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been applying the provisions of the Agreement even before it
formally entered into force ", said the High Commissioner. He also
expressed his gratitude to the Government of the Netherlands
which, " for many years has shared the concern of my Office at the
plight of refugee seamen, and has taken the initiative of calling the
conferences which led to the Agreement ".

" There can be no doubt that the position of a great many
refugee seafarers throughout the world will be regularized through
the Agreement ", the High Commissioner's message continued. It
was " certainly important, however, for further States to become
parties to it, so that all outstanding cases may be solved."

" To arrive at a solution of this particular problem, it is also
essential that the refugee seamen themselves become acquainted
with the existence of the Agreement, and the possibilities it offers
to them of finding a country of asylum." The High Commissioner
very much hoped, therefore, " that the authorities, and the organi-
zations of shipowners and seafarers in various countries will give
their full attention to the provisions of the Agreement, and make
known to refugees the full benefits they can derive from it." His
Office was " always ready to advise refugee seamen concerning
problems resulting from their special situation, and to help in
every way possible."

H. C.

THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN IN
TIME OF WAR

The Revista espanola de Derecho Militar (No. 9, 1960) has pub-
lished, amongst other articles, a very comprehensive and important
study under the joint-authorship of Mr. Sizeki Miyazaki, Professor
of the University of Tokyo, and Mr. Hans Wiebringhaus, a member
of the Secretariat of the Council of Europe, entitled, " The protec-
tion of the rights of man in time of war ", in which the Geneva
Conventions of August 12, 1949 are examined and analysed in a
detailed manner.
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These commentaries could be of interest to the Red Cross world ;
written as they are by authors with respectively Japanese and
European backgrounds and published in a review for the Spanish
speaking public, they possess to a very marked degree that uni-
versality which is a characteristic of humanitarian law. The rights
of man as guaranteed by the Geneva Conventions are formulated
in this study in the following terms :

The right to life and to respect of the person—The right to
liberty and the prohibition of forced or obligatory work—The right
to the protection of honour—The right to respect of private and
family life—The right to the respect of the liberty of religion—The
right of children to education—The right of respect for the freedom
of expression and opinion—The right to a fair administration of
justice—The right to the respect of the principle " nulla poena sine
lege "—The right to professional liberty—The guarantee of social
rights—The right to the respect of private property and the right
to protection from discrimination—The special aspects of the
protection of the rights of man in time of war are also mentioned as
follows : (a) Prohibition of the taking of hostages ; (b) Prohibition
of collective penalties and (c) the Prohibition of reprisals against
the person.

This simple enumeration is sufficient to show the contribution
which the Geneva Conventions have brought to the carrying into
effect of the rights of man.

H. C.
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