
A GLANCE THROUGH THE REVIEWS

to practical situations. Teaching in the Preliminary School is definitely
the art of helping the student to help herself.

Nursing has its roots in fundamental human needs. It is these needs
which must be clarified for the Preliminary Nurse, together with the
visible practical application of these needs so that future knowledge
may rest on sure ground and so give the nurse a greater understanding
of her role in the community as a nurse.

Croix-Rouge et protection de la nature, by Eric Descceudres L'Essor,
Geneva, 1964.

In his book, Red Cross Principles, Jean S. Pictet writing in the first
place about the principle of humanity, goes further in his definition :
" The Red Cross has limited its field of action to the human being ; it
does not undertake the protection of his belongings, or monuments
and other works of art and civilization ; nor is it concerned with the
protection of animals." 1

This defines an indisputable state of affairs. No one has certainly
ever considered or thought of asking the Red Cross to take the place of
organizations whose task it is to protect nature or to preserve historic
monuments and works of art.

However . . .
At the Centenary Exhibition in Geneva in 1963 one could see in the

" Junior Red Cross " Section, below an enlarged photograph showing
young people planting rice somewhere in Asia, the words: Juniors
preserve nature and till the soil.

At least the Junior Red Cross knows something of the protection
of nature . . .

Whilst it is true to say that the Red Cross has only concerned itself
until now with human beings, this does not mean to say that it will not
eventually be called upon to extend its activity still further. This has in
fact already been considerably enlarged during the first hundred years
in the life of the International Red Cross . . .

. . . The day may perhaps come when respect for life in its humblest
forms and the protection of nature may figure amongst the principles
of the Red Cross. This would be desirable, but for this to happen one
should now be thinking along such lines.

1 Note 2, p. 22.
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