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Africa

Angola

General situation. — The political and military developments in
Angola after its accession to independence on 11 November 1975,
affected ICRC action, which has been pursued under more difficult
conditions. In particular, the ICRC was no longer free to move about
from one area to another as it had been doing previously; as a result
of this, the DC-6 aircraft, which it had chartered and by means of which
regular supply links had been established with its teams throughout
Angolan territory, returned to Switzerland. The ICRC delegates,
however, continued their work of protection (visiting prisoners, trans-
mitting family messages, registering missing persons) and assistance
(medical and surgical work and distribution of food to displaced persons)
by adapting it to the new conditions. They were able to do this as
emergency supplies had been accumulated locally before independence
and consignments were subsequently sent by sea or by charter flights.

Mr. Schmidt, ICRC delegate general for Africa, carried out a mission
in December 1975 to all the parties involved in the conflict with a view
to contacting the new authorities and seeking a solution to these
problems. He discussed questions relating to the continuation of ICRC
activities and particularly to the possibility of resuming emergency
flights. In Kampala he was also received by Marshal Idi Amin Dada,
the Chairman in office of the Organization of African Unity (OAU),
whom he informed of the action undertaken by the ICRC in Angola and
of the difficulties encountered. At the same time talks were held with
the Governments of Zaire and the People's Republic of the Congo with
a view to the possible opening of two logistics bases, in Kinshasa and
Brazzaville respectively, which could have served as relief bases for all
areas of Angola.
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On President Idi Amin Dada's invitation, Mr. Schmidt, accompanied
by Mr. Roger Santschy, ICRC delegate, was present in his capacity as
an observer at the Special Conference of the Heads of Member States
of the OAU on the Angola problem, which was held at Addis Ababa
from 10 to 12 January 1976. As the conference, however, failed to find a
political solution to the conflict, no action could be taken either in
respect of humanitarian assistance.

At the end of January the ICRC recalled its medical co-ordinator
and its heads of delegation in the field to Geneva for consultations, in
order to review the situation and lay down the basis for the ICRC's
future action in Angola.

New plan of operation. — As a result of these discussions, and taking
into account the developments in the country, the ICRC set up a new
plan of operation for the first half of 1976. Apart from maintaining the
three medico-surgical teams which have been operating since the
beginning of the ICRC action, the plan provided for the dispatch of
about ten mobile medical teams, each consisting of a doctor and a nurse,
who would cover the entire country.

The ICRC also decided to continue its customary activities for
prisoners, and the work of the Central Tracing Agency.

The budget prepared at the beginning of February amounted to
16 million Swiss francs, of which 14 million were for relief (100 tons
medicaments and medical equipment, 1,870 tons supplementary supplies,
and 300 tons miscellaneous items including blankets, clothing, toilet
articles, etc.) and 2 million for operational costs.

Mr. J. P. Hocke, Director of ICRC Operations, went to Luanda at
the end of February to discuss this plan with the Government of the
People's Republic of Angola.

Delegates' activities. — At the beginning of February, two delegates,
who went to the Sao Salvador area in the north of Angola to assess the
situation of 10,000 displaced persons who urgently required assistance,
were joined soon afterwards in Kinshasa by a mobile medical team.

After the forces of the People's Republic of Angola had taken over
the town of Uige, the medico-surgical team (provided for the ICRC by
the Swiss Red Cross) which was posted to the hospital there was replaced
by Angolan doctors. At the time of going to press, new posting of the
ICRC team had not yet been decided upon.

Near the southern border a delegate, who visited four refugee camps
sheltering 11,000 persons, made an estimate of the needs and distributed
emergency relief supplies.
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In mid-February the ICRC delegation in Huambo consisted of six
delegates and a mobile medical team (Swiss Red Cross). When the town
was taken over by the forces of the People's Republic of Angola, this
team was posted to the Central hospital. In addition, the ICRC had a
medico-surgical team of seven persons in Vouga (British Red Cross).

In Luanda the ICRC delegation consisted of eight delegates. In
addition, a medico-surgical team of seven persons (Swedish Red Cross)
was operating at the hospital in Dalatando.

Aid. — By early February the ICRC had, since the beginning of its
action, dispatched for the victims of the Angola conflict 716 tons of food
supplies, 45 tons of medicaments and medical equipment and 20,000
blankets, to a value of 2.8 million Swiss francs.

Ethiopia
At the end of the OAU Special Conference, Mr. Santschy, ICRC

delegate, extended his stay in Addis Ababa to examine, together with
the Ethiopian authorities, problems relating to further series of visits to
political prisoners 1 and to the possibility of providing assistance for the
civilians who have suffered from the clashes taking place in the province
of Eritrea. So far, these problems remain unsolved.

Rhodesia
At the end of 1975, Mr. N. de Rougemont, ICRC regional delegate

for Southern Africa, accompanied by a medical delegate, visited seven
detention centres in Rhodesia containing about 580 prisoners. It should
be borne in mind that in this country the ICRC is authorized to visit
persons detained under an administrative order who are in custody
without judgement, but not prisoners submitted to interrogation,
undergoing trial or sentenced.

Western Sahara
In order to carry out its customary tasks of protection and assistance

for the victims of the events in the Western Sahara, the ICRC dispatched
several missions to Algeria, Western Sahara, Morocco and Mauritania
during the last three months.

As far as aid was concerned, it was necessary at first to make an
assessment of the situation of the Sahara civilian population and of their
needs by visiting the camps sheltering refugees and displaced persons.

1 The ICRC had been authorized to carry out such visits in 1974.
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LEBANON

ICRC field hospital in Beirut.



ICRC field hospital in Beirut—displaced persons waiting to be treated
by ICRC doctors.
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As indicated in the last issue of the International Review, a joint
appeal by the ICRC and the League, which also sent delegates to the
area, was sent to a number of National Societies and Governments in
order to obtain the necessary funds for their action.

By the beginning of February the ICRC had sent to the region
400 tons of flour, 116 tons of powdered milk (including four tons donated
by the Swiss Red Cross), 9 tons of baby foods (Netherlands Red Cross),
6,100 blankets and 4 tons of clothing (ICRC, British, Netherlands and
Swiss Red Cross), and medicaments to a value of 31,500 francs (ICRC,
British and Swiss Red Cross).

As regards protection, ICRC delegates were able to visit in Western
Sahara eight Moroccan and four Mauritanian prisoners in the hands
of the Polisario Front; in Nouakchott they were allowed to visit 63 Poli-
sario Front prisoners in Mauritanian hands, while in Rabat they visited
99 Algerian prisoners held by the Moroccans.

Latin America

Chile

The ICRC delegation in Chile, consisting of 6 persons, is continuing
its activities on behalf of the prisoners and their families.

In 1975 the ICRC delegates made 258 visits to 88 detention centres
containing about 4000 detainees in the hands of the military authorities.

Venezuela

From the end of November 1975 to the end of January 1976, the
ICRC carried out its seventh series of visits to detention centres in
Venezuela. On this occasion Mr. Eddi Leemann, the regional delegate
for the countries of the Andes, visited 10 detention centres housing about
8000 detainees, including about a hundred detained for political reasons
or offences.

Middle East

The President of the ICRC Executive Council in the Arab Republic
of Egypt

On the invitation of the Egyptian Government and Egyptian Red
Crescent, Mr. Roger Gallopin, President of the ICRC Executive Council,
made an official visit to Egypt from 8 to 17 January 1976.
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On this occasion he was received by top government officials who
gave him a very warm welcome. Prominent Egyptian personalities who
met Mr. Gallopin included Mrs. Gehan Sadate, Honorary President of the
Egyptian Red Crescent Society, Mr. Sayed Marei, Speaker of the
People's Assembly, Mr. Mamdouh Salem, Prime Minister, Mr. Ismail
Fahmi, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Lieutenant General Abdel Ghani El Gamassi, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of War, Dr. Fouad Mohyedine, Minister of Health, and
Dr. Aisha Rateb, Minister for Social Affairs. Mr. Gallopin also held
talks with Mr. Mahmound Riyad, Secretary General of the Arab League.
The subjects discussed during these talks related to the work of the
ICRC throughout the world with particular reference to the Middle
East, and the financial support of the Arab States to the ICRC.

In addition, Mr. Gallopin visited the newly-built units of the Egyptian
Red Crescent Society in Cairo, in particular its blood bank and first
aid centre. He took the opportunity of thanking Dr. Mahmound
Mahfouz, President of the Egyptian Red Crescent, for the support given
by the National Society to the ICRC delegation in Cairo.

ICRC member's mission in Jordan and Syria

From 16 to 26 January, Mr. Marcel A. Naville, ICRC member
and former president, carried out a mission which took him first to
Jordan and then to Syria.

In Jordan, Mr. Naville was received in audience by H.M. King
Hussein and H.H. Prince Hassan. He also held talks with Mr. Zaid
Rifai, Prime Minister, Mr. Sughi Amin 'Amr, Minister of Development
and Reconstruction, Mr. Sadek El-Shari', Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, and with General Zaid Bin Shaker, Commander-in-Chief of
the Jordanian Army.

In Syria, Mr. Naville was received by General Tlass, Minister of
Defence, Mr. Fayez El Nasir, Minister of State for the Premiership,
Mr. Abdul Ghani Rafi, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
Mr. Noury Ramzi, Deputy Minister of Health.

During these talks, Mr. Naville discussed problems concerning
ICRC action, particularly in the Middle East, and the financial support
of the Arab States to the ICRC.

Mr. Naville also held further discussions on the subject with Dr. Abu-
Goura, President of the Jordanian Red Crescent, and Prof. Chatti,
President of the Syrian Red Crescent.
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Lebanon

During the fighting which took place in the Lebanese capital in the
first three weeks of January, the ICRC received requests for medical
supplies from the Lebanese Ministry of Health, the Lebanese Red Cross
and the "Palestinian Red Crescent."

To meet these needs in the minimum of time, the ICRC chartered
an aircraft which landed at Beirut airport on 24 January with a load of
about 10 tons of emergency medical supplies (blood substitutes, surgical
and transfusion equipment, antibiotics and dressings). At the same
time Mr. Laurent Marti was dispatched to Lebanon to make an assess-
ment of the situation and initiate relief action with the assistance of the
delegates already on the spot.

As the ICRC delegates had reported large numbers of wounded
and as several Beirut hospitals were overcrowded, the ICRC with
the agreement of the donor National Societies of Denmark, Finland,
Norway and Sweden took the initiative of setting up the field hospital1

which had been stored in its Beirut warehouse, to provide adequate
treatment for casualties. The field hospital, containing 120 beds, was set
up in an impoverished district of Beirut, near a displaced persons camp.
The National Societies mentioned above have provided the specialized
medical staff necessary for running the hospital.

During the last week of January and the first week of February, in
order to meet the needs reported by its delegation, the ICRC sent to
Lebanon about 26 tons of medical supplies, 5 tons of powdered milk
and 1500 blankets, to a value of nearly 700,000 Swiss francs.

During the same period, after having been informed of the needs,
the National Societies of Austria, Belgium, France, the Federal Republic
of Germany and the Netherlands, and the European Economic Com-
munity supplied aid in the form of medical supplies, powdered milk,
baby food, blankets and clothing to a value of approximately 440,000
Swiss francs.

The ICRC delegation in Beirut, consisting of 15 persons, distributed
these items to the victims in collaboration with the Lebanese Red Cross,
the Lebanese authorities and the "Palestinian Red Crescent."

The delegation, moreover, was very active in the field of tracing
missing persons; thus, in January it received about a thousand enquiries.
Its role consisted in contacting the persons concerned and providing
the enquirers with news. During the latest fighting, the Lebanese radio
had agreed to broadcast lists of names with a view to facilitating a task
rendered particularly difficult in view of the circumstances.

Plate.
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