
I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O M M I T T E E

O F T H E R E D C R O S S

Presidency of the International Committee
of the Red Cross

GENEVA, September 4, 1964.

Circular No. 457

To the Central Committees of the National
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun, Societies

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

Mr. Leopold Boissier has expressed the desire to be relieved
of his functions as President, which he has exercised for nine years.

The International Committee has acceded to his request with
great regret and has shown Mr. Boissier its profound gratitude
for the outstanding service he has given the Red Cross and the
cause of humanity throughout his fruitful career.

Mr. Leopold Boissier will continue to sit on the International
Committee, The International Committee of the Red Cross, on a
unanimous vote, has elected as his successor Mr. Samuel Alexandre
Gonard. He has been a member of the Committee since 1961 and
as a member of the Presidential Council he has been actively
associated with the direction of the institution. In its name he has
carried out important missions, notably in Algeria, Central Africa,
the Yemen and in Cyprus.

Mr. Gonard will assume the office of President as from October 1,
of this year.
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Born in 1896 in Neuchatel, Mr. Gonard is a Bachelor of Laws,
was formerly Colonel commanding an army corps and also pro-
fessor in the military section of the Federal Polytechnical School
in Zurich. As a professional army officer, he attended the courses
of the Paris Ecole Superieure de Guerre, of which he holds the
degree. In 1939 Mr. Gonard was appointed Chief of Staff to
General Guisan who was himself a member of the ICRC from
1945 onwards. Mr. Gonard was then promoted Head of Operations
and Adjutant General of the Army Staff. Later.he was appointed
Divisional Commander and subsequently Army Corps Commander.
In this capacity he was for eleven years a member of the National
Defence Commission.

He has for several years taught political science within the
framework of world affairs, in his capacity as Professor at the
Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva.

Thanks to his intelligence and human qualities, his energy and
experience, Mr. S. A. Gonard seems, in the opinion of his colleagues,
to be particularly suited to assume the heavy task which has fallen
to him. They know that by electing him to office they have
ensured that the Presidency is in good hands.

He invites National Societies to give him their indispensable
support, of which they have been so unsparing in the past.

Yours sincerely,

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS
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