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EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Africa

Angola

ICRC action in the People's Republic of Angola. — During the last few
months the ICRC has carried on in Angola its assistance (medico-
surgical services and distribution of food to needy persons) and its pro-
tection (mainly the work of the Central Tracing Agency), with a team of
delegates at Luanda, another at Huambo, and three medico-surgical
teams, one at Dalatando, one at Vouga, and one mobile, visiting the
hospitals and dispensaries in the Huambo district. The team at Dalatando
was provided by the Swedish Red Cross, the Vouga team by the British
Red Cross, and the mobile team by the Swiss Red Cross. In all, the
ICRC delegation in the People's Republic of Angola (RPA), led by
Mr. C.-A. Neukomm, numbered thirty persons, not counting the locally
recruited staff.

From the beginning of its work in Angola until mid-March the ICRC
had sent more than 970 tons of medical supplies and foodstuffs and
20,000 blankets, to a value of some 3.3 million Swiss francs. Since then
an aircraft chartered by the ICRC has delivered 40 tons of medical
supplies, baby food and protein-rich foods, seven tons of which were
provided by UNICEF.

For refugees in the south of Angola. — On 24 January the ICRC opened
a five-man delegation at Windhoek in Namibia, to assist several thousand
displaced persons in camps at Pereira d'Eca, Calai and Cuangar in the
south of Angola. Between that date and the closure of the delegation on
the 27 March, the delegates distributed 85 tons of relief supplies com-
prising 338 family-size tents, 3,260 blankets, medicaments, foodstuffs,
toilet requisites and various utensils. On leaving Windhoek the delegates
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handed over twelve tons of supplies to the South African Red Cross. The
total value of this assistance is estimated at 370,000 Swiss francs.

Of these 97 tons of supplies, 31 tons sent from Europe by air had been
provided by the ICRC and the Red Cross Societies of the Federal
Republic of Germany, Italy, Portugal, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom, 31 tons had been bought locally by the ICRC, and 35 tons had
been provided by the South African Red Cross.

Just before the withdrawal of the South African troops who ensured
the safety and smooth-running of these camps, the ICRC several times
approached the Permanent Mission of South Africa in Geneva, and the
authorities of the People's Republic of Angola in Luanda, to call the
attention of both governments to the danger to the displaced persons
between the departure of the South African troops and the arrival of the
Angolan authorities.

When making this approach to the Government of the People's
Republic of Angola, the ICRC pointed out that its function for the
benefit of these displaced persons was to provide material assistance.
It offered to continue doing so if required after the departure of the South
African troops.

Zaire

An ICRC medical and relief mission, consisting of a delegate, a
doctor and a nurse, was in Zaire from the beginning of February to mid-
March, to assist several thousand Angolans who had sought refuge in
Zaire. These refugees were first concentrated at Songololo before being
distributed to a dozen reception centres which had been deserted by
former refugees from Angola towards mid-1975.

The doctor and nurse, as a mobile medical team, carried out a two-
fold action. They organized medical relief, mainly by founding six
dispensaries in the refugee centres. They also started a programme of
milk and vitamin distribution for children and of high-protein foods for
adults.

All the centres, in which there were in total some 10,000 refugees,
were visited every third day. In this way, with the help of local religious
missions, several hundred children and adults were saved from starvation
and disease.

For this action, now being carried on by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, the ICRC sent by air nearly seven tons of
food and medicaments valued at 73,000 Swiss francs.
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Burundi

In March an ICRC mission comprising two regional delegates, Mr. U.
Bedert and Mr. J.-F. Borel, a delegate, Mr. J.-F. Labarthe, and a doctor,
Dr. H. Meyenberger, undertook a further series of visits to places of
detention in Burundi. The mission went to eight prisons—at Mpimba,
Bubanza, Ngozi, Muramvya, Gitega, Bururi, Rumonge and Muyimga—
where there were some 1,750 detainees, several dozen of whom were
held for political reasons. The delegates talked in private with detainees
of their choice.

In agreement with the Minister of Justice, the penitentiary authorities
and the Burundi Red Cross, the mission set up an assistance programme
valued at 30,000 Swiss francs. In addition to the customary type of
distribution to detainees—blankets, toilet requisites, medicaments—the
programme includes the improvement of sanitation and the introduction
of workshops in several prisons.

Throughout their mission the ICRC delegates were helped by the very
co-operative authorities and National Society.

Somalia

Mr. J.-F. Borel, ICRC delegate in East Africa, was in Somalia at the
beginning of March. He was well received by the Somali authorities and
Red Crescent with whom he conferred on a number of subjects of com-
mon interest. He also met representatives of the Somali Liberation Front
and went to the north of the country to survey the conditions in which
refugees from Djibouti were living.

Following its delegate's report, the ICRC in Geneva sent to Moga-
dishu, for these refugees, 50 tons of flour and 10 tons of milk powder
donated by the Swiss Government, and a consignment of medicaments
valued at 5,000 Swiss francs.

Latin America

Chile

In March the ICRC delegation in Chile, led by Mr. R. K. Jenny,
visited fifteen places of detention in which there were 543 detainees. The
delegates distributed toothpaste, toothbrushes, detergents, disinfectants,
other toilet requisites, clothing, food and games, to a value of about
3,000 dollars. They also provided the prison infirmaries with 137 kgs of
medicaments.
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At the same time the delegation continued giving assistance to
detainees' families: 470 families in Santiago and 1,870 in the provinces.
This assistance was equivalent to 15,000 dollars.

It should not be forgotten that the ICRC does not have access to all
detainees immediately after their arrest. The Chilean authorities allow
the delegates to visit camps holding persons detained under the emer-
gency regulations, civilian prisons, and some military prisons. On the
other hand, the ICRC is still not allowed to visit certain centres under the
authority of security agencies, with one exception where delegates may go
but may not talk in private with the detainees as they do in other places of
detention.

Cuba

Mr. S. Nessi, delegate-general for Latin America, was received in
Habana by representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of
Public Health, and by leaders of the Cuban Red Cross. Discussions
concerned mainly the activities of the ICRC and the organization of the
National Society, which is very active particularly in the medico-social
field. Mr. Nessi also visited the National Society's main premises in
Habana and one of the provincial sections.

Mexico

From 6 February to 20 March, Mr. C. du Plessis, regional delegate for
Central America and the Caribbean, and Mr. F. Amar, delegate, after
contacting the Federal and State authorities, visited twenty-four places of
detention: six in the Federal District, four in the State of Sinaloa, three
in the State of Guerrero, two in the State of Chihuahua, two in the
State of Sonora and one each in the States of Jalisco, Aguascalientes,
San Luis Potosi, Caxaca, Puebla, Nuevo-Leon and Morelos.

This mission covering a wide territory, the ICRC delegates had
contact with leading members not only of the Central Committee but
also of local committees of the Mexican Red Cross, thereby obtaining a
better insight into the work of the provincial branches of the National
Society.

Middle East
Lebanon

In view of the gravity of the situation in Lebanon, the ICRC has
taken further steps to strengthen its Beirut delegation and to increase its
humanitarian aid to the inhabitants of isolated enclaves. For that pur-
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LEBANON

The operating theatre at the ICRC field hospital in Beirut.

Photo J.-J. Kurz/ICRC
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LEBANON

Central Tracing Agency office at the ICRC Beirut delegation.

Photo J.-J. Kurz/ICRC



Yemen Arab Republic: Repatriation of Yemeni nationals by an aircraft on charter
to the ICRC.

Photo J.-J. Kurz/ICRC

Portugal: An ICRC delegate (left centre) handing a copy of The Red Cross and
My Country to the President of the Portuguese Red Cross (right centre).
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pose, the ICRC decided to send two mobile medical teams, more
delegates and fresh medical supplies, necessitating an outlay of at least
half-a-million Swiss francs.

The first mobile medical team—a doctor, a female nurse and a dele-
gate—began its work in the Bekaa plain in the east of the country on
22 March.l Its mission is to help isolated communities in dire straits
because their food and medicaments are exhausted. The second medical
team left Switzerland on 31 March for Akkar, in the north. The team
travelled via Damascus which is the logistics base for both teams, their
destinations being too difficult of access from Beirut. As this report was
being written, a surgeon was on his way to the Baalbeck regional hospital
which could not operate for want of a surgeon.

At Beirut, developments made it impossible for the ICRC to reach the
town's hospitals from the airport. To remedy this, and consistent with its
principle that it must help all victims, the ICRC sent two delegates to
Jounieh in order to deliver medical supplies to the wounded and sick in the
eastern part of the town. For that purpose it delivered to Cyprus by a
chartered aircraft on 30 March eleven tons of blood plasma, blood
substitutes, transfusion and surgical equipment, dressings, antibiotics,
and various drugs, to a value of 220,000 Swiss francs. The consignment
was shipped the following day to Jounieh.

By mid-April the ICRC had in the western sector of the town a
twelve-man team at the ICRC delegation and at the ICRC office at the
airport, and a field hospital in the Ouzai district. This eight-tent hospital,
with a 120-bed capacity, was set up on 13 February and by mid-April had
treated some 3,000 wounded and sick. It was staffed by ten doctors and
nurses provided by the Nordic Red Cross Societies, helped by a score of
local staff.

In the last few weeks the ICRC has continued sending consignments
to Lebanon. From October 1975 to 11 April it sent more than 167 tons of
relief supplies to a value of 3 million Swiss francs, for the benefit of
victims of all parties.

Financial appeal
At the end of March the ICRC launched a fresh appeal to all govern-

ments and National Societies for the funds which it so urgently requires.

Contributions by 31 March 1976 Swiss francs

Governments 1,733,400
National Societies 402,000
Miscellaneous 3,000

2,138,400
1 Plate.
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Expenditure as at 31 March 1976

Operating expenses 300,000
Relief supplies (purchased by ICRC) 1,600,000
Field hospital 350,000
Relief supplies provided by National Societies . . . 2,750,000

5,000,000
Monthly budget for continued ICRC operations
Operating expenses 210,000
Field hospital operations

(depending on number of patients) 200,000-400,000
Cost of mobile medical teams

(including equipment and supplies) 250,000
Sundry relief supplies according to

needs

Yemen Arab Republic

For the month of February Mr. J. de Courten, ICRC regional dele-
gate, was on mission in the Yemen Arab Republic, mainly to make
preparations, in co-operation with the authorities and the emerging
National Red Crescent, for the repatriation of some 500 Yemeni nationals
from Ho-Chi-Minh-Ville.1 He had many contacts with the authorities and
the National Society concerning national Red Crescent activities,
conditions in prisons (following the series of prison visits in the Yemen
Arab Republic last December), the dissemination of knowledge of the
Geneva Conventions and of the Red Cross principles in the armed forces
and in schools, and the work of the ICRC in the Middle East.

People's Democratic Republic of Yemen

Mr. de Courten went also to Aden where he had worthwhile discus-
sions with the authorities and the emergent Red Crescent Society. The
main topics of the talks were the accession of the People's Democratic
Republic of Yemen to the Geneva Conventions, and the development of
the National Society.

Israel and the occupied territories

Following the trouble which broke out in the occupied territories
during the last few weeks, and the measures taken by the Israeli authori-

1 See International Review, April 1976.
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ties to repress it, the ICRC delegates on the spot and whose freedom of
movement had not been restricted, checked whether the relevant provi-
sions of the Geneva Conventions were respected. They took note of
complaints and approached the Israeli authorities whenever appropriate.
They protested, for example, against the expulsion to Lebanon of two
inhabitants of Hebron and Bireh, on the West Bank of the Jordan.

In addition, several Arab Governments and Red Crescent Societies
had asked the ICRC to intervene.
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