
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

Recognition of the Red Crescent Society
of Saudi Arabia

GENEVA, August 8, 1963

Circular No. 451

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross
(Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

We have the honour to inform you of the official recognition, on
August 8, 1963, of the Red Crescent Society of Saudi Arabia by the
International Committee of the Red Cross.

This Society applied for recognition in a letter dated August 1,
1963. The application was accompanied by the Decree of June 8,
1963, of the Government of Saudi Arabia, recognizing the Society
as an auxiliary to the army medical services, together with the text
of the Society's Statutes and a report on its activities.

The study of these documents has shown that the ten conditions
for recognition of a new Society by the International Committee
have been duly fulfilled. These documents have also been examined
in connection with the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross
Societies.

The International Committee has pleasure, therefore, in announ-
cing the recognition of this Society, which brings the number of
member Societies of the International Red Cross to ninety-nine.

The new National Society succeeded the Relief Society of
Saudi Arabia, created in 1935 to bring aid and assistance to the
pilgrims of Mecca. It took over its personnel, property and tasks
at the beginning of 1963. In addition to giving assistance to pil-
grims, whose numbers each year exceed one million, the Society
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undertakes other tasks, such as training nursing personnel and
voluntary first aid teams, instruction in relief, especially amongst
the young, the creation of blood banks, etc.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia acceded to the Geneva Conven-
tions of 1949 on May 18, 1963.

The President of the Society is Mr. Abdul-Aziz Al-Mudarres.
Its headquarters are at Riyadh.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has great pleasure
in welcoming this new Society into the International Red Cross,
accrediting it by this notice to all other National Societies and
recommending it to their kind attention. It expresses its best
wishes for the Society's future and for the success of its charitable
work.

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS

Leopold Boissier, President
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