
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE'S ACTION IN CYPRUS1

The International Review has mentioned on a number of
occasions the ICRC's humanitarian action in Cyprus.

Following the recent events, the ICRC, in August, has been
examining with its delegate in Nicosia, Mr. Pierre Boissier, the
emergency measures necessary to assist the victims.

Two Swiss doctors fly to Cyprus.—After examining Mr. Boissier's
report, the ICRC decided to despatch immediately Dr. Paul Riiggli
and Dr. Michel Jequier to Cyprus to reinforce its delegation. The
former left for Cyprus on August 18 and the latter the following day;
the services of these two doctors will be of immense value for the
many people who have been deprived of medical care as a result
of the situation on the island.

National Societies contribute.—Several National Red Cross
Societies have sent the ICRC contributions in kind, mainly in the
form of medical supplies, in order to assist in bringing help to the
victims of the conflict.

The American Red Cross, for instance, sent to Nicosia 108 phials
of albumin serum, worth 12,000 Swiss Francs. The German Red
Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany sent blood plasma,
dressing material and various medicaments to a value of 32,000
Swiss Francs. The International Committee delegation handed
these valuable donations to the Paphos hospital. A gift of 5,000
Dollars from the Canadian Government is expected at any moment
and the Indian Red Cross has just despatched by air 65 parcels of
medicine and clothing, worth 15,000 Rupees. Other Societies have
sent medical supplies direct to the Greek Cypriots.
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The ICRC and sup-plies to the Turkish-Cypriote.—The ICRC
intervened in order to arrange for the release of goods aboard the
s/s " Genslik " on charter to the Turkish Red Crescent and which
had been-lying several weeks in Famagusta harbour. The ICRC
delegates induced the Cyprus Government to allow entry of 390 tons
of pulses.

Relief for detainees and search for missing persons.—The ICRC
delegation is continuing its unremitting humanitarian activities
under Article 3 common to all four Geneva Conventions and
relative to victims of internal conflicts. The ICRC delegates have
been able to visit places of detention in both camps. They are
continuously seeking missing persons and frequently intervene to
secure the release of arrested civilians and to unite dispersed families.

In general the ICRC's assistance to the victims of the trouble in
Cyprus takes a variety of forms in order to settle innumerable
problems of a humanitarian nature which have arisen as a result of
the breach and the fighting between the Greek and Turkish com-
munities Intervention by a neutral organization enjoying the
respect of all parties, as is the case with the ICRC, is continually
required for all sorts of reasons.
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