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"PRESENCE DE LA CROIX-ROUGE FRANCAISE" 1

This handsome, attractively illustrated volume, sponsored by the
French Red Cross, describes in nearly 400 pages the birth of the Red
Cross, Henry Dunant's work, the signing of the first Geneva Conference
and the creation and steady development of the French National Red
Cross Society in the course of more than a hundred years. It constitutes
a tribute to a National Society whose efforts embrace a variety of acti-
vities and which, from the Franco-Prussian War through to the First
and Second World Wars, has proved its worth and the dedication and
loyalty of those who have served, and serve today in ever-increasing
numbers in its ranks. An account is given of the Society's activities in
various countries throughout the world.

In a preface, the French Minister of Public Health recalls that the
French Government was among the original signatories of the very first
Geneva Convention and that in 1940 a single association was formed by
the merger of three separate bodies. 2 The Minister goes on to say:
"Its history, significance and excellence are faithfully recorded in this
admirable work where text and illustrations unfold a moving tale of
purpose and dedication. This book is a tribute to the self-denial of
those thousands of men and women who fight without weapons, give
no thought to themselves and ignore all danger in their attempts to save
what can still be saved...

... Much has already been very fittingly and ably written about the
French Red Cross. But its most eminent representatives consider that
this publication, with close-packed information, originality and perti-
nence of analytical observation, and factual accuracy and extent of
sources is one of the best histories of the Society...

... This book, which pays tribute to the French Red Cross, is a sign
of faith in man."

Mr. Marcellin Carraud, the National Society's President, has contri-
buted a foreword, in which he presents the book's message to its readers

1 Editions Larrieu-Bonnel, Paris, 1975.
2 The Sociiti de secours aux blessis militaires, the Association des Dames francaises

and the Union des femmes de France.
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who, we trust, will not be lacking in numbers and fervour. For him, it
is a message of hope, for it testifies that the Red Cross movement,
particularly in France, steadfastly looks to the future.

"The Red Cross is not merely the Geneva Conventions, nor is it
the emblem of the red cross on a white ground, it is first and
foremost a living movement.

"The Red Cross must be in constant evolution: its title to existence,
which is already legally established, derives its value not only from
action it has facilitated in the past, but also from its potential for deve-
loping future indispensable operations.

"The voluntary character of Red Cross action guided by the prin-
ciples of humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, unity and
universality made it adaptable to all kinds of circumstances. The Red
Cross was created in the first place to bring assistance to the wounded on
the battlefield, later to prisoners of war, and more recently still, follow-
ing developments in modern war and the evolution of the concept of
conflict, to civilians. So now, it has become social welfare in its widest
sense..."

The same trend is apparent in the ideas put forward by some eminent
writers and scientists whose statements quoted in the book pay tribute to
Red Cross ideas and initiative, in France and elsewhere, recounted and
illustrated by reproductions of well-known paintings and historical
documents. One may thus trace year by year the ever-growing stream
of humanitarian aid forthcoming from the National Society's Paris
headquarters and its local branches, whenever the victims of natural
disasters or of conflicts have to be assisted.

In France, and sometimes abroad, Red Cross nurses trained by the
National Society splendidly fulfil their duties and work tirelessly to
bring assistance wherever it is needed. From 1914 to 1918, their aid
was invaluable, as evidenced by the quoted texts and photographs.
Again in 1939-1945, the French Red Cross mobilized its forces to the
full; its achievements are related in this book.

The last few chapters describe the period from 1945 to the present
day, the National Society's present organization, the institutions it has
set up in France and the mission assigned to the international Red
Cross organizations.

J.-G. L.
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