
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

THE STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL LAW

Readers of the Revue Internationale are aware that several years
ago the ICRC and the two large international organizations,
consisting of civilian and military doctors, the World Medical
Association and the International Committee of Military Medicine
and Pharmacy, set up a working party to make a joint study of
certain aspects in the protection of the medical professions in time
of war.1 The first results of this party's work are also known and
have appeared in detail in the publications mentioned below, as
well as in the ICRC's 425th Circular of February 9, 1959 to the
National Red Cross Societies. Furthermore, these results were
submitted to the Council of Delegates of the International Red
Cross in October 1961 in Prague. The International Review pub-
lished the Resolution which was passed by the Council on the
subject.2

We would briefly recall that the measures adopted by the Work-
ing Party aim at strengthening in a practical manner the protection
due to civil medical personnel in times of conflicts of all descriptions.
In order to achieve this object it is necessary on the one hand to
proclaim and to have certain essential rules of the profession
recognized : political neutrality, the exclusive attention to victims,
aid without discrimination, and, on the other hand, to accustom
all categories of medical personnel and the public to the displaying
of a special distinctive sign, the staff of Aesculapius, red on a white
ground. In order to give these measures the maximum effect, the

1 See Revue Internationale, November 1955, May 1956, September and
November 1957, May 1958, April 1959, June 1961, also International Review,
June 1961.

8 See International Review, November 1961.
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BRAZIL: Ambulance of the Brazilian Federal Senate displaying the emblem
of the staff of Aesculapius.



MISCELLANEOUS

States are invited to accord their agreement, indeed to give them
the sanction of law.1

In order to examine the result of the deliberations of the
Council of Delegates at Prague, the Working Party recently met
for its IXth Discussion which took place at Liege on January 30
and 31, and which was admirably organized by General J. Voncken,
Secretary-General of the I.C.M.M.P. The representatives of the
three above-mentioned organizations took part in this discussion
at which an observer of the World Health Organization was also
present. Furthermore, representatives of the League of Red Cross
Societies and of the Medico-Legal Commission of Monaco were
invited to follow the debates.

The following resolution was adopted :

The Working Party, ^.

Desirous of seeing the measures proposed for the protection of
civil medical personnel accepted without delay by the largest possible
number of States and given sanction if need be by national legislation,

records with satisfaction the resolution adopted on this subject
by the National Red Cross Societies meeting in the Council of Delegates
at Prague in October 1961,

voices the wish that between now and the forthcoming International
Conference of the Red Cross, the National Societies will be able,
together with the professional organizations concerned in their countries,
to intervene effectively with their Governments to have the proposed
measures accepted,

calls upon all the national organizations comprising doctors,
dentists and nurses, not only to support the efforts being made by the
Red Cross Societies, but also to put these measures into operation,
especially those connected with the emblem of the staff of Aesculapius
and requests the World Medical Association to transmit this recom-
mendation to these organizations,

requests the three institutions represented on that body to intervene
with the World Health Organization in order that the latter submit,

1 This has already been done by certain States : Argentina, Liechten-
stein, Luxemburg. Furthermore, the text of the recently adopted Brazilian
Law will also be found below.
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in a form which it may itself decide, the result of the studies of the
Working Party to the favourable attention of the member States so
that they may accept its application,

invites the International Committee of the Red Cross to continue
the study, if necessary, of an eventual transposition of the proposed
measures into rules of positive international law.

The participants in this IXth Discussion had the opportunity
of being present at and in taking part in the deliberations of the
Commission of International Medical Law of the International
Law Association, which had been convened by the same organizers
on the same dates, also at Liege. They were most interested in
certain subjects discussed by this Commission and in particular
by its efforts for drawing up a Statute for " medical institutions ".
This question, which is entirely new, will no doubt be further
considerably developed and the International Committee will
certainly have the opportunity of subsequently referring to it in
the International Review.

The Commission has furthermore expressed its wish to see
improvements made in the protection of medical aviation and
especially of helicopters engaged in evacuating the wounded. It has
learned with satisfaction that the ICRC, which also shares this
desire, considers making a study of this problem in the near future
and will without doubt renounce proceeding on its own in this
direction.

J. P. S.

THE STAFF OF AESCULAPIUS HAS BECOME OFFICIAL
IN BRAZIL

Brazil is one of the first countries in the world to adopt a law
enforcing the use of the staff of Aesculapius, red on a white ground,
by all members of the medical and auxiliary professions, except,
naturally, those who have the right to display the sign of the red
cross.1 This is its text as it appeared in the official gazette of the

1 Plate.
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