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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

Under the chairmanship of Mr. Sean MacBride, Amnesty Inter-
national held its sixth Council Meeting in Vienna from 14 to 16 Sep-
tember 1973. The meeting was attended by about 120 participants.
The ICRC was represented by Mr. G. Winteler, legal adviser.

One of the principal subjects of the Council Meeting was the
campaign for the abolition of torture, as decided at Amnesty Inter-
national's fifth Council Meeting (Utrecht, 8 to 10 September 1972).
To follow this up, an international conference will be held in Paris
in December 1973, and an ad hoc secretariat has been constituted.

The conference is meant to mobilize international opinion, for
torture is a " crime against humanity " that concerns not only
sovereign States, but every individual. Amnesty International's
Executive Committee has been instructed to draw up a plan of
action following the conference. All over the world, signatures will
be collected on a petition for the abolition of torture which will be
addressed to the United Nations. The International Executive Com-
mittee has drafted a resolution on the abolition of torture and on
the treatment of prisoners which will also be submitted to the
United Nations.

A VOTE FOR THE RED CROSS

" To what humanitarian cause would you suggest giving the
hundred thousand Swiss francs which we are offering in this
competition ? Indicate your choice in not more than fifteen words."

This subsidiary question to a commercial competition showed a
spontaneous landslide in favour of the Red Cross.

To celebrate its one-hundred-and-twentieth birthday, one of the
most famous Swiss watch manufacturers launched this competition
last September, with a thousand prizes ranging from a round-the-
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word cruise to a watch. The originality of the competition was
that it had a humanitarian aspect which took the nature of a
plebiscite to decide which good cause would receive the award
as well as to decide the prizewinners.

It was expected that 150,000 replies would be received; there
were in fact half a million. They came in every language from
many countries: 72,000 from Japan, 21,000 from Australia, 16,000
from India, 14,000 from Mexico, 32,000 from the Federal Republic
of Germany, 28,000 from Finland, 20,000 from Switzerland, and
so on.

The first prize, of 50,000 Swiss francs, went to a young Malayan
living at Slim River near Kuala Lumpur, and the donation to a
humanitarian cause went to the Malaysian Red Cross as he had
recommended in his answer to the subsidiary question.

His reply was considered the best: the young man nominated
the local section of the Malaysian Red Cross as recipient of the
100,000 Swiss francs donation for the purchase of a " mobile-
clinic for our rural expansion scheme for the benefit of all ". This
was the only reply conveying both the idea of the Red Cross
universality and a definite project for the use of the sum offered
by the Swiss watch manufacturer.

The prizewinner was not the only person to nominate the Red
Cross in his reply to the subsidiary question. Most competitors did
so, placing it in the lead followed by UNICEF and cancer research.

The motivation of the choice is revealing: it was mostly the
competitors from developing countries who voted for the Red Cross
and for UNICEF, while those in North America and Europe voted
mainly for cancer research.

The most significant thing, however, is no doubt that most
competitors, explaining their choice, referred to " impartiality ",
" help without discrimination ", " neutrality ", " political indepen-
dence ", " unity ", " assistance in all circumstances ". These are
the very words of the Red Cross principles: proof that Henry
Dunant's idea, after more than a century, is still unanimously
approved in all latitudes.
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