
BOOKS AND REVIEWS

tenacity. She obtained the unreserved support of those to whom
she showed the necessity of humanitarian intervention, such as the
Grand Duchess Louise of Baden, the Empress of Germany and
Austria, the Czar, Bismark and many others. It was due also to
this determination that a National Society was created in the
United States after seventeen years of effort. She also succeeded
after a noble struggle in obtaining the signature in 1882 to the
Geneva Convention by the United States Senate. She proudly
announced the great news to Gustave Moynier several weeks later.

Both in the text and the illustrations, the author has thrown
light on the events with which Clara Barton was connected in the
desire which she always had of bringing aid, not only in disasters
in the United States but also during conflicts or catastrophes
elsewhere. Finally, he describes in moving fashion the last years
and death in 1912 of one of the shining examples of the Red Cross
movement.

J.-G. L.

GERTRUD SPORRI: " UR-OFFENBARUNGEN DER LIEBE IN
WERDEN DER MENSCHHEIT " *

After her philosophic and social studies, the author engaged in
Red Cross work before devoting several years to research work on
a subject than which there is none more difficult, namely, love of
one's neighbour and its evolution throughout the ages. She rightly
considers that " at a time when human rights are better known
and universally recognized, a clear knowledge of love and love of
knowledge are necessary ". This statement is taken from Mrs. Held's
foreword to this well illustrated book; she concludes: " As the
Generaloberin of the Bavarian Red Cross, I am pleased that
Gertrud Sporri also studies the fundamentals of the International
Red Cross in the framework of the law of nations. The unselfish
spirit of the Red Cross, in thought and deed, represents the acme
of love for humanity, both friend and foe ".

1 Rose-Verlag, Munich, 1966, 282 p.
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One of Miss Sporri's main ideas, in a chapter analysing the
motivating factors of humanitarianism, brings to mind Max Huber's
fine words in his book The Good Samaritan. " The practical expres-
sion of our common membership of the human race is the assertion
of human dignity ". Today, the Red Cross brings to everyday life
the profound urge to help those who suffer, irrespective of race,
religion and political affiliation, for love transcends all schisms,
weaknesses and hate, and it is in action in favour of an enemy that
it attains its full significance.

The author next considers the motivation of self-sacrifice and
altruism. We translate a passage of what she says : " In the event
of conflict, the ICRC acts as an intermediary between the opposing
parties. One of its characteristics is that it intervenes with each
belligerent in the enemy's favour. Here we see in war, whether
civil or international, without any association of ideology or
religion, a practical aspect of love for an enemy. Yet nobody bruits
it about. Love for humanity demands it and the will to put it into
practice is founded solidly on the law of nations."

Miss Sporri concludes by explaining, with references to religious
documents and the writings of various authors, the " agape"
concept which the Greeks distinguished from that of " eros ". She
shows the need for this in the world today and emphasizes that this
love, which is capable of the supreme sacrifice for one's fellow man,
sustains hope for a better world. In earlier chapters, with a wealth
of spiritual and intellectual content, she describes the link between
love and justice, recalling the Hindu, Buddhist, Hellenic and
Christian concepts of service to others. She also evokes some
modern ideas on the subject, particularly those of Martin Buber
and Max Huber.

The latter's writings are well known to Miss Sporri; she can
interpret his every nuance. She is, incidentally, the compiler of a
collection of various articles and lectures by Max Huber whose
ideas are as topical as ever.1 No one could have doubted it, but
Miss Sporri gives gratifying testimony, through her analyses which
are worthy of wider comment than space here allows. Her book

1 Max Huber : Das Internationale Rote Kreuz, Idee und Wirklichkeit,
Zurich, 1952.

502



BOOKS AND REVIEWS

abounds with gems from the treasures of human philosophy. In
addition, its central theme is one of the most important questions
of today, namely : what measure of humanity lies in each of us and
to what extent are we prepared to exceed social, national, religious
and other limitations, to bring help to those in need ?

J.-G. L.

The Red Cross World — League of Red Cross Societies, Geneva 1966,
No. 1.

Relief actions vary in size and in type. The appeal from Geneva may
be on behalf of victims of a measles epidemic in Turkey, for starving
refugees in Somalia, flood victims in Jordan, ex-detainees in Ghana,
Greek earthquake victims, famine-stricken refugees in Burundi, or
earthquake victims in Chile. All these and many more have happened
in the past few months. Each is a different and difficult challenge taxing
the resources and the ingenuity of even the most seasoned of Red Cross
relief experts. The opportunities for the alleviation and prevention of
suffering are almost without limit. Almost always the needs are vastly
greater than the means to meet them.

The world-wide Red Cross relief network is only as effective as the
support given it. Its work depends primarily on the never-failing
generosity of untold millions of people throughout the world. Every
relief action carried out gives further proof that human kindness is
inexhaustible, and creates new personal ties of understanding and
goodwill.

By organising human kindness in every country, and giving it
practical expression in international relief work, the League of Red
Cross Societies is steadily helping to build up a solid basis for peace. It
is against this future background, as well as that of alleviating human
suffering in emergency, that the achievements of the international Red
Cross relief actions must be measured.
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