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In addition, the Egyptian and Yemeni Republican forces had
still several members of the Royal family in their power. In ac-
cordance with the agreements concluded at Uqhd the men and
children were sent to Djeddah under the responsibility of the Mixed
Armistice Commission, whilst the women, who had until that time
been held captive in the former Royal Palace of Boustan El Kheir
in Sanaa, were authorized to continue residing there, but henceforth
at liberty.

Throughout all these operations the ICRC delegation was thank-
ful for the active co-operation of the Egyptian and Yemeni Royalist
military authorities as well as of the members of the Mixed Armistice
Commission.

These releases brought to an end an important action which had
been carried out for more than two years by the ICRC delegates
in the Yemen. These delegates have regularly visited the prisoners
of war, even in the remotest places ; they brought them relief
supplies of all kinds and, through the ICRC's Central Tracing Agency
in Geneva, had ensured the two-way transmission of family mail.
They also saw to it that treatment and internment conditions for
these prisoners were in keeping with the humanitarian principles
upon which the Geneva Conventions are based.

IN GENEVA

Visit of Prince and Princess Hitachi of Japan

The International Committee of the Red Cross and the League
of Red Cross Societies welcomed at the headquarters of the ICRC
Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Hitachi during their
visit to Switzerland.

Mr. Samuel A. Gonard, President of the ICRC, greeted them in
the name of both institutions.

It is a privilege for me, as President of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross — the Founder Organization of the Red
Cross Movement — to welcome you here. I have the honour also to
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Representatives of the ICRC, the League and the Swiss Red Cross signing the
Act of Foundation of the Henry Dunant Institute.

IN GENEVA Photos J. Zbinden

H. I. H. Prince Hitachi expressing his good wishes for the Red Cross (next to
him the Princess, then Mr. van Zeeland, of the League, and, on right, the President
ot ths ICRC).
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welcome you in the name of the League of Red Cross Societies, the
Federation of National Societies. I greet also Ambassador Aoki, with
whom we enjoy such frequent and friendly relations.

You may be assured, Sir and Madam, that we appreciate the
honour you do to the Red Cross. We are nattered that you have
found a moment to visit us in the course of your brief private stay
in our city of Geneva. Your interest in our work is in the tradition
of the Imperial House of Japan.

This tradition goes back to the lifetime of your illustrious ances-
tor, the Empress Sh6ken. The Trust Fund which Her Imperial
Majesty set up in 1912 is a most useful instrument for assistance
to developing National Societies.

We also remember, Sir, with pleasure, the visit paid to us in
1953 by your illustrious brother, the Heir to the Throne, His Im-
perial Highness the Prince Akito. I also wish to recall here the
audience which your august parents, the Emperor and Empress, so
kindly accorded me last June, when I had the pleasure of being
in Tokyo. Would you, upon your return to Tokyo, be pleased to
convey to them the respectful greetings of the International Com-
mittee and the League?

Your family's interest in the Red Cross has always been an inspi-
ration and an encouragement to the International Committee and
to the League. To the International Committee whose task it has been
for over a hundred years to assist and to protect the victims of war and
armed conflicts ; to the League — our sister organisation — whose
task it is to co-ordinate and develop the activities of National Red
Cross Societies and to assist the victims of natural catastrophes.

Mr. Roger Gallopin, Executive Director of the ICRC, and
Mr. Henrik Beer, Secretary-General of the League of Red Cross
Societies, gave brief descriptions of the current activities in the
world of these two institutions.

H.I.H. Prince Hitachi expressed the hope that the Committee
and the League would pursue their efforts to improve conditions
for mankind.1

It is a great pleasure for us to have an opportunity to visit the
Headquarters of the International Committee of the Red Cross and to
see you all from the Committee and the League of the Red Cross.

Through newspapers, radio and television, the Japanese people
are all well informed of the Committee's devoted efforts in giving

1 Plate: H.I.H. Prince Hitachi expressing his good wishes for the Red
Cross.
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relief and assistance to suffering people in areas of conflict. Also well
known are the guidance and co-operation accorded by the League to
the Japanese Red Cross.

We have cherished a desire, which has been realised now, to meet
during our journey in Europe the leaders of the Committee and the
League and to express to them our thanks.

We have been pleased to learn from the President that the Empress
Shoken Trust Fund is a useful instrument for assistance to developing
National Societies.

When I return to Tokyo, I shall not fail to convey your words to
the Emperor and the Empress as well as to the Crown Prince.

Lastly, I wish to say that it is my hope and trust that the Com-
mittee and the League will continue to develop and further contribute
to the welfare of the human being.

H.I.H. Princess Hitachi also expressed keen interest in the
work of the Red Cross.

The Prince and the Princess were accompanied by Mr. Katsushiro
Narita, former Japanese Ambassador to the Federal Republic of
Germany, Mr. Aoki, Ambassador and Permanent Representative
to the international organizations in Geneva, and by their suite.
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