
A GLANCE THROUGH THE REVIEWS

Florence Nightingale and State registration by Edith W. Mills and Joan
Dale, International Nursing Review, London, Vol. 11, No. 1.

. . . In 1902 the Society for State Registered Trained Nurses was
formed and many unsuccessful Bills were introduced into Parliament.
In 1904, a Select Committee of the House of Commons was appointed
to hear evidence and report upon the expediency of registration. Their
report was published in July 1905, and they agreed that a register of
nurses should be kept by a central body appointed by the State. They
recommended that the central body be set up by an Act of Parliament
and that it should be composed of matrons, nurses, and representatives
of the medical profession, training schools for nurses, and the public.
This recommendation was not followed by speedy Government action !

Bills were presented to Parliament in 1904 and 1908, but the influence
of Miss Nightingale still prevailed and both these Bills were defeated.

In 1910, a Central Committee was formed and the campaign was
continued. It was on August 13 of that year that Florence Nightingale
died.

Many leaders of nurses and nursing organisations still felt that
registration was desirable. Registration would promote efficiency of
nurse training and examinations would be important steps before a
nurse could be qualified, and the interests of the public would be safe-
guarded.

In 1916, the Royal College of Nursing was founded and was active
in the movement to secure State Registration, and in 1918 a Bill was
drafted by the College which proved to be the basis of the Bill that the
Ministry of Health introduced, and which became law in December 1919.

In a sense this battle was Miss Nightingale's farewell performance.
It raged for over thirty years. To the end of her days Miss Nightingale
worked behind the scenes corresponding with, and interviewing all
important persons whom she thought could influence against registra-
tion.

Who had really won the long struggle ? We venture to think that
neither of the great antagonists had been the loser, for when the subject
of registration was proposed Miss Nightingale had remarked that it
was too early for such a step ; perhaps in thirty or forty years' time the
profession might be ready for such a measure.

As history shows, it was indeed thirty years before registration was
finally achieved, nine years after her death.
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