
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

ARAB LANGUAGE COMPETITION

News broadcasts in different languages constitute one of the
principal activities of the ICRC Radio Service, and include, on
the Swiss Shortwave, Arab language broadcasts, directed by Mr. I.
Zreikat, certain of which are passed on, in copies, to radio stations
in Arab speaking countries.

The International Committee, anxious to awaken still further
the interest of the Arab world, particularly intellectual circles and
members of the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
in the principles and humanitarian action of the Red Cross move-
ment, organized a competition in co-operation with the League,
within the framework of these radio broadcasts, which closed in
March 1961 and was a tremendous success since the jury was con-
fronted with 133 essays. It will be remembered that under the terms
of the competition, essays on one of the following seven subjects,
had to be sent to Geneva.

1) The humanitarian idea of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
in Arab history.

2) The Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent in reli-
gions, ethics and philosophy.

3) In what way can members of the Junior Red Cross and Red
Crescent contribute towards solving the essential problems of our
time, on the local, national and international level ?

4) What does the Red Crescent (or the Red Cross) mean to you
and what do you expect from this institution ? What can it expect
from you ?

5) The Red Crescent (or the Red Cross) as an important factor
in closer relations between people.

6) The importance of the humanitarian role of the professional
nurse and of the Red Crescent or Red Cross voluntary health worker
in society.
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7) Experiences or stories connected with the idea of the Red
Crescent (or the Red Cross).

The National Societies of the Arab speaking countries informed
their members of the opening of the competition, the news was
widely reported in the press and certain official administrations
even informed their staff and invited them to participate.

The jury was composed of independent Arab personalities
living in Geneva, who were teachers or who worked in International
Institutions. It also included non-Arab personalities from the Red
Cross movement, for whose benefit the best essays were translated
into French. The jury decided to make awards to the participants,
who came from nearly every Arab country, from Irak, Morocco,
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, the United Arab Republic, Saudi Arabia,
the Hadhramaut, the Persian Gulf, Sudan, Libya and Tunisia.
Other Arab speaking competitors came from Brazil, Israel, the
Federal Republic of Germany and Switzerland. All of them received
a certificate of participation from the International Committee and
the League and also acquired the right to a free subscription for
one year to the League Review The Red Cross World.

Thanks to the co-operation of the National Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, the most important prizes including, amongst
others, two radio sets and twelve watches were handed over to the
winners. Official ceremonies, attended by the Presidents of the
National Societies, took place on these occasions.1 This happenned
for instance, in Jordan, Syria, Sudan and the U.A.R., where the
press and radio devoted a great deal of time and space to the event.

The first prize-winner, as already announced in the International
Review, was Mr. Numan Abed Al Dayim. He is 28 years old, a
teacher in Jerusalem in Jordan, and he chose the following subject:
" The Red Cross as a factor in closer relations between people " ;
extracts from his essays will be published in a forthcoming number
of the Review. Mr. Numan Abed Al Dayim is himself a war victim,
having been wounded during the Palestine conflict in 1948, when
he had a leg amputated. He was helped by the International
Committee which supplied him with an artificial limb, enabling

1 Plate.
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Mr. Dayitn writing at ICRC Headquarters in
Geneva:
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I am proud of having won the first prize in the first international competition
organized by the ICRC in Geneva for listeners of its broadcasts to the Arab world.
I am also very pleased at having had the opportunity of visiting the headquarters
of the greatest humanitarian institution which has worked and continues to work
to preserve human dignity under all circumstances.



COMPETITION

IN ARABIC

In Cairo, Dr. Asfoury is handed, one of the frizes by
Mrs. Shaheen, President of the Women's Committee of
the Red Crescent Society of theU.A.R. (Mr. A sfahany,
the Secretary-General, is on her left).

The President of the Syrian Red Crescent, Dr. Malki
presenting a prize to Mr. Mohamed B. Gahwaji.

... and the President of
the Jordan Red Crescent,
Dr. Toutenji (on his right
Dr. Abou-Qoura, Secretary-
General) to Miss Sarah
Jarallah.
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him to lead a normal life. In a letter to the ICRC, Mr. Abed Al
Dayim declared : " I owe my life to the Red Cross ".

The winner of the second prize is Mr. Abdel Jalil Hassan Nour,
a civil servant in Sudan, the third goes to Mr. Mustafa Obeid
Faraht, a Palestinian refugee in Gaza, the fourth to Mr. Cherif
Soueidan, a State inspector at Damascus and the fifth to Mr.
Mohammed Nouri Bachir, a student at Aleppo. The other prize-
winners come from various Arab countries, principally Egypt
and Syria.

It will be remembered that the first prize was a plane trip, by
Swissair, and a stay of two weeks in Switzerland, where the prize-
winner was to be the guest of the ICRC and the League. Mr. Nu-
man Abed Al Dayim duly arrived in Geneva on June 7, 1962, and
was met at the airport by representatives of the International Red
Cross institutions and by the press, radio and television.

The next day, Mr. Abed Al Dayim was officially received at
ICRC headquarters by Miss Lucie Odier and Mr. Jacques Chene-
viere, Honorary Vice-Presidents, by Mr. Jean Pictet, Director for
General Affairs and by several of the staff who explained the work
of the institution.1 He then visited the Central Tracing Agency's
card indexes.

On the following days, the prize-winner went on excursions in
Geneva and in the area, and was received at the headquarters of the
Geneva Section of the Swiss Red Cross. On June 12, he was the
guest of Mr. Moukhtar El Wakil, Director of the Office of the Arab
League in Geneva, who, with his senior colleagues, also invited
Mr. Fre'de"ric Siordet, Vice-President of the ICRC, Mr. Henrik Beer,
Secretary-General of the League of Red Cross Societies and other
notabilities, amongst them, the Rector of Geneva University.

Mr. Abed Al Dayim also went to the headquarters of the League
of Red Cross Societies, where the Secretary-General, Mr. Beer,
welcomed him. Here, he had the opportunity of finding out about
the activity of this institution.

He then began a tour of Switzerland with a visit to Ste-Croix,
where he was cordially welcomed to the Paillard factories. At
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Neuchatel, he visited the watch-making firm of Ernest Borel, who
gave the twelve watches handed over as prizes to other participants
in the Arab language broadcast competition. He was then received
at the headquarters of the Local Committee of the Swiss Red Cross
and visited various installations there, amongst them the Blood
Transfusion Centre.

Accompanied by Mr. Zreikat, Head of the ICRC Arab broad-
casts, Mr. Abed Al Dayim then left for Berne where he was welcomed
at the headquarters of the Swiss Red Cross, and from where he
continued his tour of Switzerland stopping at several towns in order
to see something of the life of the country. Finally, he returned
to Geneva where he visited various international institutions and
he left for home, on June 22, delighted with his visit.

The Arab language broadcast competition seems to have
achieved its aim, which was to propagate a better knowledge in the
Arab world of the Red Cross and Red Crescent and the ideals
which inspire the movement. It aroused keen interest in the coun-
tries of the Middle-East, particularly in Jordan where the Ministry
of Education is looking into the possibility of making the study of
the principles and humanitarian rules of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent compulsory in Jordanian schools.
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