
C H R O N I C L E

STUDIES DEVOTED TO THE CENTENARY OF THE
GENEVA CONVENTION

Amongst the many publications to which the Centenary of the
Red Cross gave rise, mention must be made of the special issue of
the Revue du Service de Sante militaire beige (Brussels, June 1963)
for the praise which it deserves. This review, under the title Ada
Belgica de arte medicinali et pharmaceutica militan, which is the
successor to the " Annales beiges de me'decine et de pharmacie
militaire ", made a point of contributing to the Centenary celeb-
rations by a series of articles, some directed towards the past and
others examining future prospects, but all in praise of the Red
Cross, its works and its possibilities.

Following an introduction by Major-General Geneesheer
Geuens, Inspector General of the Army Medical Services, Mr. Henry
Van Leynseele, President of the Revising Commission of the Belgian
Red Cross Conventions, prefaced this review with an article entitled
" The Origin of the Geneva Conventions ". The author presents
the detailed history of the great work of Henry Dunant. On the
basis of texts 100 years old, he shows the remarkably clearsighted
views of this benefactor of mankind when he paved the way for
the future Geneva Conventions.

By his interest in the victims of war at sea and of civil wars
and, afterwards, by the foundation of a society for the improvement
of the condition of prisoners of war, Henry Dunant had seen much
further than the first Convention of 1864.

There then follows a history of Belgian aid in 1870 by Lieut-
enant-Colonel Mathieu, Commandant of the Royal College of Army
Medical Services. After having described the political, military
and medical climate between 1865 and 1870, the author exposes
the principal problems that arose for the Military Medical Service
and the growing Red Cross of Belgium.
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In 1870 the army found that large scale manoeuvres revealed
the weakness of the country's defensive force. The Medical Service,
limited to the national territory, was able to succour the victims
of Sedan, whilst philanthropic societies from Sarrebriicken to Paris
were given many opportunities of supplying material and moral
aid together with other countries and the International Committee.
These actions were the result of the climate created at Geneva and
the spirit of the first Convention.

This brief summary can do no more than give an idea of the
content of this study of nearly a hundred pages enhanced by
engravings and reproductions of maps, synoptic tables and docu-
ments.

The next two contributions are by Major-General R. Lefebvre,
on the 1949 Geneva Conventions, and by Colonel R. Belvaux of
the Army Medical Staff, entitled " Inter arma Caritas ".

In the former a brief historical survey is made of the origin of
the Geneva Convention and of its various revisions. Afterwards,
the important part played by the Belgian delegation, during the
1949 revision, is stressed. This revision entailed considerable work.
It introduced new concepts, especially concerning the protection
of civilians. But none of the fundamental principles which pre-
vailed in 1864 by the action of the founders of the Red Cross has
been shaken by wars nor called in question during the revisions of
the Convention.

Colonel Belvaux' contribution summarizes the work of Henry
Dunant. It emphasizes two practical facts : the neutralization of
the Medical Services and of the victims of war on the one hand,
and the creation on the other hand of the different National Societies
of the Red Cross. Both have been subject to many modifications
during these hundred years ; nevertheless the call launched by
Henry Dunant to the civilian population in order to supply help to
the victims of war and to prepare this during peace time still retains
its topical and urgent character.

" The protection of medical services in war time " is then dealt
with in a twenty-page study by Lieutenant-Colonel Willy Gal-
perine of the Army Medical Corps. He demonstrates that the
Geneva Conventions have made striking progress from the point
of view of international law and that they have strengthened and
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generalized the desire to protect military victims in war time. In
this manner and by their very nature they are a help to the Medical
Services in the performance of their task during hostilities.

It might be worthwhile, however, to examine to what extent
the application of these Conventions is likely, in our time, to meet
with difficulty, considering the development of military tactics,
strategy and technology. This problem chiefly occurs in the pro-
tection of medical establishments on land. It has to be examined
in its political, moral, technical and tactical aspects, bearing in
mind the point of view of both protector and protected. If, politic-
ally and morally, the will both to grant and to qualify for protec-
tion is the first and foremost consideration, difficulties or impossib-
ilities may arise especially in technical and tactical implementation.
These obstructions are caused by the very nature of modern
weapons and equipment for the detection and identification of
military objectives. On the one hand, the means of displaying the
authenticity of medical establishments and vehicles should be
improved and modernized. On the other hand, protection should
be sought remote from military objectives.

One of the most practicable possibilities seems to be a general
use of " hospital zones and localities " as provided for in the Geneva
Conventions.

However, without calling in question their indispensability,
these conventions should be adapted to the realities of modern
warfare.

Major Otgd K. Jacobs then replies to the question : " What are
we to think of the development of the Army Medical Corps ? He
answers that medical science for the doctor is first and foremost the
saving of human life, the alleviation of suffering and the comforting
of those in need. There is especially a lot of suffering in military
life, on the battle-field, in the midst of the unbridled fury of the
front lines, as well as in areas behind the lines, which are not
spared the destructive effect of modern weapons of war. Military
medicine finds ample scope in such circumstances.

In examining whether the Army Medical Service will be able to
cope with the demands of future war, the author considers what the
Geneva Conventions say about the task. They specifically allow the
Medical Corps to bear arms and defend its establishments and units.
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The following topic dealt with is " Protection of aerial medical
evacuation in war time and the Geneva Convention ". In this
article, Dr. (Colonel) E. Evrard, of the Army Medical Corps General
Staff, goes thoroughly into the provisions of that Convention and
brings out the imperfections which he perceives in the protective
code laid down therein.

The particular protective status which the Geneva Convention
has given to aero-medical transportation since 1929 is confronted
with impossibilities in its application. The author detects and
analyses the technical and legal difficulties causing this situation.
The main technical difficulties concern the identification of medical
aircraft, the creation and maintenance of a reserve of exclusively
medical aircraft and safety regulations for wartime flying. Amongst
the legal difficulties, the prior permission dependent on agreement
between the belligerents, is responsible for a situation which hinders
medical aviation.

As a realistic statute for aero-medical transportation, the author
proposes to protect, not the ambulance aircraft but the medical
mission. Furthermore, the concept of aircraft for exclusively
medical purposes must be dropped and replaced by an attempt to
protect any occasional medical mission. The main problem in this
case is the identification of the medical mission. Two concomitant
methods are proposed : a directly visual method, using rotating
light on the aircraft and a radar method, reserved by international
convention for aero-medical missions using a special frequency.
The prior agreement between belligerents could be dispensed with
as it would no longer be necessary. These realistic bases could be
sufficient to build that confidence which is the foundation of a
valid international statute.

This question is worthy of the attention of all those who are
interested in the development of humanitarian law. It seems
obvious that any progress in international law could usefully be
along the lines of the ideas expressed in this article by Colonel
Evrard. As he so rightly says : " The development of ground to
air and air to air rockets in air defence and of target-tracking
missiles against ground or near ground objectives—and con-
sequently against helicopters also—the progress of supersonic air
transport, the introduction of vertical take-off aircraft and the
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strides made in methods of detection are all factors which modify
profoundly the established conceptions of air warfare. A revolution
is going on before our eyes. Who can tell in what conditions heli-
copters in combat zones or air transport in general will be of use
in future conflicts ? Who can assess the risks which wounded men
will have to run in these changing circumstances and unforeseeable
eventualities ?

Finally, this special number recalls the rdle played by the
Belgian Army Medical Service during the Second World War.
This concluding article comes from the pen of Captain (Dr.) W.-J.
Broekaert and is the counterpart of the history of this Service during
the war of 1870 when the generous action of the Belgian Red Cross
first began.

The International Review has pleasure in congratulating the
Ada Belgica de Arte Medicinali et Pharmaceutica Militari for this
fine contribution to the Centenary celebrations of the Red Cross.

H. C.
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