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months earlier could continue its work under the responsibility of
the Congolese assistant, with the consent of the National Red
Cross Society 1.

The Service will continue to carry on in Leopoldville, for the next
few months, this traditional activity of the ICRC, by which the cost
will be borne. Later the work will be entrusted to the Congolese
Red Cross, which will thus become the first of the newly constituted
African States to have a Tracing Service in accordance with the
provisions of the Geneva Convention of 1949.

Ed. L. J.

ICRC ACTIVITIES IN ALGERIA

A mission of the International Committee of the Red Cross, the
eighth since 1955, went to Algeria from January 25 to February 23,
1961, in order to visit the principal centres and prisons in which
arrested persons had been detained as a result of the events. This
mission, which consisted of Mr. Pierre Gaillard, Mr. Roger Vust and
Dr. J . L. de Chastonay, visited 61. places of detention of various
categories, as well as hospitals in which there were prisoners and
detainees2. During the course of these visits, relief supplies were
handed over to persons under detention. Wherever they went the
delegates of the ICRC were able to talk without witnesses and at
length with detainees whom they themselves had selected or with
those who had expressed the wish to speak with them.

The report dealing with these visits was handed to the French
Government on 7th March. In addition, the head of the ICRC mis-
sion submitted its main observations and suggestions to Mr. Jean
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Morin, the Government's General Delegate, to General Gambiez,
Commander-in-chief of the French forces in Algeria and to Mr. Louis
Joxe, Minister of State for Algerian Affairs, who received him in
Paris on 6th March.

On the other hand, representatives of the ICRC went to Algeria,
in December 1960, in order to convoy donations in kind intended
for the resettled population. Other consignments are also on their
way to Algeria.

These relief supplies exceeded a total value of 700,000 Swiss
francs. These are handed over by the ICRC to the French Red
Cross which in turn arranges for their distribution amongst the
resettlement centres by the twenty-one mobile nursing teams of
that Society. Representatives of the ICRC visited some fifteen of
these teams who are working in behalf of the resettled population.

Finally, Mr. Gaillard, was instructed by the ICRC to make
contact in Tunis between March 2-5 with the provisional Govern-
ment of the Algerian Republic, in order to investigate problems
connected with the tracing and the protection of missing persons
and of French prisoners held by the ALN.
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