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IN THE YEMEN

Last month the International Review published an article on the
tasks which the ICRC has undertaken during the past few months
in the Yemen. The conflict in that country having been prolonged,
the needs of the humanitarian action are consequently increasing.
We now recall the various phases of the ICRC's intervention, in
particular since November 1963.

A hospital in the desert1

What could have been considered as a challenge has now become
a factual achievement. Thanks to the personnel supplied by the
Swiss Red Cross and the Medical Service of the Swiss Army, the
ICRC hospital has been set up in the heart of the desert in the
extreme North East of the country in a place where hitherto no
European had ever set foot. Its purpose is to succour the victims of
this fratricidal war in which the Yemenite republicans are in con-
flict with the soldiers loyal to the Imam El Badr.

The ICRC having chartered two further four-engined aircraft,
which reached Najran from Switzerland, the hospital's technical
equipment was rapidly completed by further deliveries of medical
equipment and food. This enabled Dr. Wolfgang Schuster, the Head
Doctor, and his staff to deal without delay with the numerous
patients who had come from the region as well as from the interior
of the Yemen. The ICRC team then had the honour of being visited
by Mr. Spinelli, Under-Secretary-General of UNO. The field hospital
is located in the demilitarized zone under the control of United
Nations observers.

A unique position.—Uqhd, the last of the series of rocks pre-
ceding the interminable sandy wastes of the Rub'al Khali lies on

1 Plate.
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The field hospital and service tents at Uqhd, in the heart of the desert.

THE ICRC IN THE YEMEN
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A wounded soldier being brought to the field hospital at Uqhd..,

...to undergo an operation. Photo Keystone
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the tracks leading from the mountains of the Yemen. It was
frequented only by Bedouin families and camel caravans. The climate
is dry. Although it is more than three thousand feet above sea level,
the heat is intense and the slightest wind gives rise to sandstorms,
the temperature dropping to about freezing point during the night.
It is quite an impressive experience to make the journey by lorry
from Najran, the last inhabited locality in the South of Saudi
Arabia, leaving behind to the left the camp of the UN observer force,
crossing the Yemen frontier and to thrust onwards into the vastness
of the desert where only a few thorny bushes can survive, and
arriving suddenly, after several hours across the tracks into this
haven of civilization and humanity, which is the ICRC hospital.

The camp has been pitched within the horseshoe formed by the
craggy rocks of Uqhd. In order to ensure that the camp is obvious
from a distance, especially from the air, large red crosses have been
painted on the granite rocks.

A difficult installation rapidly performed.—It was on the after-
noon of November 17 that the advance-party sent by the ICRC
arrived at Uqhd. The Arab " grape vine " had broken all records,
several wounded and sick being already on the spot awaiting to
be attended to. This was immediate proof that no action undertaken
by the Red Cross was more justifiable than this one.

The small team spent the first few nights in the open until the
major part of the equipment for the hospital and its staff arrived
by lorry.

The actual setting up of the hospital then began in earnest. In
less than a week ten large tents were pitched, two of them sheltering
male patients and one, female. Other tents were fitted out for use as
a polyclinic, an analytical laboratory, a pharmacy, an X-ray theatre
and a store.

A canteen was arranged beneath the overhanging rock and the
thirty members of the staff, which is the hospital's present strength,
are able to eat there and use it as a rest-room, to meet for
conversation and to listen to music and to rest, sheltered from
sandstorms and the burning sun.

The ICRC personnel have settled in at Uqhd in a manner which
is relatively comfortable but surprising in consideration of the
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desolate country by which they are surrounded. Fresh drinks are
available at any time from the refrigerator, the food is excellent
and good use is made of showers which have been installed.

Operation " Clinobox "

The American Globemaster which transported the " Clinobox "
from Geneva could not unfortunately land on the sand airstrip at
Najran. This item, a complete clinic in miniature weighing 3 y2 tons,
was therefore landed at Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia. The
enormous white crate with red cross markings was loaded onto a
lorry and in the care of Mr. Konnecke, mechanic, set off on its
850-mile journey across difficult stony tracks via Taiz and Bishah.
Twelve days later, on November 28, after several breakdowns and
three tyre-bursts, the " Clinobox " arrived at Uqhd covered in dust,
but intact.

A lorry carrying two electric generators by the same route broke
down some 250 miles from the hospital and it was only with great
difficulty that it was brought to its destination by a team of mech-
anics who set out to bring it in.

This " Clinobox " is made up of four compartments : for opera-
ting, pre-operation preparation, dressing and sterilization. It is
fitted with air-conditioning, heating, hot and cold water as well as
electric light. For improved insulation it is raised slightly off the
sand. By December 9, its installation was complete and three
operations were performed on the very same day.

A united specialized team

The team sent out by the ICRC comprises seven doctors (in-
cluding three surgeons) two pharmacists, five female and four male
nurses, a laboratory technician, one radiologist, a quartermaster
and his assistant, one cook, two wireless telegraphists, one sanitary
engineer and four driver-mechanics.

All are in good health and there is a good spirit prevailing in the
camp. All, whether doctor, laboratory technician or driver-mechanic,
participate wholeheartedly in the thousand and one daily tasks in
the running of the camp. Each is imbued with the feeling of being
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an essential cog in the machine to ensure the success of this unique
humanitarian experiment.

The two wireless telegraphists have set up a powerful station
on a rocky prominence and are in daily contact with Jeddah,
pending direct liaison with Geneva.

Intense medical activity.—Over 300 wounded and sick have so
far been attended to at the polyclinic at the entrance to the camp.,
Of these patients, about 100 were Bedouin women. Each morning
brings in some forty new patients.

Most of the male patients are soldiers who come down from the
mountains of the Yemen by lorry or on foot. Malaria and tuber-
culosis cases are frequent and most of the diseases of the tropics
also. The lack of good food and vitamins from which the local
population is suffering complicates treatment considerably.

Six surgical operations have already taken place; one amputa-
tion of a leg and one involving the extraction of bomb splinters.
The analytical laboratory is working to its fullest limits and the
X-ray theatre has been operating since December 5.

More than sixty Yemeni nationals—including eight women—
have already been admitted to the hospital. This figure exceeds the
normal accommodation and the doctors already consider tents and
fifty extra beds should be sent out from Switzerland as a matter
of urgency. After only three weeks, they have dispensed almost the
entire stock of the main medicines and their indents for supplies
will have to be doubled.

As a result of the bombing of the regions near the eastern front,
there are many cases of shock and nervous breakdown.

Apart from the application of the most elementary principles of
hygiene which they have to enforce with men and women accus-
tomed to sanitary conditions hundreds of years behind the times,
the hospital staff have another delicate problem which is repeated
time and time again; that of inducing the wounded to lay down
their arms on arrival in the camp. It is, indeed, essential that no
one may dispute the neutrality of the ICRC hospital.

Supply problem.—Preserved food imported from Switzerland is
the mainstay of the hospital's diet, but stocks are dwindling
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rapidly. The quartermaster was pleased that this food, however,
can be supplemented by local produce. Bread, vegetables and fresh
fruit are being bought in the township of Najran, whilst passing
Bedouin supply mutton and goat meat.

The major provisions problem is the supply of water. This has
been satisfactorily solved. From the abundant wells of Najran,
water is delivered in tank-lorries freely made available by the
local authorities. A modern filtering and disinfecting unit has been
in use at the hospital since the beginning of December.

The hospital transport facilities, comprising two vans and a
jeep, are as yet inadequate to cope with supplies, maintaining
connection with the light aircraft calling at Najran, and the various
jobs within the camp.

For the International Committee of the Red Cross this new
experience in the accomplishment of its humanitarian mission was
also a challenge to the desert, to the terrible sandstorms and the
isolation from any inhabited area. It was not long before the team
under Dr. Wolfgang Schuster, of Zurich, overcame these difficulties.
For the past three weeks, Yemenite wounded and sick have been
flocking to men they have never seen before, that is to say, to
doctors.

Assistance to Prisoners in the Yemen

Besides the medical mission being carried out by the ICRC for
the benefit of the wounded and sick, the Red Cross delegates in the
Yemen are also concerned with bringing relief to prisoners. The
latter are mainly troops of the U.A.R., several of whom have been
captured by the royalist tribes and held in small groups in the
Yemen.

So far the Imam's forces have not been able to supply the
ICRC with a list of prisoners they are holding. A census has therefore
been started by the ICRC delegates during their visits to the interior
of the country.

As can well be imagined, living conditions for these prisoners are
of a very low standard, particularly during the winter, when the
climate in this mountainous country can be extremely cold. They
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are in need of clothing and footwear and their diet leaves much
to be desired. The ICRC delegates visit them and endeavour to
bring them clothing, blankets and vitamins, but access to these
prisoners is very difficult.

The U.A.R. Red Crescent co-operates with the ICRC in organ-
izing relief to these scattered groups of prisoners of war.

Missions in the mountains of the interior

The first mobile medical team also started its activity in the
heights held by the Royalist forces. This consists of Dr. William
Bartlett and male nurse Arnold Plummer, made available by the
British Red Cross. Both of these moved close to the camp of the
Imam El Badr. They were accompanied by Mr. Laurent Vust,
delegate of the ICRC, who took that opportunity of visiting a group
of prisoners of war held in the area.

The activity in the Arabian Republic of the Yemen

At the same time, the ICRC is making arrangements to extend
its activity on the republican side. Its delegate in Sanaa, capital
of the Arab Republic of the Yemen, Mr. Joseph Gasser, will shortly
be leaving his post for health reasons. Mr. Charles de Blonay has
been appointed to replace him. He -will be assisted by Mr. Maurice
Rouge, a specialist in relief matters, who is already on the spot.

Relief supplies for the ICRC action in this region of the Yemen
have already arrived at the port of Hodeida, on the Red Sea. These
consist chiefly of powdered milk, sugar and a consignment of tonics
and vitamins. This relief, together with other items already on the
spot, will be distributed to victims of the events, war orphans and
prisoners in particular.

Before leaving the Yemen, Mr. Gasser visited detainees in three
prisons at Sanaa and one at Ibb in the south of the Yemen.

All ICRC activities in the Yemen will from now on be under the
control of Mr. Andre Rochat, who has just replaced Mr. Pierre
Gaillard. The latter is at present making a brief tour of visits to
several Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies of the Middle East,
before he returns to Geneva.
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