
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

IN SUPPORT OF THE EFFORTS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

In adopting resolutions, two international organizations have
recently given their full support to the ICRC's efforts to limit
human suffering during armed conflicts.

In fact, the Executive Committee of the Commission of the
Churches on International Affairs, on August 7, 1967, adopted a
Resolution on Limitations in Modern Warfare. Shortly afterwards
the Central Committee of the Oecumenical Council of Churches,
meeting in Heraklion, Crete, approved this text and requested the
leading members of that Commission to take the necessary measures
to attain the objectives mentioned therein. This text reads as
follows:

The World Council of Churches and its Commission on Interna-
tional Affairs have sought to encourage the solution of international
disputes by methods other than war. They continue to encourage pro-
gress toward disarmament or the international control of armaments
and to support the development of institutionalized measures for
peaceful change, peace-keeping and peaceful settlement.

These objectives have not yet been attained. Wars continue to plague
mankind and modern warfare becomes increasingly devastating and
indiscriminate,

We commend to governments for their urgent and positive action
the declaration of the International Conference of the Red Cross at
Vienna in 1965:
— all governments and other authorities responsible for action in

armed conflicts should conform at least to the following principles;
— that the right of the parties to a conflict to adopt means of injuring

the enemy is not unlimited;
— that it is prohibited to launch attacks against the civilian popula-

tions as such;
— that distinction must be made at all times between persons taking

part in the hostilities and members of the civilian population to the
effect that the latter be spared as much as possible;
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—'• that the general principles of the Law of War apply to nuclear and
similar weapons.

Governments who have not become parties to the Geneva Conventions
of 1949 should do so, and those who have become parties should honour
their commitment. Furthermore, all governments should be aware that
they are bound by such laws of warfare as have grown into general
rules of customary international law (e.g. the prohibition of chemical
and biological warfare).

In addition, we urge that the laws of warfare be expanded to include
more recently developed weapons which produce new horrors of human
suffering, such as napalm bombs.

We support the initiative of the International Committee of the
Red Cross in urging governments to seek agreement on a more com-
prehensive international instrument. Meanwhile pending the develop-
ment of a more comprehensive international instrument, we urge
appropriate action by the U.N. General Assembly to secure these ends
during an intermediate period.

The World Council of Young Women's Christian Association
meeting in Melbourne in September 1967, passed a Resolution on
Peace and on the Progressive Reduction of Warfare.

After stressing that the building of the world community makes
demands on every available positive force, deeply concerned by the
present situation and convinced of the urgent necessity of action in
favour of peace :

The Council of the World YWCA
— asks member associations to express their concern to their respective

governments and to urge them to honour the regulations laid down
in the 1925 Geneva Protocol and the other conventions in the protec-
tion of the victims of war, as part of customary international law;

— supports the initiative of the International Committee of the Red
Cross in urging governments to seek agreement on more compre-
hensive instruments aimed at mitigating the suffering of the victims
?/ war by prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons and of more
recently developed weapons which produce new horrors of human
suffering.
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