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ADOLFO MARESCA: " LA PROTEZIONE INTERNATIONALE DEI
COMBATTENTI E DEI CIVILI " 1

The author, Mr. Adolfo Maresca was a member of the Italian
delegation at the Geneva Diplomatic Conference of 1949 which
drew up the four Geneva Conventions for the protection of war
victims.

This is a first general work published in Italian in connection
with these Conventions. General aspects of the 1949 Conference
are examined, as well as its preparation, legal character and
organization. An analysis is then made of the articles common to
the four Conventions, followed by a study of the purpose of each
of them.

Mr. Maresca's explanations and comments are extremely clear
and enable one to become familiar with the content of humanitarian
law and easily understand its purport.

The work also contains the texts of the resolutions adopted by
the Conference and three studies by the author on subjects of
topical interest. These relate to recent developments in the juridical
notion of warfare, factors concerning the legal definition of aggression
and aspects of the problem of hostages from a legal point of view.

This book, which also comprises the French version of the
Conventions, will be most useful to all Italian-speakers wanting
to know about the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their importance
for international law. C. P.

ERNST BAUM : " ROTES KREUZ UBER EUROPA " 2

The author of this brief work, amply illustrated and well
presented, has aimed at making known some of the actions of the

1 Dott. A. Giuffrfe, publishers, Milan, 1965, xiv 290 p.
* Osang Verlag, Munich, 1966, 112 p.
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Red Cross in Europe, a sort of anthology of some of the achieve-
ments accomplished under our emblem.

It is, for example, recalled how prompt were French Red Cross
rescue and first-aid workers during the fire which ravaged Marseilles
in 1938, how assistance was given to the victims of the Fre"jus
disaster. Mention is also made of the splendid initiative of the
Netherlands Red Cross which placed a steamer at the disposal of
the disabled and the seriously sick, thus enabling those who had
not left their rooms for many years to enjoy the delights of the
countryside.

The book also contains many other vivid examples of active
fellowship. These well illustrate, as said in the preface by
Mr. H. Beer, Secretary-General of the League, " the role played
by the Red Cross in the struggle against suffering, its efforts to adapt
itself to the requirements of our times, its accomplishments in the
practical field." This by itself is a tribute to the millions of men,
women and young people in all countries who today give service
to Henry Dunant's work. J.-G. L.

H. N. PANDIT: " HENRY DUNANT AND THE RED CROSS " 1

Mr. H. N. Pandit, Assistant Publicity Officer, Indian Red
Cross Society, has just published a short work which is full of
interest and liveliness and appears at the right moment. It will
enable readers whom we hope will be numerous to become ac-
quainted not only with Henry Dunant's personality and thought,
but also with the organization of our movement and with the
principles ruling it, which have been defined by Mr. J. Pictet in his
work and which, in the form of a Declaration, were adopted
recently by the XXth International Conference in Vienna.

The author also devotes a chapter to the Geneva Conventions
and another to the Junior Red Cross, to its activities, its deep
significance for the future and its rapid development. For it will be
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