
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

A CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNT OF SOLFERINO

The Canadian Red Cross has sent us an article which was published
by the Toronto Weekly Message in its issue of 16 July 1859, only a few
days after the Battle of Solferino. It well illustrates the mood of people all
over the world when they heard of the slaughter which caused so much pain
and suffering. Dunant's book gave the fullest account of the carnage and
produced the most lasting results because in addition to relating the horrors
of war it offered constructive proposals to moderate them.

Under the heading "Mightiest Battle of the Age We Live In", the
Canadian paper alluded to the huge number of men thrown into the battle,
and the figures which it gave of the dead, wounded and missing were an
eloquent appeal to find a means of avoiding such disasters.

"Three hundred thousand men scientifically engaged in murdering
one another with all the terrible weapons and machinery of death which
experience has enabled man to arm himself with ! Such was the horrible
encounter at Solferino, which lasted from sunrise on Friday, June 24th,
until the darkness of night compelled the infuriated combatants to stop
the deadful slaughter.

"After sixteen hours of thundering sounds and dense smoke, and
shrill death shrieks, and the rush of squadrons shaking the earth, and the
measured tramp of many thousands marching to death, and of the
shouts of multitudes in strong excitement, the turmoil subsides and we
are told that upon one side alone 35,000 killed and wounded are stretched
upon the plain. No eye can take it all in, for it extends beyond human
vision; no ear can hear it all, for the boom of the cannon which tears a
chasm through the human mass at the wing is inaudible at the centre;
a single groan is lost in such a chaos of butchery as this...

"The Austrians left behind them when they retreated after their
defeat, about 50,000 men killed, wounded, maimed and prisoners."

210


