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t JACQUES DE MORSIER

Dr. Jacques de Morsier who has just died in Paris, gave great
service to the Red Cross. He performed outstanding work on behalf
of the victims of war in circumstances which were often dramatic
and in the midst of danger which never deterred him.

Medical adviser of the Swiss Legation in Paris, Dr. de Morsier,
whose humanitarian activity had always been voluntary, placed
himself, in the summer of 1940, at the service of the International
Committee of the Red Cross. He started by organising an important
tracing service on behalf of the French civilian population, working
in co-operation with the Central Prisoners of War Agency at the
headquarters of the ICRC in Geneva. During the occupation he
made the most tenacious efforts to mitigate the lot of interned
civilians. He intervened with special insistence on behalf of
persons threatened with deportation, chiefly Jews. He was success-
ful on several occasions in preventing the departure of convoys
destined for concentration camps in Germany.

At the liberation of Paris, his action, combined with that of the
Swedish and Swiss consuls, greatly contributed towards avoiding
the worst disasters. He made numerous approaches to the German
command, organised the exchange of prisoners and saved the lives
of many prisoners both military and civilian. He gave proof then
of exeptional courage and circulated through streets in which there
was firing in every direction, with the Red Cross flag as his only
protection.

Strictly applying the Red Cross principle of neutrality, Dr. de
Morsier intervened with equal energy and devotion on behalf of
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German prisoners in France. In this activity he made very nume-
rous visits to camps and prisons. He obtained on behalf of his new
protege's very considerable improvements in their conditions and
respect for the Geneva Conventions.

Until his death Dr. de Morsier remained medical adviser to the
ICRC delegation in Paris.

The above indications testify to the constancy and faithfulness
of the services rendered by the deceased to the Geneva institution.
His co-operation was always modest and effective and he often
demonstrated great qualities of energy and devotion. The Inter-
national Committee will keep a grateful memory of Dr. Jacques
de Morsier, that tireless defender of the humanitarian cause.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

Throughout 1961 the actions of the International Committee of
the Red Cross continued to be numerous, important and diverse.
These are described in its A nnual Report for 1961, recently published1,
recalling the various international currents which agitated the
world during the past year, since, whenever men face each other
with weapons in their hands, it is the duty of the Red Cross, and
especially of the International Committee, to intervene in order to
mitigate the distress caused by the conflict, and, in spite of the
violence which is unleashed, to remind people of having the needs
of humanity and fellowship respected.

As in the previous year, the ICRC had to deploy considerable
effort in 1961 in the former Belgian Congo. This activity certainly
produced most fortunate results since it enabled much suffering to
be relieved, but it also had its tragic side, since it cost the lives of
one of the Committee's delegates and of his companions. The

1 ICRC, Geneva, 1962.
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