
I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O M M I T T E E

O F T H E R E D C R O S S

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Mr. Martin Bodmer will remain in office as Vice-President of
the International Committee for 1964, whilst Mr. Hans Bachmann
has been appointed Vice-President for the years 1964 and 1965.

PRESIDENTIAL COUNCIL

The International Committee of the Red Cross has constituted
its Presidential Council for 1964 as follows : President : Mr. Leopold
Boissier; Vice-Presidents: Mr. Martin Bodmer and Mr. Hans
Bachmann ; Members : Mr. Jacques Freymond, Mr. Ernest Gloor,
Mr. Samuel Gonard and Mr. Frederic Siordet.

NEW YEAR MESSAGE

As in past years, the message of Mr. L. Boissier, President of the ICRC,
was this year recorded by the ICRC Broadcasting and Television Service.
The message is as follows :

The year which is now coming to an end has been for the Red
Cross a year of getting together, one of appraisal of its unity. Indeed,
the numerous events which took place in Geneva and elsewhere
on the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of the founding of this
world wide movement fully demonstrated that all the national and
international Red Cross bodies rally themselves to a small number
of universal principles, universally accepted and universally applied.

I will only mention by way of example the actions undertaken
by the International Committee in Africa, in the Far East and the
deserts of Arabia. Even in those regions in which, until very recently,.
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there was total ignorance of the Geneva Conventions, certain rules
for the protection of the victims of armed conflicts have been
recognized and accepted.

This is a cause for encouragement based on certainty. To appeal
to men's reason and goodness to make peace is a noble endeavour
which has rarely been successful until now.

On the other hand to prove to all and sundry that it is possible
to set up a solid barrier against violence, is to bring real reason for
hope. In the year which is about to begin, I call on you once again
to make this hope yours, the ferment of a better world.

f CAMILLE VAUTIER

The sudden death at Casablanca of Mr. Camille Vautier, has de-
prived the International Committee of the Red Cross of a particu-
larly useful colleague who has rendered it the most distinguished
services as delegate in Morocco. He started his activities in 1943 at
a time when the ICRC had to carry out extremely heavy tasks on
behalf of the victims of war throughout the world. Mr. Vautier
made more than 90 visits to prisoner-of-war and civilian detention
camps in Morocco. He took at the same time an active part in im-
portant distributions of relief organized in favour of German and
Italian prisoners in French hands.

From 1947, Mr. Vautier was a voluntary delegate. In this
capacity he accomplished several important tasks on behalf of the
victims of the events which shook North Africa. He intervened in
particular in favour of various categories of detainees and took part
in the distribution of relief which the ICRC, from 1957 onwards, had
sent to Algerian refugees on Moroccan territory. Further interven-
tions on his part resulted in the release and repatriation of a certain
number of military personnel captured in Algeria or Morocco. In all
these activities Mr. Vautier displayed remarkable devotion, and one
can understand the great sorrow felt by the ICRC over the loss of
one who gave such an example of faithfulness to the Red Cross
ideal.

23


