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India and Pakistan

Prisoners of war. — On December 3, 1965, two representatives
of the ICRC, Mr. Roger Du Pasquier (delegate in India) and
Mr. Michel Martin (delegate in Pakistan) accompanied by
Mr. Jacques Moreillon (assistant delegate in India) and by members
of the National Red Cross Societies of India and Pakistan met
between the lines for an exchange of parcels for prisoners of war of
the two parties in conflict.

This exchange took place in a sector where the cease-fire line
corresponds with the old frontier between the two countries. A
neutral zone of almost 500 yards separates the most advanced
military outpost from the frontier itself. The Pakistan post is sited
the same distance from the frontier.

Liaison was made from the Indian side by a naval officer from
Ceylon, an observer to the UNO Control Commission.

Mr. Du Pasquier and Mr. Moreillon then went alone to the
frontier line where they were joined shortly afterwards by Mr. Martin
and two officers in United Nations service.

The ICRC representatives afterwards made an exchange of
parcels, 370 for Pakistani prisoners of war and 363 for Indian
prisoners. These parcels were distributed by each of the National
Societies supervised by the delegates of the ICRC. Recipients
signed receipts in each case.

The International Committee hopes to arrange in the near future
a further exchange of parcels, including those addressed personally
to prisoners by their relatives in addition to parcels sent
anonymously.

The ICRC delegates are continuing their efforts on both sides
in order to obtain all nominal rolls of prisoners of war.

In India, the delegates have been successful in having arrange-
ments made for Pakistani parachutists, who have been recognized
as having prisoner of war status, to begin to be transferred to Agra
camp. The ICRC delegates are also concerning themselves actively
in India and in Pakistan with the condition of wounded and sick
prisoners of war.
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First releases of crews. — The ICRC had had its attention drawn
by the Indian and Pakistani authorities to difficulties encountered
by the crews of several vessels of the merchant navy held in ports
of the adverse Party when hostilities first broke out. The delegates
had obtained nominal rolls of these detainees and had requested
authorization to visit them.

The crews of two Indian ships retained in Pakistan have
recently been released. Continued representations are being made
on behalf of other seamen who are still interned.

Visits to camps and relief for refugees. — At the end of November,
Mr. R. Du Pasquier, delegate of the ICRC in India, and his assistant,
Mr. Jacques Moreillon, went to the Jammu district to visit the
Muthi transit camp where there are more than 40,000 refugees, and
another camp in which there are almost 2,500 persons, to be
present at a distribution of milk and blankets1.

The refugees, whose numbers in the Jammu, Samba and
Udhampur districts alone are estimated at more than 80,000, have
been grouped in 9 camps mostly located between 3000 and 6000 feet.
These refugees, who will be facing the rigours of a long winter, will
require warm clothing and blankets.

National Societies' Solidarity. — From the outset of hostilities
between India and Pakistan, emergency supplies of blood plasma
and medicaments were sent by the Netherlands and Swiss Red
Cross Societies and by the Swiss Government.

Even before the International Committee had launched its
appeal, relief supplies were offered by the Swedish, Swiss and
Canadian Red Cross Societies, both for India and Pakistan.

After the appeal, cash donations had, by December 15, 1965,
been offered by a dozen National Societies, namely : Australia,
Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany, Japan, Liechtenstein,
Luxembourg, Norway, South Africa, Switzerland, Syria and the
United States. The Swiss Government too contributed in cash, as
also did the Order of St. John and the Save the Children Fund
through the British Government.

1 Plate : The delegate of the ICRC distributing blankets to refugees.-
Refugees in Pakistan and in India.
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National Societies of six countries, namely Australia, Demo-
cratic Republic of Germany, France, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom and the United States offered donations in kind. For its
part the ICRC made available milk and cheese donated by Switzer-
land.

The value of these donations in cash and in kind, which were
divided equally between the Indian and Pakistan Red Cross
Societies, was estimated at over 1,400,000 Swiss francs, and distrib-
ution in both countries was effected without delay.

Vietnam

Distributions in the Central Provinces. — These relief distrib-
utions in the Central Provinces of Vietnam have encountered many
difficulties because of the renewal of fighting which* makes overland
travel practically impossible. This region, which has furthermore
been undergoing monsoon conditions with continual rain, has
considerably hindered the routing of relief. Some refugee camps
situated outside villages in fact find themselves completely cut off
from the rest of the world. Air transport itself is difficult in view of
bad visibility.

Mr. Alain Modoux, ICRC delegate, has been able, however, with
the help of the local Red Cross, to arrange distributions of various
relief supplies at Da Nang. From there, he went to Hu6 where half
the relief available has been given to the civilian hospital and the
other half to refugees. Distribution at Quang Nam started on
December 7, 1965 and 3000 parcels were distributed by the local
Red Cross Committee and the delegate of the ICRC.

An appreciable fall in the temperature, due to the monsoon,
decided the ICRC delegates to send what remained of their stocks
of blankets without delay from Saigon to the refugees in the country.
Further consignments are expected to arrive by river.

At these distributions, the ICRC representatives noticed a
serious shortage of medical and nursing personnel in the civilian
hospitals whose equipping is in addition harassed by transport
difficulties. The Swedish Red Cross has sent the International
Committee a sum of 50,000 Crowns (about 41,500 Swiss francs) for
the purchase of bandaging material and medicines.
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War disabled in South Vietnam. — In the framework of aid for
refugees and war victims in Vietnam, the ICRC has concerned itself
with bringing orthopaedic aid to children who have been mutilated
and are in great distress. Thus, one small disabled child who had
come from Da Nang for treatment in Saigon has had to have a
further operation. Mr. Modoux, ICRC delegate, interested himself
in this matter. He was informed that the child had lost his entire
family as a result of air raids. Dr. Hat, President of the Vietnamese
Red Cross, was called upon to sign the moral undertaking requested
by the hospital's director to carry out the operation. The delegation
of the ICRC will have this young orphan admitted to one of the
private orphanages in Saigon, as soon as he can be transported.

Relief to North Vietnam. — The Red Cross of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam has acknowledged receipt of a first consign-
ment of medicines for the treatment of burns, sent to it by the
ICRC. Several National Red Cross Societies had expressed their
intention to take part in this relief action which will be continued
North of the 17th parallel, through the intermediary of the ICRC.

Transmission of Mail. — The Central Tracing Agency in Geneva
is continuing to send to the Red Cross of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam mail despatched to it by the American Red Cross from
the families of prisoners of war. The ICRC has asked the authorities
of North Vietnam to raise the restrictions imposed on American
POWs in Vietnamese hands in sending mail.

Release of prisoners of war. — On November 28, the National
Liberation Front released 22 South Vietnamese and 2 American
prisoners of war to whom the ICRC arranged to have parcels and
mail sent in March 1965, through the Cambodian Red Cross.

Yemen

Dispatch of relief. — At the end of September and the beginning
of October, the ICRC delegates in Sanaa, in co-operation with the
Yemen Ministry of Health, sent four tons of milk and 1,600 kilos
of cheese to Qataba in the south of the Yemen.

Medical Team in Dhamar. — The local hospital at this village,
situated on a high plateau mid-way between Sanaa and Taiz, had
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been without a doctor for several months. In view of the urgent
need to remedy this situation, an ICRC medical team attached to
the delegation at Sanaa has temporarily taken over at that hospital.
This team, headed by Dr. Spreng, assisted by Mr. Meyer, a medical
student, and Mr. Haederli, a male nurse, treated 123 in-patients and
nearly 700 out-patients in November alone.

North-West Equatorial Africa

Mr. Georges Hoffmann, ICRC delegate-general for Sub-Equa-
torial Africa, has continued his visits to governments and Red
Cross Societies in North-West Equatorial Africa, which started at
the beginning of this year. On November 21 he left Dakar for Togo,
Dahomey, Cameroon and the Central African Republic.

Wherever he went the governments made known their interest
in disseminating the Geneva Conventions. The National Red Cross
Societies declared their readiness to participate in this task, and the
International Review will have the opportunity to return to this
question.

In Berlin and in eastern Europe

Mr. H. G. Beckh, delegate of the ICRC, recently carried out a
mission in various European countries.

After visiting West Berlin he went to East Berlin. The ICRC
attempted in particular to make it possible for members of the same
family, prevented from seeing each other because of the division
of the city in two parts, to meet each other again for the end of year
festivities. Mr. Beckh pleaded the cause of humanity on both sides.

He took the opportunity of studying various problems which
had been discussed at the International Conference in Vienna with
Professor Ludwig, President of the German Red Cross in the
German Democratic Republic and with leading members of the
German Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany.

Before going to Rumania and Bulgaria, he stayed in Prague
where he met Mr. Blaha, Director of the Czechoslovak Red Cross
and his collaborators with whom he had talks about questions
connected with the reuniting of families and with compensation
for the victims of pseudo-medical experiments.
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In Bucarest he had an exchange of views with the President of
the Red Cross of the Rumanian People's Republic, Mr. Moisescu
and other leading personalities of the National Society. He noted
the interest taken by it in humanitarian problems requiring help
from the Red Cross, such as the reuniting of families and the
dissemination of the Geneva Conventions.

In Sofia, Mr. Beckh took part with Dr. Kolarov, President of
the Bulgarian Red Cross and his colleagues, in a series of work
sessions arranged for his visit. He was subsequently received by
Mr. A. Voynov, First Deputy Chairman of Justice.

He visited one prison and was able to talk freely and individually
with eight persons convicted of political offences. He was given
every facility for this visit and the case of a certain number of
detainees was given sympathetic study.

Finally, the delegate of the ICRC stopped in Belgrade where
he had useful talks with Mrs. Rupena-Osolnik, Secretary-General
of the Yugoslav Red Cross and several of her colleagues concerning
various questions of common interest. He also participated in a
seminar on some new activities which the National Society is
proposing for the Junior Red Cross.

He had occasion to revisit a penal establishment which has
recently been modernised. He was able to inquire into the position
of political detainees he had seen last time and who have sub-
sequently been released.

Cambodia

In September 1965, Mr. Andre" Durand, delegate general of the
ICRC for Asia, went to O-Yadao, Cambodia, to visit civilian Viet-
namese who had fled from the hostilities 1. He then continued to
Pak Nhay where the sick and pregnant women had been sent.

Mr. Durand observed that these refugees had urgent need of
medicines, blankets and clothing. Having been informed of this
situation, the ICRC made a donation of 15,000 Swiss francs for their
relief.

1 Plate : The delegate of the ICRC visiting Vietnamese refugees.
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