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We follow the writer with unfailing interest in her wonderful
and charitable career, which she conjures up very modestly in the
chapter " No Day of Rest ". She left Germany only to continue
her work in other European countries devastated by the war, where
she took part in organizing vast relief operations. Later, with the
Vice-Chairman of the British Red Cross, the Countess of Limerick,
we find her in the USSR, in China and Sweden where her invaluable
co-operation helped in establishing contacts between numerous
National Societies.

When one comes to analyze this book, one realizes that every
episode described by the author, each one in itself a microcosm
against the tragic back-cloth of the post-war years, radiates the
desire to relieve suffering and to heal—and all this with such a
perfect sense of reality and hopefulness, that " No time to kill "
can rank amongst the best. One can also say that it is at all times a
pleasure to read, thanks to the lively dialogues and the vivid
descriptions : the book is illustrated by a large number of photo-
graphs.

J.Z.

THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

by

HENRI COURSIER

This book, which has already appeared in French in a well
known series1, has been translated into English by M.C.S. Phipps
of the Translation Section of the International Committee. The
English edition will be published in Geneva at the same time as the
first number of the English publication of the Revue internationale.

1 Published by the Presses universitaires de France, Paris, in the " Que
sais-je ? " series, under the title La Croix-Rouge internationale.
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We hope that this work will thus reach the very large public which
it deserves, since its author, a member of the Legal Department of
the ICRC, has a profound knowledge of Red Cross problems and of
the working of its various institutions.

Such a work is indispensable in view of the continuous evolution
and the increasing complexity of the Red Cross movement, since
it is essential to make an assessment of all that has been achieved as
well as to analyse clearly the different spheres in which humanita-
rian action is most in evidence today. Besides, international instit-
utions have become so numerous that it is to be hoped that more
and more people will learn how they are organized and what their
work consists of.

Starting with a most interesting historical account of events
before the founding of the Red Cross, Mr. Coursier then leads on to
the year 1859, to Henry Dunant and to the rdle of the Committee
of Five. Having described the intervention of the Red Cross in the
two world wars and denned the significance of the Conventions
signed in Geneva in 1949, he then makes a brief and excellent sum-
mary, by referring to Jean S. Pictet's book, of Red Cross principles.
As he says when describing the organic and fundamental principles :
" Taken together, they sum up the past achievements of the Inter-
national Red Cross and commit it to future action ".

Chapter II deals with the organization of the International Red
Cross, its statutes, the place and the role of the ICRC and of the
League of Red Cross Societies, the various bodies of the Red Cross
and their respective responsibilities. He asks : " Can it be said that
the Red Cross as an organization has reached its final stage ?
Without doubt this cannot be said to be the case, since the Inter-
national Red Cross is not a static organization. It is in fact through
movement that it can best realize its efforts. The Red Cross has a
mission and it has remained faithful to its old tradition of fighting
against suffering wherever it may be found and on behalf of respect
for human dignity. One need only say that its task is far from
finished in the world in which we live today. "

In his third and final chapter, Mr. Coursier describes the various
activities of the Red Cross. His ability in the legal field and his
own experience of human problems enable him to paint an accurate
and remarkable picture of the part which is being played by the
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various institutions known collectively as the International Red
Cross, whose role it is to fight against the misery resulting from
disturbances within States as well as from international conflicts.

Since Mr. Coursier's intentions have been above all to describe
the organization of the International Red Cross, its principles and
its legal foundations, he has not attempted to write a historical
record of its activities. He has therefore limited himself to sum-
marizing the most recent action of the Red Cross in various fields :
relief, public health, social rehabilitation, etc. in favour of so many
different categories of victims, refugees, members of dispersed
families, political detainees, war disabled, the civilian population
in time of war, missing persons . . . It should be added that the
author has rounded off his work with diagrams illustrating the role
of the Red Cross in the world and its organization, together with
a bibliography of the principal works which have appeared on the
subject.

Written in elegant style and at all times objective, this book
concentrates on essentials. It can be highly recommended to all
who want to know about the history, internal organization and the
national and international action of the Red Cross. Here will be
found a perfectly clear and complete account of the greatest of all
humanitarian institutions which the world has ever seen, one which
strives effectively and all the time against suffering, allowing men
to hope for better things to come.

J.-G. L.
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