
The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace

On this important subject, Mr. Jean Pictet, Director-General of
the ICRC, submitted to the Council of Delegates meeting in The Hague
last September a brief report on the " Round Table " Jield in The
Hague on August 28, 1967, and at which he took the chair. The text
of this report is given below.

Preamble

The promotion of world peace, although of concern to the Red
Cross, was for a long time outside the purview of its programme
of action. However, after the First World War the International
Red Cross, sharing the hopes of the nations, declared its intention
to work thenceforth, not only in time of peace, but also for peace.
Since that time, nearly all International Conferences of the Red
Cross have adopted resolutions on the contribution which the
Red Cross could make to this noble cause.

On this subject, the XXth International Conference at Vienna
in 1965 adopted Resolution X. The same Conference defini-
tively adopted and proclaimed the " Fundamental Principles"
governing the Institution which included, inter alia: " It (the Red
Cross) promotes mutual understanding, friendship, co-operation
and lasting peace amongst all peoples ".

During the discussion preceding the adoption of Resolu-
tion X, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
offered to arrange, as it had already done in 1933, a " Round
Table " discussion for the purpose of " a very general and free
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exchange of views on the contribution the Red Cross makes and
could make, by measures which are practical and within the frame-
work of its essential principles, to the spirit of peace and mutual
understanding among the nations, and thus to the prevention
of war."

The ICRC availed itself of the opportunity offered by the
presence of many Red Cross delegates in The Hague, for the session
of the Board of Governors and other meetings, to invite some
twenty of them to attend a " Round Table " discussion in that
town on 28 August 1967, to consider the theme " The Red Cross
as a Factor in World Peace ".

Those who attended were:

Dr. Rito Alcantara,

Mr. Walter Bargatky

Mr. Jose Barroso Chavez

Mgr. Donaldo Chavez Nunez

Dr. Z. Darwiche

Dr. Ahmed Djebli-Elaydouni

Dr. Irena Domanska

Col. G. I. A. D. Draper

Mr. A. van Emden

Dr. Agustin Inostrosa

Major-General C. K. Lakshmanan

Dr. Werner Ludwig

Prof. Dr. Jovica Patrnogic

Dr. Zdenek Stich

President of the Senegalese Red Cross

President of the German Red Cross in
the Federal Republic of Germany

Chairman of the League of Red Cross
Societies and President of the Mexican
Red Cross

President of the Nicaraguan Red Cross

Director of the Red Crescent of the
Syrian Arab Republic

President of the Moroccan Red Crescent

President of the Polish Red Cross

Legal Adviser to the British Red Cross
Society

Director-General of the Netherlands Red
Cross

President of the Chilean Red Cross

Secretary-General of the Indian Red
Cross Society

President of the German Red Cross in
the German Democratic Republic

Secretary-General of the Yugoslav Red
Cross

President of the Czechoslovak Red Cross
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Mr. Olof Stroh Secretary-General of the Swedish Red
Cross

Mrs. D. Tumendelger Chairman of the Red Cross Society of
the Mongolian People's Republic

Major-General A. E. Wrinch National Commissioner of the Canadian
Red Cross Society

Apart from these persons the ICRC had delegated Mr. Samuel
Gonard, President, as well as Mr. Siordet, Mr. Pictet, Mr. Pilloud,
and Mr. Wilhelm to participate in the work, while Mr. Beer and
Mr. Abut represented the League of Red Cross Societies.

The subject was too vast to permit, in a single day, more than
a preliminary study. Many ideas and suggestions were expressed;
some in writing. This report is but an outline of the " Round Table "
discussion over which Mr. Pictet presided. A full record will be
issued later.

General remarks

The " Round Table " discussion was not convened for theoriz-
ing and philosophizing on peace. However, some speakers felt it
necessary to define the moral considerations relevant to the Red
Cross contribution to peace. In their view the basic condition for
any useful action in this field was the respect for human dignity,
respect which should fully recognise man's material needs; one of
the primary causes of war was, they held, the inequality between
the poor nations and the rich. These speakers considered that
efforts to promote peace were inseparable from assistance to elimi-
nate this disparity. This was the first key idea to emerge from
the discussion.

As Pandit Nehru said at the XlXth International Conference,
" War begins in the minds of men ". The first necessity is therefore
to foster the spirit of peace in the world. In this respect the Red
Cross has considerable moral force, and several speakers stressed
that it must be bold and even face up to certain risks.
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I. Red Cross contribution to peace considered as a consequence of
its main activity

No participant disagreed that the whole of the Red Cross
mission was both a protest against violence and a daily action to
unite nations, and was therefore indirectly a contribution to the
work for peace. On the other hand, it was recognised that this was
an aspect of Red Cross activity which should be brought home in
a better way to its members and the public at large.

It was agreed that for this purpose the dissemination of know-
ledge on Red Cross principles and the Geneva Conventions was
most useful, and that such dissemination should be intensified by
greater recourse to radio and television, with emphasis on the fact
that these principles were important for peace and did not, even
when applicable only in war, imply acceptance of war's inevitability.

The view was expressed that not only success, but also failures
should be made known and explained, that there should be no
reluctance to denounce violations of the Convention—which were
indirect attacks on peace—and that the shortcomings of human-
itarian law should be stressed.

It was recognized that better dissemination required improved
publicity, and that recourse should be had to specialists in this
field, to methods which had stood the test of trial, and to more
advanced and more suitable equipment, in order to have impact
on those sectors it was desired to reach. It was held that the meeting
of Information Chiefs of National Societies recently convened by
the ICRC and the League, and the publication by the ICRC of a
school textbook for certain African countries, were steps in the
right direction.

II. Activities specifically to promote peace

Most of the persons consulted were of the opinion that the Red
Cross could and should undertake activities specifically to promote
peace, apart from its relief work.

One speaker stated that political leaders should not be left with
a monopoly in the struggle for peace and that private institutions
and, through them, public opinion, should exert pressure on gov-
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ernments to induce them to settle disputes by peaceful means.
Others warned that such activity to promote peace would border
on the political field and that Red Cross neutrality would have
to be observed whilst not being interpreted too narrowly.

It was pointed out that the measures envisaged at the " Round
Table " discussions as the Red Cross contribution to the spirit of
peace presupposed on the part of the National Societies a degree
of development which many of them had not yet achieved; hence
the importance of the League Red Cross Development Programme,
which should enable National Societies to display that solidarity
which is itself indicative of mutual understanding, and to help to
reduce the inequalities which the participants in the " Round Table"
discussions considered to be a source of conflict among nations.

1. General education to promote the spirit of peace

Stress was laid on the advisability of such an education for youth.
In this connection, the work of members of the Junior Red Cross
was of special significance. However, as several participants empha-
sized, education for peace should go beyond this framework to
reach all the young people of a country.

Yet adults should not therefore be left on one side as there
were great dangers of war in the world, which demanded quick
action on the part of all. Priority should be given to extending this
education even to those who govern.

What would be the contents of this education? First the Red
Cross Principles and then the Geneva Conventions, without how-
ever forgetting human rights and the efforts made to protect the
civilian population; the principles of the United Nations Charter
introducing the peaceful settlement of conflicts; and finally the neces-
sity of mutual assistance. In short the aim should be to create an
international civic spirit with, above all, Red Cross circles always
endeavouring to be the first to set an example.

In this connection, the persons consulted put forward a series
of practical proposals: seminars, competitions, co-operation with
UNESCO, etc. It would be too long to give the complete list here.

575



THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR IN WORLD PEACE

2. Co-operation with organisations for peace

Certain participants advocated more active and direct co-
operation of the international institutions of the Red Cross, not
only with the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies but also
with non-political private organisations concerned with the problem.
They should not hesitate to participate in Congresses with the aim
of preserving peace.

In reply to certain questions, the President of the ICRC was on
this occasion able to inform participants in the " Round Table "
discussion on the close and periodical contacts he had maintained
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the spirit of
Resolution X of the Vienna Conference.

3. Actions against threats to international understanding and the
spirit of peace

The documentation prepared by the ICRC for the " Round
Table " discussion also raised the question of the steps the Red
Cross might take against threats to international understanding and
the spirit of peace. It recalled the suggestions made in 1930 by the
President of the Swedish Red Cross with regard to the fight against
warlike propaganda as well as a proposal of the Czechoslovak Red
Cross aimed at introducing a " Red Cross truce ". Finally, it
brought up the delicate question of Red Cross appeals in favour
of peace.

The participants in the " Round Table " discussion were not very
eloquent on this subject. However, several made positive statements
to recommend the fight against news and propaganda contrary to
the Red Cross principles, as well as to specify that an interest be
taken in the work of such bodies as UNESCO with their trend
towards the objective presentation of historical facts or the adoption
of national laws forbidding incitement to hatred or violence. In addi-
tion the view was expressed that more articles on peace and inter-
national understanding in the International Review of the Red Cross
would be welcome. In the same way, World Red Cross Day might
become more of an event of solidarity and friendship between
peoples.
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4. Studies on the causes of war and conditions required for
mutual understanding

Several participants pointed out the advisability of such studies.
It was moreover not necessary for the Red Cross to conduct them
itself, as such studies had been carried out for a long time. Through-
out the world there were today some sixty institutions dealing with
this matter, sometimes with powerful means. However, the ICRC
and the League could establish close contacts with them to dis-
seminate and co-ordinate this work for National Societies.

5. Contacts and relationships

It was to the credit of participants that they highlighted that
the Red Cross contribution to peace did not lie solely in its
activities specifically for that purpose, but also in the Contacts and
relationships established among all the members of the Inter-
national Red Cross. In this connection, stress was laid on the
value of visits exchanged by leaders of National Societies, and of
regional meetings. It was therefore recommended that the Red
Cross should further develop contacts between members—which
would give opportunity for self-criticism which was necessary—
and contacts outside the Red Cross itself.

It was recognised that severence of all relations between nations
was critical for peace and one of the participants submitted an
original proposal to the effect that it should be compulsory for the
National Societies of countries at war or between which there was
a likelihood of war to be in contact with each other. This would
involve the constitution in times of crisis and tension, of ad hoc
commissions comprising Presidents and delegates of the National
Societies in the countries concerned, as well as representatives
from National Societies in other countries. These commissions would
be convened by the President of the ICRC and would give him
their advice.

The other participants, whilst not necessarily approving the
proposed procedure, considered the idea very interesting and
recommended that continued study be given to it. The meeting
was reminded that during the First World War, meetings of dele-
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I
gates from belligerent States had been held on neutral territory and 3
that agreements had been reached which, inter alia, had resulted 1
in considerably alleviating the plight of victims. *

III. Follow-up to the " Round Table " discussion

After discussion of this question it was decided to submit this
brief account to the Council of Delegates meeting in The Hague
on 6 September 1967, and a full report to all National Societies
subsequently.

Those persons who were consulted were unanimously in favour
of the work being continued. A second " Round Table " discussion
could therefore be held next year in order that more detailed
proposals might be submitted to the XXIst International Conference
of the Red Cross in 1969.
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