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News Items

Mission in the Yemen
In the Yemen the International Committee of the Red Cross

is confronted with a particularly difficult task. Intervention is
required in a country difficult of access, almost completely without
modern means of communication and the population of which has
long been isolated from the rest of the world. The war which has
been going on for over a year continues to produce its harvest of
victims which it is up to the Red Cross movement to assist, for the
Red Cross was founded one hundred years ago with the primary
task of alleviating suffering caused by armed conflict. Yet, in the
Yemen today, conditions are such that victims in vast regions
of the country are left completely abandoned.

Furthermore, ICRC delegates who agree to go there have
to face the most trying difficulties due to lack of communications
and to climatic conditions, not to mention the many dangers to
which they are exposed. Moreover, needs are so great, particularly
on the Royalist side, that the ICRC would be unable to fulfil its
task effectively without the support of the international community
and, in the first place, the National Societies of the Red Cross.
So far, however, contributions have been completely inadequate
probably because international opinion is unaware of the extent
of the distress which has struck this small country which for so
long seemed to live retired within itself.

The ICRC launched an appeal to some fifty National Societies
of the Red Cross and governments in order to muster the resources
in personnel and equipment which would enable it to carry out a
really effective medical action. It called for means to put into
operation as rapidly as possible a field hospital and the mobile
medical teams •which its delegates on the spot had observed to be of
urgent necessity. However, so far this appeal has met with but little
response. Nevertheless, the ICRC hopes shortly to obtain the neces-
sary contributions.

In the meantime, preparations are continuing in the Arab
peninsula. Mr. Pierre Gaillard, the ICRC general delegate to the
Middle East, is in charge of these. He went to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia,
after a short stay in Cairo, where he contacted the authorities and
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the Red Crescent- Society of the UAR. He is assisted in Saudi
Arabia by Mr. Michel Martin, Mr. Andre Tschiffeli and Mr. Laurent
Vust, as well as by Dr. Edwin Spirgi and Dr. Anton Wild, who
have just concluded a lengthy tour in those areas of the Yemen
occupied by Royalist troops.

For the moment however, the delegation has means available
to enable it to relieve some of the distress. The ICRC has just sent
out first aid material and blood plasma. Its delegates are attending
to the forwarding and the distribution of these supplies to the
interior of Royalist-held Yemen.

The delegation has also agreed to take into custody for distribu-
tion in Royalist Yemen, medical supplies, foodstuffs and blankets
provided by the Yemen Relief Committee in London.

These supplies were transported first of all to Aden, but in
view of the difficulties this organization encountered in effecting the
distribution itself, it has entrusted this task to the International
Committee.

In view of the approaching cold season in the mountainous
part of the Yemen, a few tons of material could not possibly be
adequate to meet the needs of an isolated population whose distress
is increasing from day to day, and where the lack of medical facili-
ties is becoming most alarming. Indeed, there is a danger of serious
epidemics breaking out at any moment. The first concern of the
ICRC remains therefore the establishment of a field hospital and
the despatch of mobile medical teams as the only means to remedy
this increasingly critical situation.

The ICRC is continuing its work of assistance to prisoners on
both sides. The ICRC delegates have had the opportunity to visit
Yemeni and Egyptian prisoners held by the Royalist forces under
the Imam. On the other hand, Mr. Joseph Gasser, our delegate in
the Yemeni Arab Republic, was able to visit several military and
civilian detainees held by the authorities in Sanaa. On both sides
the ICRC representatives are endeavouring to ensure respect for
the main rules of the Geneva Conventions which Marshal Sallal,
President of the Yemen Republic, as well as the Imam El Badr,
have undertaken to observe.

South Africa

The general delegate of the International Committee of the
Red Cross for Sub-Equatorial Africa, Mr. Georg Hoffmann, recently
went to South Africa to attend the General Meeting of the South
African Red Cross in Port Elizabeth. He later went to Pretoria,
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where he met various government representatives. The discussions
he held dealt with the possibility of extending the ICRC's humani-
tarian activities in the territory of the South African Republic.

On Behalf of Cuban Refugees in Mexico

The International Committee of the Red Cross has received
a telegram from the authorities governing the Mexican island of
Cozumel, off the coast of the Yucatan province, in which they
requested assistance on behalf of a group of 95 Cuban refugees who
had recently landed and which included some expectant mothers
and sick children.

The ICRC immediately transmitted this request to the Mexican
Red Cross which despatched a medical team and emergency relief
supplies to the spot. The 95 Cuban refugees were subsequently
evacuated to Merida, the capital of the province, where they are
being looked after by the Mexican Government.

Gathering of Nurses

Miss A. Pfirter, Head of the Medical Personnel Services of the
ICRC, represented our institution at the Meeting of the Association
of German Red Cross Training Schools for Nurses in the Federal
Republic, which was held in October at Kassel, and which grouped
some 1500 nurses. During the opening ceremony, she transmitted
to the participants, good wishes from the International Committee
and the League.
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