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Middle East
Release of Prisoners. — As a result of various representations
made by the ICRC to obtain the right of visiting and talking
without witnesses with El Fatah prisoners captured during the
operations at Karameh on 21 March, 80 detainees have been
released and repatriated by the Israeli authorities. The latter have,
moreover, informed the ICRC that 66 detainees are still held in
Jenin prison on Jordan West Bank territory.
In this connection, it should be mentioned that although the
delegates have been able to visit these prisoners, they have been
unable as yet to obtain permission to talk with them without
witnesses.
The Israeli authorities have handed to the ICRC a list of 147
detainees captured on March 21.
Meeting of ICRC delegates. — The delegates of the ICRC in
the Middle,, East met from April 30 to May 2 in Nicosia under the
direction of Mr. Pierre Gaillard, Assistant Director at the ICRC,
who had come specially from Geneva for that occasion.
The meeting, which included ICRC representatives in the
United Arab Republic, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Israel, enabled
various ICRC operations between Israel and the Arab countries
to be co-ordinated.
Mr. Gaillard then went to the Lebanon and afterwards to
Israel where he had discussions at the Ministries of Defence and of
Foreign Affairs in connection with the application of the Conventions in favour of civilians and prisoners captured by the
Israeli army in occupied territories and during the Karameh
operations on 21 March.
Repatriation. — Nearly 800 persons of Palestinian or Egyptian
nationality have been repatriated at El Qantara from February
to April, in the presence of the ICRC delegates to Cairo and Tel
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Aviv. In principle, two exchanges of Palestinians returning to
Gaza and also of Egyptians from El Arish going back to Egypt
are arranged each month by the ICRC.
On May 15, the ICRC delegates to Cairo and Israel took part
in a further repatriation operation at El Qantara of 221 Egyptians
from El Arish returning to the UAR and 182 Palestinians going
home to the Gaza area. This exchange was the largest organized
by the ICRC between Egypt and Gaza-Sinai occupied territory.
On April 15, the Israeli authorities captured 25 Egyptian
sailors and fishermen. The ICRC delegates in Israel at once asked
for the right to visit them and give them parcels from the UAR
Red Crescent.
On May 16 the Israeli authorities granted the ICRC delegates
the right freely to visit these detainees and talk with them without
witnesses. A few hours after this visit the 25 sailors were released
and they returned in their vessels to the UAR, were they arrived
without difficulty the next day.

Yemen r
Request for a new medical team in North Yemen. — On May 23
the ICRC made a radio appeal for a new surgical team for North
Yemen, as replacement of the one installed on April 21 and which
will be ending its mandate on June 30.
This medical mission in the interior of the country will require
three surgeons and four male nurses.
The work of the present team, divided into two groups, is
intensive. In one single day these teams have dealt with and
hospitalized 46 surgical and 10 medical cases. The improvised
policlinic has a daily admission of some 15 to 20 people.
At Sanaa. — Responding to an ICRC appeal made to several
National Societies, the German Red Cross in the German Democratic Republic and the Czechoslovak Red Cross have each agreed
to make a surgeon available for service in hospitals of the Yemeni
capital.
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These two surgeons, Dr. Bresan and Dr. Loris were welcomed
in Aden by the ICRC delegate who accompanied and introduced
them to the Ministry of Health in Sanaa.
The Hungarian Red Cross has also informed the ICRC of the
forthcoming departure of two surgeons placed by its government
at the disposal of the Republican authorities in Sanaa.
Assistance to the war disabled. — Whilst in Geneva the Minister
of Health of the Yemeni Republic requested the ICRC's help and
especially the resumption of its action for fitting the war disabled, numbering about a hundred, with artificial limbs. Complying with this request the ICRC instructed Dr. Ulrich Middendorp, who had been in Sanaa in January, to undertake a further
mission in the Yemeni capital in order to make a thorough examination of the problems of fitting the disabled with appliances and
to draw up a programme of work to that effect.
It has also been decided to reopen a delegation in Sanaa and
Mr. Alfred Isler will accordingly henceforth represent the ICRC
in Sanaa and in Aden.

Vietnam
Urgent Appeal to ICRC for Blood Plasma. — On May 10 the
ICRC received an urgent request from its Saigon delegation for
blood plasma needed by the South Vietnam Red Cross. It thereupon bought 250 units of plasma and transfusion material from
the Central Laboratory in Berne of the Swiss Red Cross Blood
Transfusion Service.
Alerted by the ICRC the Red Cross Societies of The Netherlands, Australia and the Federal Republic of Germany immediately
despatched respectively 100, 2000 and 4000 units of blood plasma.
Surgical and Medical Equipment donation. — As part of its
programme of assistance to civilian wounded and sick, the ICRC
arranged for its delegation in Saigon to deliver surgical and medical
equipment to the hospital at Hue. This hospital had been severely
damaged during the fighting last February.
The equipment was sent from Switzerland in two consignments
on April 5 and 22. The cost, approximately 65,000 Sw. frs., was
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covered by various donations sent to the ICRC for its mission
in South Vietnam.
Donation to ICRC from Austrian government. — The Austrian
government has just advised the grant to the ICRC of an 86,400
Sw. fr. donation. This will be used by the ICRC in its work for the
benefit of wounded and sick victims of the war both in the North
and the South of Vietnam.

Laos
The International Review last February published the text of the
appeal the ICRC launched at the beginning of the year for the
benefit of some 25,000 new refugees who had fled the fighting in
the North and South of Laos, to seek refuge in the Mekong basin.
By the end of May the ICRC had received cash donations to a
value of 128,608.70 Sw. frs. for the action it is carrying out jointly
with the Lao Red Cross. In addition, relief in kind has been donated
to a value of 53.950 Sw.frs.
On April 25 Dr. Jurg Baer, ICRC delegate in Vientiane, went
to the province of Sayabouri where he issued 500 mosquito-nets
and 2000 nivaquin tablets (against malaria) to 321 families making
a total of 1,915 persons. There have in fact been many malaria
victims among these Meos mountain dwellers recently settled in
the Mekong basin and 40 deaths from the disease were recently
reported.
In conjunction with the Lao Red Cross the ICRC delegate
has distributed relief in other regions, such as Luang-Prabang,
Houei-Sai and Savannakhet. The material distributed included
matting, mosquito-nets, blankets, bowls, clothing, material, spice,
rice and salt.
The ICRC also contributed equipment to the new leper colony
at Van Vieng which has 70 inmates.

Latin America
ICRC delegate Pierre Jequier arrived in Havana on May 12.
He will undertake a mission to several Latin American countries.
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Germany
Whilst in the Federal Republic of Germany, ICRC delegate
H. G. Beckh, during the first half of May, and with the agreement of
the authorities, went to three places of detention; one in Bavaria
and two in Baden-Wiirttemberg. He talked in private with seven
prisoners convicted of political offences.
The authorities gave every assistance to the ICRC delegate
to carry out his mission.

Poland
Compensation to victims of pseudo-medical experiments. — An
ICRC mission, consisting of Dr. Jacques de Rougemont, doctordelegate and member of the International Committee, together
with Mr. Jean-Pierre Maunoir, Assistant Director at the ICRC,
visited Warsaw and Krakow from April 16 to 30. It examined a
further group (the 7th) of victims of pseudo-medical experiments
carried out in German concentration camps under the Nazi regime,
whose claims had previously been approved by the General Commission of the Ministry of Justice.
These examinations took place in the presence of a doctor who
had presided* over the panel which recommended the placing of
these persons in hospital for observation, members of the Medical
Commission of the Polish Red Cross and a judge delegated by the
General Commission. 81 cases were examined and referred to the
next session of the Commission of neutral experts which the ICRC
has charged with establishing the validity of these claims for
financial aid and the amount to be paid to the beneficiaries.
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