
A GLANCE THROUGH THE REVIEWS

The Red Cross World. — Geneva, January-March 1961.

The latest issue of the official organ of the League of Red Cross
Societies is devoted to the organization of Red Cross relief. The striking
photographs which illustrate this review show first-aid workers engaged
in disasters such as floods and earthquakes, helping refugees, etc.
wherever they occur in the world.

Various articles deal with the achievements of the National Societies
and the League in this field. Thus, for example, Mr. M. Gazay, Assistant
Director of the Information and Publications Bureau of the League,
gives a very vivid account of his mission to Morocco where he was sent
to look after a camp for victims at Agadir. Mr. Roy Popkin, Assistant
to the National Director of the Disaster Services of the American Red
Cross, describes the " Disaster College " of that Society and the courses
which are conducted each year by the American Red Cross Disaster
Services. Those who need an elementary introduction to disaster relief
as well as those who want an advanced training can attend these courses
held by the various regional branches of the Society. " The students of
the ' Disaster College ' are Red Cross social workers, field representatives,
nurses, supply experts, and building and construction specialists ".

Under the heading " Disaster Relief through a Century ", Mr. H. W.
Dunning, former Secretary-General of the League, has written an
interesting article in which he traces the history of disaster relief since
the principle was accepted by the founders of the Red Cross. We repro-
duce below the introduction to this article.

" Disaster relief, as it is known today, did not come full bloomed
into the Red Cross. In fact, it was frowned upon by the founding fathers
for a number of years as extraneous to the primary aim of the Red
Cross, the implementation of the first Geneva Convention of 1864 for
' the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded in Armies in the
Field '.

It was only when local Associations of the Red Cross continued to
practise and develop it that at the Second International Red Cross
Conference in Berlin, in 1869, a compromise was reached in the form of
Resolutions Nos. 20 and 21 which provided that ' assistance and relief
in disasters which may afflict peoples during peacetime is a condition of
the vigorous development of the Societies and a useful preparation for
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their wartime work .. . Relief Societies should, therefore, in peacetime
devote themselves to humanitarian work corresponding to their wartime
duties.'

Subsequent Conferences became even more cautious: the third one
(1884) stipulated that ' Red Cross Societies may in peacetime associate
themselves as far as possible with humanitarian work corresponding to
their wartime duties ' and the Seventh Conference in 1902 limited itself
to ' recognizing' the participation of the Red Cross in disaster relief
work. [The italics are the author's.]

After that, the subject was dropped until the foundation of the
League of Red Cross Societies in May, 1919.

This, of course, does not mean that local or regional Red Cross
Associations and National Societies did nothing in the way of disaster
relief in the meanwhile, but it was usually limited to medical and nursing
services.

Even the League in its early days hesitated over the question of
disaster relief. Most of the 26 original member Societies had little or no
experience in it and the problem of arousing governmental and public
interest in international assistance appeared enormous.

A proposal by the Eleventh International Red Cross Conference in
1923 ' to leave it to the League of Nations and to Governments through-
out the world to examine under what form they shall cooperate . . . in
the development of international relief work in case of disaster ' was
greeted by many delegates with a sigh of relief.

However, the League did set about encouraging and assisting
National Societies to build up relief organizations and to contribute to
international relief actions such as a typhus campaign in Europe and
aid to victims of famine in Russia and earthquakes in Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Japan and Persia.

Soon after the outbreak of World War II, the League and the
International Committee of the Red Cross combined to form the Joint
Relief Commission which during the next six years distributed aid valued
at more than $200 million to distressed civilian populations in Belgium,
China, Finland, France, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia and the USSR.

In 1946, however, this Commission was dissolved, at the request of
the League, which then proceeded to establish its own Relief Bureau.

It was the beginning of a new era in international disaster relief."
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