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News Items

Visits to places of detention in France.—The official report
of the ICRC on visits which were made in April and May to 19
places of detention and internment in France has been handed to
the appropriate French authorities.

On this occasion, Mr. P. Gaillard and Mr. P. Boissier, delegates
of the ICRC, were received in Paris by several representatives of the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs, of the Interior and of Justice, to whom
they gave the results of their observations on their visits.

Various questions relative to detention conditions of persons
arrested by reason of the events in Algeria—Algerian nationalists
and French "activists"—were examined during the course of these
discussions.

Visits to places of detention in Algeria.—During the first week
in July, Mr. R. Vust, delegate in Algeria, visited the penal establish-
ments of Alger-Barberousse, Maison Carree, Blida, Douera and
Oran, as well as the reception centre of Berrouaghia, in which there
were detainees of various tendencies : FLN nationalists and "acti-
vists". As usual he was able to speak without witnesses with the
representatives of persons detained in each group. Other visits will
take place during the forthcoming weeks.

Mr. Vust was also instructed to draw up, in co-operation with the
French Red Cross, a programme of the distribution of relief sent by
the ICRC to Algeria in favour of the civilian population in the resettle-
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merit centres. This relief, of a value of approximately 400,000 Swiss
francs, emanated from various sources. It consisted chiefly of food
and clothing.

Visits to political detainees in the Federation of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland.—In Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Mr. G. C. Senn, delegate
of the ICRC, has continued his visits to political detainees.

In May and June he went to the penal establishments of Lusaka,
Bwana Mkubwa, Livingstone, Broken Hill and Katombora in
Northern Rhodesia, and those of Domasi, Chilva and Zomba in
Nyasaland. These visits were followed by frequent contacts with the
authorities concerned.

Delegation of the ICRC in the UAR.—The action of the delegation
of the ICRC in the UAR in favour of stateless persons wishing to
emigrate is nearing completion. For this reason Mr. Ed. L. Jaquet,
Deputy-Head of the Central Tracing Agency services, has been
delegated to Cairo for a period of several months in order to organize
the final phase of this action.

Angola.—On July 15, 16 and 17, the ICRC had the pleasure
of receiving a visit from Dr. Leonardo de Castro Freire, President of
the Portuguese Red Cross and Colonel Jose Victor Mateus Cabral,
Secretary-General of that Society.

These personalities explained to the ICRC the various activities
which the Portuguese Red Cross is at present undertaking in Angola.
The ICRC, for its part, examined with these visitors the different
humanitarian problems arising from the troubles which have taken
place in that country.

Tribute to the memory of Dr. Marcel Junod.—The news of the
death of Dr. M. Junod was received with consternation everywhere
in the world where his name is known. Countless institutions, es-
pecially the League, the World Health Organization, the National
Red Cross Societies, as well as diplomatic missions in Switzerland and
personalities of the academic world addressed messages of condolence
to the ICRC, paying tribute to the courage and intelligence which
Dr. Junod had always shown in the course of his missions.

For its part, and wishing to express its gratitude for the work
which Dr. Junod carried out on behalf of its nationals, the Japanese
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Red Cross posthumously awarded him the Golden Order of Merit.
At the ceremony, which took place at the headquarters of the

ICRC on July 13, the Permanent Delegate of Japan to the European
Office of the United Nations, H. E. Mr. Morio Aoki, Minister
Plenipotentiary, handed over the medal and diploma conferred on
Dr. Junod by the Japanese Red Cross, to the President of the Inter-
national Committee.

Relief consignments.—Algeria : Wishing to contribute once more
towards the efforts on behalf of the resettled Algerian population x,
the ICRC dispatched gifts in kind, from various sources, of a total
value of about 400,000 Swiss francs to the General Delegation of the
French Red Cross in Algiers.

This consignment consisted in particular of 30 tons of sugar,
15 tons of soap, 30 tons of powdered milk, 10,000 unused articles of
clothing for children, 1,000 blankets, 10,000 bottles and tubes of
eye-drops and ointment, 2,000 bottles of multivitamins, as well as a
considerable quantity of used clothing.

This consignment was followed at the beginning of July by another,
consisting of a ton of cocoa powder, 350,000 cod-liver oil pills and a
quantity of material for making women's clothes.

Congo : At the request of its Delegation in Liopoldville, the ICRC
provided it on June 24 with emergency supplies of 250,000 doses of
anti-cholera vaccine.

Greece: In connection with its action on behalf of Greece, in
mid-June the International Committee sent that country 5 tons of
powdered milk and 2 tons of pre-packed cheese, intended for needy
persons.

Congo.—On June 2, Dr. J. L. de Chastonay, Head of the Delega-
tion in the Congo, visited Mr. Moise Tschombe and Mr. Evariste
Kimba who were being held at the camp " Cent-Maisons " in Leo-
poldville. As has since been announced, these two personalities were
released on June 22.

Moreover, two Delegates of the International Committee, Mr. G.
Hoffmann and Mr. G. Olivet, were authorized to visit the Makala

1 See Revue Internationale, December 1960.
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Mme Nouphat Chuonraniany, President of the Women's
Committee of the Laotian Red Cross, taking part in the

distribution of relief at the Vientiane Hospital
Centre : Mr. A. Durand, delegate of the ICRC

P H I L I P P I N E S

Mr. Bagatsmg, of the Philippines Red Cross, presenting a cheque to the first
prisoner of war to receive his share. Left, Mr. Mittner, delegate of the ICRC



A THENS. — Mr. Georgacopoulos, President of the Greek
Red Cross, congratulating Mr. Carl J. Burckhardt, member
of the ICRC. Right, M«i« Eleftheriou, Director of the National

Society's Nursing Service

GENEVA. — At the headquarters of the ICRC, Mr. F. Siordet explaining
arrangements for the Red Cross Centenary to representatives of the Swiss Press
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Prison in Leopoldville on June 13 in order to see the 19 political
prisoners from the Katanga and the Kasai who were being held
there. These prisoners were released on June 21.

Furthermore, on June 25, Mr. Hoffmann escorted eight Belgian
military to Brussels following their release by the authorities of the
Eastern Province after six months' captivity. Mr. Hoffmann, who
was present when they were released in Stanleyville, had visited them
in prison and undertaken numerous steps to improve the conditions
of their detention. On his return from Brussels, this ICRC Delegate
reported to the International Committee before leaving once more for
the Congo.

Dr. J. L. de Chastonay and Dr. D. Hentsch, respectively Head
and Member of the ICRC Delegation in the Congo, have returned to
Switzerland on completing their mission.

Since July 10, this Delegation is directed by Mr. J. de Preux,
seconded by Mr. G. Olivet, Assistant Delegate. These representatives
of the International Committee are continuing to devote all their
efforts to the political prisoners held in various parts of the country.
The Tracing Service which was set up in August 1960 in Leopold-
ville 1 is also continuing its useful work.

ICRC action in Laos.—Carrying out his mission on behalf of
the victims of the conflict in Laos, Mr. A. Durand, ICRC Delegate,
visited Xieng Khouang on June 15, where he spoke with Dr. Thao
Phao, Head Doctor of the hospital of Xieng Khouang and Vice-
President of the Laotian Red Cross, as well as with the authorities.
Mr. A. Durand examined the way in which ICRC action, which was
started last December in the Vientiane and Savannakhet area, could
be enlarged to include the civilian population of the northern provinces
of Laos.

On his return to Vientiane, moreover, Mr. Durand remitted
relief supplies to the Laotian Red Cross on behalf of Meo refugees
recently evacuated from the Padong area. Relief supplies had already

1 See International Review, April 1961.
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been distributed to the wounded in the hospital of Vientiane in Fe-
bruary 1.

Repatriation of Koreans resident in Japan.—Due to an influenza
epidemic in Japan, the repatriation operations for Korean natio-
nals had to be interrupted from the end of January until early April.
They were resumed on April 14 and then continued at the rate of
about a thousand repatriates per week. From the beginning of these
operations until the end of June, over 65,000 persons left Japan
for the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

Compensation for former Philippine prisoners of war in Japanese
hands.—As we reported in our issue of February 1961 (Supplement
to the Revue Internationale), the ICRC remitted a sum of about
13 million Swiss francs to the Philippine Government in order to
compensate 44,000 former prisoners of war, beneficiaries under the
provisions of Article 16 of the Peace Treaty with Japan, signed in
San Francisco.

The Philippine Red Cross undertook to hand over the shares to
the persons concerned—the ex-prisoners of war or their legal heirs—
and organized a ceremony on April 3 to mark the opening of this
distribution ; the ceremony was presided over by the Chairman of
the Manila branch, Mr. Ramon D. Bagatsing, and attended by the
ICRC Delegate, Mr. J. W. Mittner*

Activities of the Central Tracing Agency.—Although the number
of requests placed before the Central Agency during 1960 and the
first four months of 1961 was lower than that of previous years, the
number of enquiries it carries out continues to increase.

This is due to the fact that the cases submitted to the Agency are
increasingly intricate, in particular the tracing of refugees and dis-
placed persons, which require long and painstaking enquiries. However,
efficient co-operation on the part of National Societies, official bureaux
and private institutions has enabled the Agency to extend the field of
its investigations and to solve cases which at first sight appeared
doomed to failure.

We should also add that after the Second World War a very
large number of documents concerning former prisoners of war,

1 Plate.
2 Plate.
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civilian internees, displaced persons, etc., appeared to have been
destroyed or lost in the countries which were the scene of hostilities.
However, gradually—especially during the last few years—part of
these documents have come to light and could be collected together, thus
providing the Central Agency with a new source of information.

Mission to Latin America.—Mr. Pierre Jequier, Delegate of
the International Committee, left Geneva on May 25 on a mission
to various countries of Latin America. After visiting Venezuela and
Ecuador, he reached Columbia. In mid-June he then went to the
Dominican Republic, where he visited the penitentiary " La Victoria "
near Ciudad Trujillo.

Continuing his mission, the ICRC Delegate went successively to
Haiti, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Guatemala and Mexico.

Mr. Jequier had various meetings with leaders of National Red
Cross Societies on questions of common interest. He also made
contacts with the authorities of these different countries.

Conclusion of a mission to Asia, Australia and New Zealand.—
In our issues of April and June, we reported on the successive stages
of the mission carried out by Miss A. Pfirter, Head of the Medical
Personnel Section. On leaving New Zealand, Miss Pfirter returned
to Australia where she visited serveral branches of the Australian
Red Cross in various parts of the country.

Continuing her tour, Miss Pfirter stopped at Bangkok, then at
Vientiane where she had several interviews with leaders of the Laotian
Red Cross, of the Army Medical Service and with the Minister of
Public Health. Moreover, accompanied by the ICRC Delegate, Mr.
A. Durand, she visited a camp for the disabled in Vientiane. In the
middle of June, she then went to Karachi to meet leaders of the Pakistan
Red Cross.

Miss Pfirter returned to Geneva on June 23 after a long and
successful mission, which had lasted six months and during which
she was given the warmest welcome by the National Societies.

Mission to the German Democratic Republic and Czechoslo-
vakia.—At the end of May and beginning of June, Mr. H. G. Beckh,
ICRC Delegate, paid a visit to the German Democratic Republic
and Czechoslovakia.
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The ICRC representative was invited by the German Red Cross
in the Democratic Republic to take part in an Assembly, grouping
members of the Presidium and the delegates of the local organizations
of this Society, which was held in Dresden.

After discussions with the leaders of the Society—in particular
with its President, Dr. W. Ludwig—Mr. Beckh went to Erfurt,
where he visited the local Red Cross and watched young first-aid
workers on drill.

He was subsequently received by the Ambassador, Mr. Stibi,
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs.

On his visit to Czechoslovakia, Mr. Beckh met the Vice-President
of the Czechoslovak Red Cross, Mr. J. Bukovansky, and other leaders
of this Society, in Prague. He discussed matters of mutual interest
with the Directors of this National Society.

The Czechoslovak Red Cross, which had received requests for
assistance from Czechoslovak victims of pseudo-medical experiments in
German concentration camps, asked the Delegate to notify it of the
possibilities of aiding these war-victims.

Visit to the Greek Red Cross.—During his visit to Greece in
June, Mr. Carl J. Burckhardt, member of the International Com-
mittee, was warmly welcomed by the Greek Red Cross.

Having been invited to attend on June 30 in Athens the ceremony
for the presentation of certificates to the nurses of that National
Society, the former President of the ICRC was awarded the Gold
Cross as a proof of recognition by the Greek Red Cross for services
rendered to Greece.1 Furthermore, he met a number of Greek per-
sonalities who had co-operated, during the Second World War, in the
work undertaken by the ICRC.

Compensation for refugees.—The Permanent Conference of
Voluntary Agencies working for refugees, organized on June 20 and
21, a meeting over which Mr. Jean Chenard (National Catholic
Welfare Conference) presided and in which representatives of the
Government of the German Federal Republic, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees as well as more than thirty voluntary
agencies took part.

1 Plate.

264



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

The object of this meeting was to study the agreement which had
been concluded on October 5, 1960, between the Federal German
Government and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
concerning compensation for refugees who had been persecuted during
the Second World War on account of their nationality.

The ICRC was represented by Mr. H. Coursier, Adviser in the
Legal Department, who gave an account of the work which had been
carried out by the International Committee with a view to compens-
ating former deported persons, the victims of pseudo-medical ex-
periments.1

Assembly of the Swiss Red Cross.—At the invitation of the Swiss
Red Cross, Dr. Ernest Gloor, Vice-President of the ICRC, represented
our institution at the Assembly of delegates of that National Society,
when it met in Locarno on May 27 and 28.

Special donation and new contributions to the ICRC.—Renewing
a gesture which had been made by His predecessor, His Holiness
Pope John XXIII has had a sum of 10,000 dollars sent to the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross as a special contribution from
the Vatican to the Geneva institution. The news of this was communi-
cated to the ICRC in a letter from Cardinal Tardini, Secretary of
State.

Furthermore, several countries, having recently obtained their
independence, have forwarded their first contribution to the ICRC.
These are the following States : Dahomey, Mauritania and Upper
Volta.

A conference on humanitarian law.—The Information Service
of the United Nations and the Circle of International Jurists of
Geneva took the opportunity of the visit of leading legal experts on
the occasion of the meeting of the United Nations Commission of
International Law, to organize a series of ten conferences devoted to
international law in May and June 1961. Its object was to reply
to the following questions: What is International Law? Can it
exercise a stabilizing influence in a period as troubled as our own?
What is its record of success and failure? What can be done to increase
its influence on international relations?

1 See International Review, June 1961.
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In order to give humanitarian law its place in this general outline,
the organizers called on Mr. Jean S. Pictet, Director for General
Affairs of the ICRC, who spoke on " The evolution of international
humanitarian law ", which was followed with great interest. Mr.
Pictet spoke chiefly about the Geneva Conventions of August 12,
1949.

International Social Service.—The ICRC was represented at the
General Assembly of the Swiss Section of the International Social
Service on June 7 at Berne.

After approving the report of Miss Bertschi, Director of the
Section, the Assembly heard a talk given by Professor von Steiger of
the University of Berne, dealing chiefly with the United Nations
Convention " on the Recognition and Enforcement abroad of Mainten-
ance Obligations ".

Legal Aid.—Passing through Geneva on June 1, Mr. Christ-
opher sen, Director of the Legal Aid Centre, founded in Oslo by the
International Bar Association, met Mr. Coursier, President of the
International Centre for the Co-ordination of Legal Aid. With Mr.
Potulicki, Director of this Centre, Mr. Coursier and Mr. Christ-
ophersen studied the best methods of improving the co-ordination of
the activities of these two organizations.

Furthermore, the Bureau of the latter organization met on June
19 under the presidency of Mr. Coursier, at the headquarters of the
ICRC. Mr. Potulicki read out a report on the recent activities of the
Centre and took the necessary steps to submit a general report to the
8th Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations interested in
Migration (Geneva, August 7J11).

Publication of a pamphlet.—As we have emphasized on several
occasions, the International Committee receives a constant flow of
visitors wishing to be informed of the activities of our institution.

The ICRC has therefore considered it necessary to place at the
disposal of visitors, a new pamphlet giving them information, in a
clear and concise form, about the origins, the development and the
principles of the Red Cross, the structure of the International Red
Cross, the Geneva Conventions, as well as about the work of the
International Committee and its present activities.
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This illustrated pamphlet, of about twenty pages, has already
been produced in French. The English, German and Spanish editions
will shortly be released from press.

Spiritual aid to migrants and to refugees.—On June 11, the
World Council of Churches held an international Conference at
Ley sin (Switzerland), which was devoted to the question of giving
spiritual aid to migrants and refugees. The ICRC was represented
by Mr. H. Coursier, Adviser in the Legal Department, in the capacity
of observer, at this important meeting in which the delegates of all the
voluntary agencies interested in the problem of refugees and migrants
took part.

Red Cross Centenary.—The various bodies responsible for pre-
paring the Centenary celebrations have met on several occasions and
have taken the following decisions :

Besides the historical, topical news and philatelic sections, the
Exhibition could consist of an industrial and a commercial section.

The general arrangement of the Exhibition has been entrusted
to the Committee's Secretary and an expert has been appointed to
deal with artistic matters.

Consideration has also been given to the installation of two cinema
halls of which the largest will serve principally for the projection of
the film retracing the 100 years of activity of the Red Cross on the
international level. Films of a more technical nature will be shown
in the other hall. It is also proposed to ask the cinemas in Geneva
to present films of a humanitarian character and to draw the attention
of the cinematographic and television news services to the Exhibition.

Other questions whose study is progressing concern the Com-
memorative Day of September 1, 1963 and the musical programme
for the opening ceremony, the organization of the procession and of
the festival, the reception and accommodation of those taking part, the
Centenary's medal and emblem, as well as the financing of the events.

As regards information, contact has been made with a number
of press personalities and a meeting at which the editors of several
leading Swiss newspapers were present, took place on June 27 at
the ICRC headquarters 1. This meeting, at which discussions took

1 Plate.
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place, was a great success, since nearly all the representatives of
newspapers which had been invited attended, for the most part in the
person of their editor. These gave valuable advice about the best ways
of organizing the press campaign for the Centenary.

Finally, it should be noted that a delegation of the Committee
for the organization of the XXth Conference was received on May
4 by the Geneva municipal and cantonal authorities who assured the
organizors of their full support.

Guests of the ICRC.—During the period extending from mid-May
to the beginning of July, the International Committee had the privilege
of welcoming to its headquarters a number of personalities, which
included the following : Mrs. M. E. Pfeiffer, Chief Commandant
of the South African Nursing Corps, Mrs. Pamela North, of the
Norfolk branch of the British Red Cross, Dr. D. Reja, member of the
Central Committee of the Yugoslav Red Cross, and Dr. M. Demsar,
member of the Committee of the Slovene Red Cross ; Mrs. Halina
Stefanska, member of the Central Council of the Polish Red Cross ;
Dr. K. Oaf, Surgeon at the Red Crescent hospital in Cairo and member
of the medical team of that Society in the Congo ; Mr. J. C. Margadant
and Mr. W. E. Tausent, in charge respectively of the Public Relations
Service and of the Press Service of the Netherlands Red Cross ; the
new Secretary-General of the World Federation of War Veterans,
Mr. Norman Acton, accompanied by Mr. Vladeta, Director of that
institution ; Dr. A. Bellerive, Chief of the WHO representation in the
Congo, the new Permanent Representative of Great Britain at the
European Office of the United Nations. Mr. P. L. Carter ; Dr. V.
Wachtfeidel, Dr. J. Pilcik and Mr. K. Michal, male nurse, all three
members of the medical team of the Czechoslovak Red Cross in the
Congo ; Mr. Richard Ohin, Member of the Health Service of the
Togo Red Cross and delegate of the Togo workers at the International
Labour Conference; Mr. R. Lecler, editor of the review " Good
Housekeeping " ; H. E. Mr. Harou Kouka, Nigerian Minister of
Health and Labour, Head of the Governmental Delegation to the
International Labour Conference; the new Permanent Delegate of
the German Federal Republic in Geneva, H. E. Count Hans Carl
von Hardenberg; Mr. Jacques Tschombe, Director of the Medical
Laboratory of Elisabethville ; Dr. Josef Benyi, Second Secretary of
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the Permanent Hungarian Mission in Geneva ; Col. Gerald Draper,
Professor at the Law Faculty of King's College, London ; the new
Permanent Delegate of the Netherlands in Geneva, H. E. Mr. J.
Kaufmann, Minister Plenipotentiary.

Six members of the Royal Society, London, Professor Leonard
Hawkes, Professor Helen Kemp Porter, Mr. Alfred Maurice Binnic,
Mr. Arthur Herbert Cook, Mr. Edward Hindle and Mr. Louis
Essen were welcomed to the ICRC and visited the Central Tracing
Agency.

The ICRC also had the pleasure of receiving various groups,
in particular the editors of Japanese newspapers on a study visit to
Europe and America under the auspices of the Japanese Newspaper
Editors' Association ; instructors and students of the Nurses' School
of the French Red Cross in Valence ; American Red Cross workers in
Europe ; instructors and students of the School for Visiting Medical
Assistants of the Italian Red Cross in Turin ; Professors of Sociology
on a study visit organized by the State University of Florida ; directors
and editors of leading Spanish newspapers and instructors and
students of the " Scandinavian University ".
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