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THE VISIT OF THE ICRC'S PRESIDENT TO NORWAY

Mr. Leopold Boissier, President of the International Committee,
went to Norway last month, having been recently invited by the
Students' Associations of the Polytechnicum of Trondhjem and of
the University of Oslo to explain to their members the work of the
Red Cross and the problems facing the ICRC in the world today.

On September 9 at the Students' centre of the Trondhjem
Polytechnicum, he spoke to nearly a thousand young people and
representatives of the National Red Cross Society of that town, on
the theme : " What contribution can youth bring towards the
establishment of a lasting peace ? ", taking as an example the
charitable action of the Red Cross. On the next day at the head-
quarters of the Nobel Foundation at Oslo he spoke about the
problem of " the protection of the individual in modern conflicts "
to an audience consisting of representatives of students' associations,
youth movements, academic circles and of the directors of the
National Red Cross.

During his short stay in Norway, Mr. Boissier had long dis-
cussions on questions of mutual interest with Mr. Ulf Styren,
President of the National Red Cross, who accompanied him during
his journeys between Oslo and Trondhjem. He also met other
members of the Committee at the Society's headquarters. On that
occasion Mr. Styren invested Mr. Boissier with Norway's highest
Red Cross decoration, the Meritorious Medal with Palms.

Mr. Boissier also took the opportunity of saying how grateful
the ICRC had been to the people of Norway and to the National
Society for the most valuable aid which they had given during the
recent relief actions in the Congo ; six doctors and two nurses
having taken part in the medical action and several hundred tons
of dried fish having been sent in aid of the population in South
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Kasai. Doctors and nurses of the Norwegian Red Cross at Lulua-
bourg, Matadi and Popokabaka had worked under the Red Cross
emblem with great devotion and under most difficult conditions.

After holding a press conference within the frame-work of the
Annual Red Cross Fortnight, the President of the ICRC finally
visited the new Oslo district hospital, one of the most modern
establishments and the adjoining Nursing School. This school is in
fact one of the triumphs of the National Red Cross Society. The
new buildings, in which it has only recently installed itself, con-
structed in a very modern style are set amongst trees and grass.
In the central block there are class-rooms, training and conference
halls which are admirably arranged and equipped. One hundred and
twenty nurses are accommodated in four wings, each of which con-
sisting of twenty bed-rooms, small lecture and conference rooms,
libraries, laundries and other offices.

The representatives of the ICRC — Mr. Boissier accompanied
by Mr. Melchior Borsinger, Secretary to the Presidency — were
everywhere most warmly welcomed, and this visit to Norway has
demonstrated the excellent relations which have existed between
the ICRC and the National Society since 1865, when the latter was
founded.
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