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Meetings of advisory groups of experts

The second session of the Conference of Government Experts,
in May 1972, provided some very worthwhile results. Not all of the
problems were covered, however, and the solutions proposed for
some were far from meeting with unanimous approval. The ICRC
therefore felt it necessary to call meetings of groups of government
experts to help select questions and draft the finer points. Specific
technical matters, too, called for consultation with specialists.

These advisory groups, which have been meeting since mid-
January, will continue to do so until mid-March. The results of the
discussions will help the ICRC to make great strides in its prepara-
tions for the Diplomatic Conference.

The first meeting, held at ICRC Headquarters from 15 to
19 January 1973, involved an advisory group of government
experts, to which the ICRC submitted some of the more important
general problems.

The participants in this advisory group were chosen in accord-
ance with objective criteria, viz. experts who, at the second session
of the Conference of Government Experts had held office as Vice-
Chairmen of the Conference, Chairmen of the Commissions or
Rapporteur. In addition, there were representatives of the five
Great Powers—insofar as they were not covered by the first crite-
rion—and, finally, Switzerland, as the Depositary State of the
Geneva Conventions.

Complying with the wish expressed by several experts after the
second session of the Conference of Government Experts, the ICRC
convened this advisory group in an attempt to reduce the differences
of opinion noted at the Conference. It was hoped thereby to facili-
tate negotiations at the Diplomatic Conference.
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The group of experts discussed the protection of civilians,
combatants, guerrilla warfare, Protecting Powers, and the field of
application of the Protocol in non-international armed conflicts.

This made it possible to bring ideas on many points into line,
facilitated the drafting of new proposals and made a useful con-
tribution to the future work of the ICRC.

As it was not possible to examine all the matters covered by
the two Protocols in one session, the experts asked, at the final
meeting, that a second session be called to deal, first and foremost,
with any new matters and also to review the drafting of some of
the texts studied at the first session. The second session was
held from 5 to 9 March 1973, with the same participants, who were
joined by experts who had been unable to attend the first session.

The other advisory groups of experts meeting in Geneva until
March are composed of technical experts whose prime objective is
to facilitate the drafting of texts dealing with highly complex
technical problems.

From 22 to 26 January, a meeting of experts was held to discuss
the distinctive emblem to be used for civil defence. It was attended
by nine countries and the International Civil Defence Organization.

At the second session of the Conference of Government Experts,
the Sub-Commission on Civil Defence asked that, in accordance
with the criteria set by the experts, the ICRC should carry out such
studies as might be necessary in order to be able to propose a
distinctive emblem for civil defence to the Diplomatic Conference.

Having examined the choice of colours, their proportions, the
design, and the shape of the background to the emblem, and having
taken into account the luminosity and visibility requirements, the
experts finally settled on two proposals: a blue triangle on an orange
background, or two vertical blue stripes on an orange background.

The experts also considered the provisions relating to civil
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defence which were to be included in the Draft Protocols and they
proposed some improvements to the article on identification.

From 29 January to 1 February, a group of six experts on penal
law studied the wording of the articles on penal sanctions to be
imposed on persons guilty of serious breaches of the Geneva
Conventions.

Further consultations were held from 5 to 9 February. They
were attended by technical experts on the problem of signalling
and identification systems for medical transports by land, sea and
air. The object of that meeting was to choose the identification
systems which could be used and to settle technical problems
relating to radio, radar and other forms of signalling.

Experts met from 26 February to 2 March, to study the effect
of weapons causing needless suffering or striking indiscriminately,
such as high-speed projectiles, multiple-fragmentation projectiles,
and others. It was an effort parallel to, yet distinct from, the work
on the two Draft Additional Protocols to the Geneva Convention.
The study was in response to a recommendation made by the
representatives of nineteen countries at the second session of the
Conference of Government Experts.
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