
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

COLLOQUIUM ON SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL
ASSISTANCE IN TIME OF ARMED CONFLICTS AND CIVIL

DISTURBANCES

The International Institute of Humanitarian Law, San Remo,
and the International Institute of Human Rights, Strasbourg, held
a joint colloquium in Milan, from 21 to 23 September 1973, on
spiritual and intellectual assistance in time of armed conflicts and
civil disturbances.

After a number of reports had been noted, dealing, inter alia,
with the content of spiritual and intellectual assistance by different
religious movements, and the legal and moral aspects of that
assistance, a round-table meeting afforded representatives of the
Churches and humanitarian organizations, including the ICRC, an
opportunity to discuss cases of that type of relief.

The Colloquium carefully studied the two draft Additional
Protocols to the Geneva Conventions which had been prepared by
the ICRC as an appropriate basis for discussion at the forthcoming
Diplomatic Conference convened by the Swiss Government. While
the draft articles were not discussed, the Colloquium expressed
satisfaction at the headway made in the work carried out by the
ICRC over several years. It therefore decided to send the Secretary-
General of the United Nations the resolution reproduced below,1

which relates almost wholly to the development and reamrmation
of international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts and
civil disturbances. A resolution such as this, on the eve of the
Diplomatic Conference, is obviously very encouraging for the ICRC.

The Colloquium on Spiritual and Intellectual Assistance in Time
of Armed Conflicts and Civil Disturbances, convened by the Inter-
national Institute of Humanitarian Law, San Remo, and the Inter-
national Institute of Human Rights, Strasbourg, and meeting in
Milan from 21 to 23 September 1973,

1 Original French, our translation.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Considering the reports and communications submitted to the
Colloquium on the legal and practical aspects of spiritual and in-
tellectual assistance in time of armed conflicts and civil disturbances,

Convinced that during such conflicts the spiritual and intellectual
needs of military and civilian victims, combatants or non-combatants,
are at least as great as in peacetime,

Recalling that some aspects of the right to spiritual and intellectual
assistance are protected, inter alia, by Articles 18, 27, 44, 45, 46 and 56
of the Regulations respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land
annexed to the Hague Convention No. IV of 1907,

Recalling further that the four Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949 contain numerous provisions safeguarding spiritual and in-
tellectual assistance in time of international armed conflict,

Asserting that the principles of humane treatment and non-
discrimination laid down in Article 3 common to the four Geneva
Conventions of 1949, regarding non-international armed conflicts,
imply respect for the fundamental beliefs and religious practices of the
persons protected,

Referring to the work of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations with regard to human rights in time of armed conflict, and to
the relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the work of the two Conferences of Government
Experts convened by the International Committee of the Red Cross and
having noted the two draft Additional Protocols submitted to Govern-
ments as a basis for the Diplomatic Conference convened by the Swiss
Government to be held in Geneva in 1974,

Noting that Articles 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 52, 53 and 65 of the draft
Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949
relating to the protection of victims of international armed conflicts
and Articles 6, 8, 12, 14 and 15 of the draft Additional Protocol to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 relating to the protection of
victims of non-international armed conflicts contain provisions which
reaffirm and specify the exercise of spiritual and intellectual rights,

Reaffirming the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion
and the right freely to demonstrate religious beliefs or convictions,
in public or in private, as recognized in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights,
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MISCELLANEOUS

Decides:

/. To invite all States to ratify, if they have not already done so,
the universal and regional instruments asserting the right to freedom
of thought, conviction and religion, and to apply the provisions of those
instruments in all circumstances, including international and non-
international armed conflicts, and in situations of internal tension ;

2. To express to the International Committee of the Red Cross its
deep satisfaction regarding its notable work on the reaffirmation and
development of international humanitarian law applicable in armed
conflicts ;

3. To urge the 1974 Diplomatic Conference to consider favourably
and to approve the draft articles proposed by the ICRC regarding
respect for and protection of the spiritual and intellectual rights and
freedom of victims of armed conflicts, including the right to render and
receive assistance;

4. To encourage the Diplomatic Conference to give favourable
consideration to the draft articles relating to the dissemination of the
principles and rules of humanitarian law, inter alia by having
recourse to qualified legal advisers for the application of the Conven-
tions and for the incorporation of its study in military and civilian
programmes of education ;

5. To appeal to any party involved in an international or non-
international armed conflict:

(a) to respect the right of any victim of an armed conflict to
exercise his spiritual and intellectual activities and to supply
him with the facilities necessary therefor;

(b) to refrain from controlling such activities in a manner in-
compatible with respect for beliefs and convictions, or from
practising methods of information, training or teaching which
are incompatible with freedom of thought and the principles
of humanitarian law.
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