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As mentioned by Mr. J. Pictet, ICRC Vice-President and Chairman
of the Conference, at the closing meeting, to reach consensus on many
points had proved more difficult than had been expected. He pointed out
that both the Lucerne and the Lugano sessions had achieved results which
would later bear fruit. He added that, in view of the humanitarian stakes,
the ICRC would be prepared to continue with the work. In the new
publication here presented, the reader will see what general tendencies
have emerged, and may take cognizance of the copious documentary
material.

It is now for governments, particularly those whose plenipotentiaries
are at this moment meeting in Geneva for the third session of the Diplo-
matic Conference on Humanitarian Law, to decide the best procedure to
bring to fruition the work so far carried out in this undoubtedly difficult
field, but one which is so important for mankind, as it concerns the security
of States.

" THE RED CROSS AND MY COUNTRY " IN ETHIOPIA
AND PORTUGAL

On a number of occasions International Review has mentioned the
ICRC efforts to make known, through the school textbook The Red
Cross and My Country, the underlying principles of the Geneva Con-
ventions. More than a million copies of twenty versions of the textbook
have been distributed. In more than sixty countries in Africa, Latin
America, Asia and Europe, it has been a pronounced success. It is
intended to imbue primary school pupils with a sense of the fundamental
Red Cross principles, and is supplemented by a "Teacher's Manual".

It was recently introduced into Ethiopia and Portugal.

Ethiopia

On 3 March 1976, at the headquarters in Addis Ababa of the Ethio-
pian Red Cross, a ceremony took place to mark the presentation by the
ICRC, represented by its delegate Mr. R. Gaillard-Moret, of 30,000
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copies of the textbook. Several officials attended, including Mr. A. Gule-
lat, Vice-Minister for Education, Dr. T. Mekuria, Second Vice-President
of the Ethiopian Red Cross, and Mr. Teserra Worq Shimelis, the
National Society's Secretary General.

The ICRC hopes that, with the delivery of the textbook, a lesson on
the Red Cross will be introduced into school programmes.

During the same presentation ceremony, the ICRC delegate gave
15,000 copies of the ICRC's "Soldier's Manual" to the authorities. This
book, for the armed forces, concentrates attention on the essential
provisions of the Geneva Conventions.

Portugal

A ceremony took place at the beginning of March at the headquarters
of the Portuguese Red Cross, in Lisbon. Mr. F. Payot, ICRC delegate,
gave 52,000 copies of The Red Cross and My Country and the Teacher's
Manual to the National Society.x The booklets had been translated by the
Portuguese Red Cross and printed by the ICRC, which asked the
Ministry of Education to introduce them into primary schools for pupils
in the higher classes.

1 Plate.
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