
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

THE RED CROSS SOCIETIES

OF YUGOSLAVIA, BULGARIA AND RUMANIA

visited by

THE PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE1

Last May, the President, Mr. L. Boissier, accompanied by
Mr. G. H. Beckh, Delegate, paid a short visit to the Balkans. His
first port of call was Belgrade where he stayed for two days only,
since his visit to Yugoslavia was not of an official nature and was
only the prelude to a stay of longer duration.

Mr. Boissier was given a most cordial welcome by Dr. Pavle
Gregoric, the President, and by the Central Committee of the
Yugoslav Red Cross. A large audience at the Society's headquarters
heard a speech by Mr. Boissier on the current activities of the
International Committee, following which the President and
Mr. Beckh had the opportunity of meeting several prominent
personalities. On the same day, Mr. Boissier was present at the
opening of a Junior Red Cross exhibition, to which several countries
contributed. The following day was devoted to seeing the town of
Belgrade and its museums.

On the return trip, Mr. Boissier and Mr. Beckh stopped again in
Belgrade where they were, once more, welcomed by Dr. Gregoric.

Mr. Boissier thus had various contacts with the Senior Officials
of the Yugoslav Red Cross, and the impression which he has gained
is of a fast developing Society, which plays an important and
beneficent role in the life of the country.

**

The programme arranged for the ICRC representatives' stay in
Bulgaria was a full one. It was to allow the guests (overwhelmed
with kindness) to become acquainted with the many activities of

1 Plate.
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YUGOSLAVIA

Mr. Boissier, President of
the ICRC and Mr. Gregoric
(left), President of the Yugo-
slav Red Cross, at an Inter-
national Junior Red Cross
exhibition in Belgrade.

BULGARIA

At the headquarters of the Bulgarian Red Cross in Sofia: (from left to right) Dr.
Anguelov, Vice-President, Mr. Boissier, Mr. Gospodinov, Vice-President, Mr. Beckh,
ICRC delegate, Mr. Jordanov, Director of External Relations, and behind them,

several members of the Executive Committee.



Mr. Boissier watching Bulgarian Red Cross
first aiders in Sofia with Mr. Anguelov, Vice-
President of the National Society.

RUMANIA

At Brasov, in Rumania, Mr. Boissier accompanied
by Mr. Moisescu, President of the Rumanian
Red Cross.

Mr. Boissier and Mr. Beckh accompanied by Mr. Berlogea, Vice-President of the
Rumanian Red Cross, leaving the Mangalia sea-side sanatorium, after a visit.
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the National Red Cross, not only in Sofia, but also in several other
parts of the country. In the absence of Dr. Petre V. Kolarov, the
President, who was detained in Geneva by the XVth General
Assembly of the World Health Organisation, the guests were
received by Dr. Gueorgui Anguelov and Mr. Gueorgui Gospodinov,
Vice-Presidents, and their colleagues of the Central Committee.

Following a programme as varied as it was interesting,
Mr. Boissier and Mr. Beckh went from Sofia to Plovdiv via the
village of Perouchtitsa, then to Bourgas and Varna, on the beautiful
Bulgarian riviera. From Varna, the guests were driven to Kolarov-
grad, the birth place of Vassil Kolarov—who was the father of the
present President of the Bulgarian Red Cross—then finally to
Russe, where a well-known bridge of friendship crosses the Danube.
Mr. Boissier and Mr. Beckh then returned to the capital via the
old town of Tirnovo.

Everywhere they went, both in Sofia and in the country areas,
they visited numerous local Red Cross sections, whose members
welcomed them with touching kindness, as well as various hospitals,
clinics, sanatoria and schools, and they also saw first aid exercises.
Several Bulgarian Red Cross personalities, amongst them
Mr. Gospodinov and Dr. Stoianov were good enough to accompany
them.

As Government Officials were in the provinces with Mr. N.
Khrushchov, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the U.S.S.R.,
Mr. Boissier was received on behalf of the Government by Mr. Yvan
Baschev, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs. The President of the
ICRC expressed his admiration for the work of the National
Society, so closely associated with the efforts of the Bulgarian
people in the social and humanitarian field.

Mr. Boissier and Mr. Beckh then spent several days in Rumania,
where they able to see the remarkable development of the Rumanian
Red Cross.

On the day following their arrival, Mr. Moisescu, President of
the National Society, together with several of his colleagues of the
Central Committee, took his guests to Sinaiia and Brasov, where
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they were received by the Committee of the local Red Cross. On
this occasion and throughout their stay, Mr. Moiisescu was kindness
itself in showing them the many and extremely varied activities of
the Society and of the Ministry of Health. On the following day an
excursion in the Dobroudja region and to Constantza, permitted
the ICRC representatives to learn something of the remarkable
work of the regional Red Cross in the hospital field, as well as to
visit the health cure resort on the Black Sea.

On their return to Bucharest, they were able to fill out the
information already obtained. Then, Mr. Boissier paid a visit to
Mr. Maurer, President of the Council of Ministers of the People's
Republic.

All the members of the Rumanian Red Cross—from the President
to the humblest worker—welcomed the ICRC representatives with
the greatest good will, doing everything to make their visit both
fruitful and agreeable.

On his return to Geneva, Mr. Boissier told the International
Committee of the profound impression with which his visit to
Rumania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia had left him. In these countries,
as he was able to observe everywhere, the Red Cross represents an
active force and the work of its members is both useful and highly
qualified.

In conclusion, it should be said that this mission was an op-
portunity for the ICRC to examine with the National Societies
which we have just mentioned, certain problems of a humanitarian
nature, such as family resettlement and questions relative to the
Geneva Conventions.
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