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NEW MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

At its plenary session on June 1, 1961, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross elected two members : Mr. Samuel Gonard
and Mr. Hans Meuli.

Born in 1896 at Neuchatel, Mr. Gonard is Bachelor of Laws,
Colonel-Commandant of a Corps in the Swiss Army and a former
professor in the military section of the Federal Polytechnical
School in Zurich. After having been an officer instructor and
having studied at the Ecole de Guerre in Paris, Mr. Gonard was
appointed in 1939 Chief of Personal Staff to General Guisan, who
had himself been a member of the ICRC from 1945; he was then
successively Chief of Operations and Assistant Chief of the General
Staff. He subsequently became a Divisional, then an Army Corps
Commander.

He recently gave a course of lectures on the history of war to the
University Institute of International Graduate Studies in Geneva.

The International Committee will be pleased to have as an
associate in its humanitarian work, Mr. S. Gonard, who is shortly
relinquishing his military duties, and it can assure him of an active
and a very useful participation in the tasks of the Red Cross.

Born in 1897 at Marstetten (Thurgovie), Mr. Hans Meuli
studied at Basle and Geneva, then practised medicine in his canton
of origin until 1946, when he was appointed Chief Medical Officer
of the Swiss Army. This appointment he held until May 1960.

During the first and second world wars he held commissioned
rank in the Army Medical Service, was promoted lieutenant-
colonel in 1945 and subsequently held the rank of Colonel com-
manding a Brigade. On the international level his activities have
also been very considerable. In particular he represented his
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country at the last three International Conferences of the Red
Cross, as well as at the Diplomatic Conference of Geneva of 1949.
He has also published articles on military medicine, the history of
medicine and the problem of the disabled.

The International Committee has great pleasure in being able
to count on Mr. Meuli's co-operation, especially as he has already
rendered valuable services by taking part in a number of meetings
of experts, which it has convened. It has need of the enlightened
advice of persons of note, who have had much varied experience
which they will be able to place whole-heartedly in the service of
the humanitarian ideal. It is for this reason that the International
Committee will find the counsels of Mr. Gonard and of Mr. Meuli
most valuable.
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