
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

AUXILIARY HEALTH PERSONNEL

According to information given by the World Health Organi-
zation, the need for auxiliary health personnel is increasingly
acute both in the less-developed countries where fully trained
doctors are scarce, and in developed areas where the contrary is
true. The more specialized medicine becomes, the more work the
doctor can, and should pass on to someone else, especially essential
laboratory and other technical procedures.

This was underlined at a recent meeting of a World Health
Organization Expert Committee on Professional and Technical
Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel, attended by
specialists from eight countries.

It was pointed out, for example, that there were more than
29,000 auxiliary health workers in the US Veterans Administration
alone. Also in the USSR, which is one of the countries of the world
best supplied with doctors in proportion to population, there is
still a substantial demand for medium-grade health staff with
fewer years of preparation.

The training and employment of doctors and other professional
personnel is so expensive that it is considered uneconomical for
them to spend their time on tasks that can be done by skilled
assistants.

On the other hand, all classes of health workers are lacking
in many countries, and auxiliaries must undertake great responsi-
bilities until enough professional personnel can be trained.

The Expert Committee outlined the best methods of preparing
these auxiliaries for their work, especially medical assistants,
auxiliary nurses, midwives, etc.

A distinction was made between multi-purpose and single
purpose workers, an example of the latter being sprayers in malaria
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eradication teams who are required to perform a relatively simple
task for a limited time. It was considered preferable, however,
whenever possible, to give a broader training than this, with the
emphasis on public health, so that the auxiliaries could be rapidly
adapted to other posts when required.

8th MEETING ON MEDICAL INTERNATIONAL LAW

Readers of the Revue Internationale will know that a Working
Party was constituted several years ago to study certain problems
connected with medical international law. This party consisted of
representatives of the World Medical Association, the International
Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy and of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross, as well as of the World Health
Organization in the capacity of observer.

At the end of March of this year the Working Party held its
eighth meeting at the headquarters of the World Medical Association
in Geneva. It continued its study of the protection of civilian
medical personnel in times of conflict and made a special examin-
ation of the measures which should be taken to introduce into
positive international law the regulations which it had recently
drawn up on the subject, as well as deciding upon the emblem for
the medical profession, the staff of Aesculapius, red on a white
ground.

The Working Party also studied the question of the status of
medical personnel which had fallen into the hands of the enemy and
was held by him and of the eventual definition of its status which
would ensure the continuation at all times of the medical activities
of detained personnel.

The study of the problems thus raised will be pursued by each
of the organizations represented in the Working Party until its
next meeting, which will take place in the Spring of 1962.
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