
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Vietnam

Medical teams at work.—Welcomed by the delegation of the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the medical team of the
Swiss Red Cross arrived in Saigon then flew to Kontum on the high
central plateau. It consisted of nine persons to whom one more
was added a few days later. These ten doctors, male nurses and
nursing sisters immediately set to work at the Kontum hospital.

Although this team is acting independently of the ICRC deleg-
ation, it maintains close contact with it. A member of the delegation
has visited Kontum where, in co-operation with the Swiss Red
Cross it distributed relief, such as blankets and clothing offered
by the Swedish Red Cross for the refugees, as well as material to
equip a dispensary at Dak-To, North of Kontum.

Another "National Society, the Red Lion and Sun of Iran, has
also sent a medical team to Vietnam. Comprising some twenty
members, it is located at the Bentre" hospital in Kien-Hoa Province
(Mekong delta). There are about 140 patients undergoing treatment
at that hospital, many of whom being direct victims of the war, such
as amputated cases and those suffering from burns and wounds.
Five ICRC delegates, accompanied by representatives of the
Red Cross of the Republic of Vietnam, recently visited the Iranian
team and observed that it was carrying out its task with efficiency
and devotion. They handed over to it some thirty flasks of blood
plasma offered by the Netherlands Red Cross.

In addition to the direct victims of the events, the Iranian
surgeons have had to operate on a fair number of harelips, a
deformity which is frequent in the region. To render these inter-
ventions more effective, they have asked the ICRC to supply them
with special instruments.
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Relief to refugees and the disabled.—Over and above the distrib-
utions made in the Kontum area, the ICRC has had relief reach
refugees at Dinh-Tuong near Saigon. This has consisted chiefly
of rice, milk and cloth. Other distributions are at present being
made in orphanages in Saigon and certain places in the delta. The
beneficiaries will receive milk sent from Switzerland by the ICRC,
as well as various food and medical relief supplies offered by the
Red Cross Societies of the Netherlands and Federal Germany.

Furthermore, the ICRC delegation is undertaking the last
stages of the establishment of the " Reception Centre for Civilian
Disabled " in Saigon. Even before this work was finished, six disabled
had already received treatment.

Visits to detainees.—The ICRC has recently carried out two
visits to places of detention in which there were persons arrested as
a result of the events. Shortly before his return to'Switzerland,
Mr. Alain Modoux, delegate, visited the prison at Da-Nang where
some sixty political prisoners were incarcerated. Shortly afterwards,
another delegate, Mr. A. Tschiffeli visited the Consom penitentiary
on the island of Poulo Condore where some 3,650 persons were
interned. He spoke without witnesses with five of them and, as is
customary, he submitted various proposals after his visit to the
director of the penitentiary with a view to having detention con-
ditions improved.

India and Pakistan

The delegate of the International Committee in India and
Pakistan, Mr. Max Stalder, is at present organizing distribution of
the remaining relief supplies intended for the victims of the recent
conflict between these two countries. For this purpose he went to
Rajouri in the State of Jammu and to the Indian controlled part
of Kashmir, where he made final arrangements for a distribution
programme in close co-operation with the authorities, with the
Indian Red Cross, and especially with Col. Hiranand Dubey,
President of the local section of the Red Cross. Many people from
villages, who had lost all their possessions and who had been made
homeless during the hostilities of August and September 1965,
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were concentrated in this region and the ICRC delegate handed
them part of the 416 bags of clothing offered by Sweden, Switzer-
land and Canada. A number of villages in the region were included
in the distribution programme.

Mr. Stalder then went to Pakistan where a similar mission
awaited him. He plans to attend various distributions of relief in
Azad Kashmir under Pakistani control.

IN GENEVA

Exchange of views on the position of prisoners

Ambassador Averell Harriman, personal representative of the
President of the United States, was received, at his request, on
May 6, 1966 by Mr. Samuel A. Gonard, President of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross. The meeting bore on the
position of prisoners of war in both North and South Vietnam.

The day before, the ICRC President had met U Thant, Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who emphasized the importance of
the task devolving on the ICRC to improve the lot of prisoners of
war in Vietnam.

New participation in the Geneva Conventions

The Federal Political Department in Berne has informed the
ICRC that it has received the instrument of accession by the
Republic of Honduras to the four Geneva Conventions of August 12,
1949. This accession will take effect on June 30, 1966.

This event causes satisfaction to the International Committee
and its President has written to the President of the Republic as
well as to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Honduras congratulating
their country on thus shortly becoming the 109th State formally
participating in the Geneva Conventions of 1949.
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