
I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O M M I T T E E
O F T H E R E D C R O S S

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

India and Pakistan

For prisoners of war and civilian internees. — Mr. Roger Du
Pasquier, delegate of the ICRC in India, has visited wounded
prisoners of war undergoing treatment at the Delhi military hospi-
tal, and together with Mr. Jacques Moreillon, assistant delegate
recently arrived from Geneva, made a second visit to the Agra
camp. On his side, Mr. Michel Martin, delegate in Pakistan, has
visited prisoner of war camps at Kohat and Dargai.

The International Committee's representatives have received
from both sides nominal rolls of prisoners which have been trans-
mitted by the Central Tracing Agency in Geneva. These lists also
included the crews of several Indian and Pakistani merchant vessels
held in the ports of the adverse Party on the outbreak of hos-
tilities. In addition, 901 family messages from India and 109 from
Pakistan have been routed to their recipients by the same channel.

The ICRC delegates have, furthermore, begun to receive lists
of interned civilians, but they have continued to urge the Detaining
Powers to allow access to camps and places of detention in which
civilians are held.

Aid to refugees. — On the outbreak of hostilities, the ICRC
despatched blood plasma, transfusion kits and medical equipment
as a result of requests made by the Red Cross Societies of India
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and Pakistan. The Swiss and Netherlands Red Cross joined this
first phase of the relief action, in which the Red Lion and Sun of
Iran and the Turkish Red Crescent also took part by sending medi-
cines and medical supplies to West Pakistan.

After the cease-fire on September 22, the delegates of the ICRC
had access to areas affected by the war in which they observed
that the military operations had led to considerable displacements
of the population.

Forced from their homes by air raids and fleeing the fighting
areas, the refugees precipated themselves on the roads, climbed
passes often at an altitude of 9000 ft. and crossed steep valleys to
arrive barefoot with their clothes in rags in camps hurriedly set
up and soon overcrowded. They were often separated from their
own families, the aged and children on one side, the parents on
the other. Food is inadequate and means of protection, clothing,
blankets and tents are lacking. They are threatened By epidemics
and hygiene is non-existent. The refugees are suffering from latent
tuberculosis : 500 cases have been treated free in Lahore, but pre-
vention and cure must be made on a much wider scale.

In India, the largest concentrations of refugees are to be found
in the Jammu area (250,000) and in the Punjab (34,000). To these
should be added several thousands of refugees in the eastern
States, in Assam and Bengal. In West Bengal it was estimated on
October 20 that there were 204,000 persons displaced as a result
of the conflict, chiefly in the Punch, Mirpur, Sialkot and Gujran-
wala districts, so that one can say that for these two countries aid
is needed for nearly half-a-million refugees.

The measures undertaken for their resettlement during the
course of these next few months will only be able to affect a small
portion of these war victims. Long-term additional assistance has
therefore been considered for refugees who will have to remain in
the camps. For neither government assistance nor relief supplied
by several other aid organizations would be sufficient for their needs.

The ICRC, after consultation with the League of Red Cross
Societies, therefore launched an appeal on November 12 to all
National Societies asking them to demonstrate their solidarity on
behalf of the civilian victims of the Indo-Pakistani conflict.

For a start to be made to distributions without waiting for
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contributions from the donor Societies, the ICRC has drawn an
advance of 25,000 frs. from its relief funds which it has placed at
the disposal of each of its delegates, namely 50,000 frs. A do-
nation of powdered milk, offered by the Swiss Confederation has
also been transported free of charge by Air India to New Delhi and
a similar quantity has been sent to the Pakistan Red Cross.

In response to the appeal of November 12, the Canadian and
Swedish Red Cross Societies declared that they had already volun-
tarily despatched donations in kind at the start of hostilities. The
Australian, Norwegian, Swiss and German Federal Republic Red
Cross Societies, as well as the Swiss Government, have also made
known their contributions.

Viet Nam

The protection of prisoners of war. — Through the medium of its
assistant delegate in the USSR, the National Liberation Front of
South Viet Nam has in its turn taken up a position as regards the
application of the Geneva Conventions and replied to the appeal
which the ICRC had made on June 11 to the four belligerents.
The representative of the South Vietnamese insurrection has de-
clared that the NLF was not bound by the international treaties
to which others beside itself subscribed. Whilst therefore rejecting
the protest made by the United States Government as a result of
the execution of American prisoners as reprisals, the NLF, however,
affirmed that the prisoners it held were humanely treated and that,
above all, enemy wounded were collected and cared for.

The ICRC had at that time requested the National Liberation
Front to apply the essential principles of the Geneva Conventions
which stipulate not only that the life of an enemy laying down his
arms shall be spared, but also prohibit reprisals against prisoners,
permit them to give their news to their families, receive visits from
ICRC delegates and send nominal rolls to the Central Tracing
Agency in Geneva.

At the same time, the ICRC has continued its approaches to
the South Vietnamese and American authorities, so that the
promises made by the United States Government and that of the
Republic of Viet Nam in August may be put into effect, at least as
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I regards the protection due to prisoners. The representatives of the
ICRC have renewed their previous demands concerning the sending

; of nominal rolls of prisoners of war and authorization to visit them.
• The International Committee has taken similar steps with the

Red Cross and the authorities of the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam, which stated that the prisoners had been temporarily deprived
of the right of corresponding with their families. The International
Committee has asked that this restriction be lifted. Meanwhile, the
North Vietnamese Red Cross has forwarded photographs to Geneva
of 4 American prisoners and news of the state of health of two of
them. These communications have been duly transmitted to the
families concerned.

Relief actions. — In South Viet Nam, ICRC delegates Mr. Werner
Muller and Mr. Andre" Tschiffeli, who have recently been joined by
Mr. Alain Modoux, assistant delegate, have continued their distri-
butions of relief for displaced persons. With the help of the Red
Cross of the Republic of Viet Nam, they have brought aid to several
groups of refugees who are not sheltered in the government's
reception centres.

They have also introduced two personalities, directors of " Terre
des Hommes " which has its headquarters in Lausanne, to the South
Vietnamese authorities. This organization proposes to evacuate and
admit to hospitals outside Viet Nam wounded and sick children
and orphans who cannot receive appropriate attention on the spot,
in view of the shortage of medical and nursing personnel and the
insufficient number of hospital beds.

Whilst " Terre des Hommes " devotes itself to effecting these
evacuation projects, the ICRC concentrates its efforts on the amelio-
ration of the condition of the wounded and sick in Viet Nam itself.
Its delegates have made contact for that purpose with the local
committees of the Vietnamese Red Cross, in order to encourage the
organization of training courses for Red Cross nurses in the
provinces and not only as hitherto on the national level in Saigon.

Thanks to the active interest shown by several National Red
Cross Societies and by the Swiss Government which have sent it
contributions amounting at present to 55,612 dollars, the ICRC has
been able to continue despatching relief which has also been ex-
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tended to territory controlled by the NLF and to the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam. Medicines and surgical equipment have
been sent to Hanoi. Similar despatches have been made to the NLF.

Several groups which have been formed in Great Britain and
the United States, especially in university circles, with a view to
bringing humanitarian aid to the victims of the conflict, have asked
the ICRC to act as their intermediary. Their cash contributions,
which so far only represent a small proportion of all relief received,
have been used in accordance with the donors' wishes for the
carrying out of relief programmes as described above.

Yemen

The Uqhd field hospital. — The activity of the medical mission
delegated by the International Committee of the Red Cross and
installed at Uqhd from November 1963 to November 1965 may be
summarized as follows :

1,700 persons admitted to hospital
60,500 consultations to out-patients
2,088 surgical operations.

In addition, 12,000 consultations were given by the mobile
medical teams working in the mountain areas in the interior of
the Yemen.

174 doctors, male and female nurses and technicians — most of
them Swiss — had responded to the pressing appeals sent by the
ICRC to the National Red Cross Societies in February, September
and November 1963 and in April 1964, for support in material and
human resources. Eight teams of twenty to twenty-five persons
took turns to operate the field hospital with its modern surgical
equipment. They had to carry on a struggle against the suffering
engendered by war and against desert conditions (lack of water,
wind and sand storms, heat of up to 122°F). The wounded and sick
had sometimes to walk for days before reaching the hospital in
the heart of the desert.

Although the ICRC mission terminated at the end of October
1965, two doctors and a male nurse are continuing to give medical
care to the populations in the Jauf region.
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Under the protection of the Red Cross, the prisoners arriving at the point chosen
for the exchange in the Yemen montains.



In the mountains of the Yemen: Exchange operations of Royalist Yemeni
prisoners and Egyptian prisoners under the responsibility of the ICRC and its
delegates.
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On the other hand, the activities of the ICRC delegation in
Sanaa are continuing for the time being.

These activities include medical assistance to the civilian popu-
lation and distribution of relief in the form of food and clothing to
civilian victims of events.

There are also two mobile medical teams continuing to work,
one at Dhamar and the other at Beit el Faki.

Exchange and repatriation of prisoners of war. — As is generally
known, the armistice terms concluded a few weeks ago in Djeddah
made provision for the general exchange and repatriation of all
prisoners of war.

This agreement of principle was the basis for more detailed
discussions between the Egyptian and Republican forces on the
one hand and the Royalists on the other. Two meetings took place
between Egyptian and Yemeni Royalist officers in September, at
the Uqhd hospital and under the banner of the ICRC, with a view
to specifying the terms and arrangements for exchanges. Most of
the releases and repatriation operations took place with the active
assistance of ICRC delegates and in liaison with the Mixed Armi-
stice Commission 1.

The Egyptian and Yemeni Republican prisoners of war in
Royalist hands were held in three separate regions of the Yemen :
the North-West, the North-East and the East.

The first two groups of Egyptian prisoners from Jauf, the Washa
region and Gareh, were released in September and repatriated
across Saudi territory by air to Cairo. The group of prisoners from
Jauf, incidentally, spent several days near the Uqhd hospital,
before proceeding to Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

The release of the third group, detained by the Royalist Nehm
tribe in the mountains east of Sanaa, involved an exchange oper-
ation not without its difficulties. It was effected by the ICRC dele-
gates in Sanaa, in agreement with representatives of both sides.
The group of Egyptian and Republican prisoners of war was ex-
changed on October 11, with the assistance of the Mixed Armistice
Commission, against Royalist prisoners who had been held in various
prisons in the Yemen Republic.

1 Plate : In the Yemen mountains, exchange of prisoners under the
responsibility of the ICRC.
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In addition, the Egyptian and Yemeni Republican forces had
still several members of the Royal family in their power. In ac-
cordance with the agreements concluded at Uqhd the men and
children were sent to Djeddah under the responsibility of the Mixed
Armistice Commission, whilst the women, who had until that time
been held captive in the former Royal Palace of Boustan El Kheir
in Sanaa, were authorized to continue residing there, but henceforth
at liberty.

Throughout all these operations the ICRC delegation was thank-
ful for the active co-operation of the Egyptian and Yemeni Royalist
military authorities as well as of the members of the Mixed Armistice
Commission.

These releases brought to an end an important action which had
been carried out for more than two years by the ICRC delegates
in the Yemen. These delegates have regularly visited the prisoners
of war, even in the remotest places ; they brought them relief
supplies of all kinds and, through the ICRC's Central Tracing Agency
in Geneva, had ensured the two-way transmission of family mail.
They also saw to it that treatment and internment conditions for
these prisoners were in keeping with the humanitarian principles
upon which the Geneva Conventions are based.

IN GENEVA

Visit of Prince and Princess Hitachi of Japan

The International Committee of the Red Cross and the League
of Red Cross Societies welcomed at the headquarters of the ICRC
Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Hitachi during their
visit to Switzerland.

Mr. Samuel A. Gonard, President of the ICRC, greeted them in
the name of both institutions.

It is a privilege for me, as President of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross — the Founder Organization of the Red
Cross Movement — to welcome you here. I have the honour also to
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