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THE RED CROSS MEDICAL ACTION IN THE CONGO

The Red Cross medical teams in the Congo, which now include
more than 35 doctors, are continuing their work courageously in
conditions which are sometimes difficult. Several of the teams are
working in remote areas and are almost cut off from the outside
world. Nevertheless, in most cases, the ICRC Delegation is able to
send them the equipment and medicaments they need .should other
means of transport be lacking, by chartering private aircraft. A
donation of the British Red Cross made it possible to purchase and
dispatch a quantity of medicaments of which the teams were in need

The safety of these teams also raises delicate problems; in
February and March various incidents occurred, such as temporary
arrests, searches and even—fortunately an isolated case—ill-treat-
ment. The energetic approaches of the ICRC Delegation to civil
and military authorities on these occasions has led to some positive
results : in particular, the issue to each member of the teams of a
special military pass.

For his part, the Minister of Health, Mr. Bolya, broadcast the
following declaration over Radio Leopoldville which was also
published in the Congolese press :

On April 7, the Minister of Health, Mr. Bolya, received the
representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross, to
whom he expressed the gratitude of the Congolese Government and
people for the medical aid afforded the Congo by the Red Cross.

Fifteen voluntary medical teams, including 33 doctors, had been
made available by the National Red Cross Societies and were assisting
the population throughout the Congo. The Minister wished to take this
opportunity of expressing his regret for certain incidents to which some
of the teams had been exposed, and to give the assurance that the
Government would take all necessary steps to avoid a recurrence of
such incidents.
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The Minister of Health stressed in particular that the Provincial
Ministers should do their utmost to protect the Red Cross and WHO
teams, who were contributing so generously towards the maintenance of
the health of the population—which was their sole aim.

The two most recent teams under this programme, made avail-
able by the Turkish Red Crescent and the Red Cross in the German
Federal Republic, arrived in Leopoldville early in April. As men-
tioned in a previous issue, the medical relief action in the Congo,
which was originally planned for three months and subsequently
prolonged on two occasions, will come to an end on June 30, 1961.
This Red Cross emergency aid.will therefore have lasted just over
eleven months. It is to be hoped that, through measures taken by
the Congolese authorities and the World Health Organization, the
Red Cross teams will be relieved by other doctors and that there
will be no interruption in the medical assistance to the population.
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