
I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O M M I T T E E
O F T H E R E D C R O S S

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Africa

Angola

Prisoners. — The ICRC obtained from the authorities concerned a
general agreement concerning its tasks under the Conventions on behalf
of civilian and military prisoners (visits to camps, releases and repatria-
tions).

Several visits were made in September. About 250 military and
civilian prisoners, supporters of UNITA, held by the MPLA and FNLA
were visited at Dondo and Cambambe (28 August), Saurimo and Ben-
guela (15 and 21 September). More than 200 members of the MPLA
captured by UNITA and held at Nova Lisboa, were visited on 8 Septem-
ber. An FNLA soldier who had been wounded was visited at Dalatando
Hospital where he was being cared for.

The first operation for the exchange of prisoners and for their return
to their homes was carried out on 4 September under ICRC auspices.
Twelve women and children detained by the MPLA were flown to Nova
Lisboa on board a Portuguese aircraft, and forty women and children
held by UNITA flew back to Luanda.

Medical teams. — The three medical teams provided by the Danish
Red Cross, the French Red Cross and the ICRC, are working at Dala-
tando, Nova Lisboa and Carmona respectively.

According to an assessment of the health situation in the area around
Carmona, hospital facilities were adequate but medical supplies and
equipment were lacking. The principal diseases were measles, various
form of anaemia, malaria, diarrhoea, sleeping sickness and ailments
caused by malnutrition.

The surgeon and anaesthetist of the Danish team at Dalatando have
been sent to Saurimo (formerly Henrique de Carvalho), where numerous
wounded need medical care.

521



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

A medical survey was also carried out in the Nova Lisboa region.
The members of the French team at Nova Lisboa have recently extended
their activities to the hospital at Vouga (on the road to Silva Porto), which
they visit three times a week.

Relief. — The ICRC obtained the agreement of representatives of all
the authorities for mercy flights by its DC-6 aircraft (made available by
the Swiss Government for one month). This agreement guarantees the
aircraft's safety and freedom of movement and offers the facilities neces-
sary to make the aircraft operational.

During the first half of September, the ICRC DC-6 made eleven
flights into the interior of the country with a total of 50 tons of relief
goods and 163 persons given priority on humanitarian grounds.

Since the commencement of ICRC assistance in Angola, it has
distributed more than 140 tons of medical supplies and equipment,
foodstuffs and miscellaneous relief supplies, to a value of 812,170 Swiss
francs.

Central Tracing Agency. — The tracing bureau was opened in Luanda
in September. Contacts in Sa da Bandeira, Nova Lisboa, Benguela and
Lobito, will now make for easier transmission of family messages and
speed up inquiries on missing persons. Lists and a card-index of persons
in or released from places of detention, of displaced persons and of those
having left the country are being compiled.

Assistance to Repatriated Portuguese. — Because of the situation in
Angola, the Portuguese Red Cross has to assist thousands of Portuguese
who have left the country and are arriving in Lisbon, in many cases com-
pletely destitute. The ICRC despatched a representative to the National
Society to study what could be done in the way of emergency relief action
for those repatriates. Because of the volume of assistance required, two
delegates, one from the League and one from the ICRC, were despatched
to Lisbon at the end of September. Their findings will permit allocation
of tasks to each of those two institutions, in co-operation with the Por-
tuguese Red Cross.

To date, relief supplies worth about 254,000 Swiss francs have reached
Portugal. They consist of 5 tons powdered milk, worth 35,000 Swiss
francs (a gift from the Swiss Government), 2,000 blankets, 1,000 pairs of
shoes, 1,500 toilet kits and miscellaneous articles, including sleeping-bags,
to a value of 204,000 Swiss francs (German Red Cross in the Federal
Republic of Germany), 2.5 tons baby food worth 15,000 Swiss francs
(Netherlands Red Cross) and 1,000 sets of cooking utensils (Swiss Red
Cross). The ICRC remitted to the Portuguese Red Cross the sum of
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15,000 Swiss Francs for the purchase of medicaments. Further contribu-
tions have been promised by the Swedish Red Cross (10,000 blankets,
21 tons powdered milk and 100 tons flour) and the Danish Red Cross
(5,000 blankets).

Mali and Upper Volta

An ICRC regional delegate for West and Central Africa was in Mali
and Upper Volta from 29 August to 6 September 1975.

In Ouagadougou prison he saw seven Mali civilian internees, captured
at the time of the conflict between Mali and Upper Volta. These seven
prisoners, and two prisoners of war of the Upper Volta who have since
been released by Mali, had been visited on two previous occasions by
the ICRC.

The ICRC delegate also conferred with the Minister of the Interior of
the Upper Volta and met in Ouagadougou and Bamako Red Cross
Society leaders and senior government officials.

Latin America

Chile

In August the ICRC delegates saw a thousand detainees in ten places
of detention. They also continued their assistance to detainees' families.

Thirteen parcels of medicaments were sent to prisoners, where the
ICRC distributed relief supplies—mainly foodstuffs—to a value of
US$ 1,800.

The value of foodstuffs, medicines, spectacles, toilet necessities and
other supplies distributed by the ICRC to needy families of detainees—
600 in Santiago and 1,330 in the provinces—amounted to US$ 12,600,
in addition to the medical supplies drawn from ICRC stocks.

The office of the Central Tracing Agency—which receives about
thirty people a day—issued eight travel documents to persons having
exit visas but no identity papers. It conducted thirty-one inquiries
twenty-six of which were successfully concluded.

In our previous issue we stated that the ICRC delegation in Santiago
had compiled an index of about 40,000 cards relating to arrests and
releases. That figure does not reflect the number of persons detained.
Several cards may refer to a single person if after arrest he has been
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transferred from one place to another or if he has been released. This
system enables the delegation to keep track of a detainee from the time
of his arrest until his release. It was used during the Second World
War, when as many as a dozen cards might be made out, depending on
events affecting a prisoner during captivity.

Paraguay

The ICRC regional delegate for the "Cono Sur" was in Paraguay from
24 August to 18 September. After conferring with government officials
and senior members of the Red Cross at Asuncion, he visited five places
of detention—including three police stations—where he saw 1,500
detainees. Before returning to Buenos Aires, he delivered a lecture to the
Capiata military academy on the Geneva Conventions.

Asia

Indo-China

The staff strength of the four International Red Cross delegations
in Indo-China is fourteen, i.e.:

Bangkok — 7, including 2 Agency delegates and one relief specialist,
Saigon — 4, including one doctor, Hanoi — 1 delegate, Vientiane —
2 delegates.

Republic of South Vietnam. — Since April 1975, the International
Red Cross has sent 52.4 million Swiss francs worth of various relief
supplies to the Republic of South Vietnam. In addition, charter fees
for an aircraft and a ship to transport the material, outstanding bills for
supplies and the cost of assistance to refugees outside Indo-China amount
to 8.1 million Swiss francs.

The total value of relief thus amounts to 60.5 million Swiss francs.

Thailand. — The registration of refugees from Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia is not yet complete. The International Red Cross teams have
to go to many camps, some of which are remote and difficult to reach.
By mid-September 57,000 refugees had been registered—43,200 from
Laos, 12,400 from Cambodia and 1,400 from Vietnam.

A team went recently to the northern provinces of Nan, Udorn
Thani and Nong Khai and to the north-east province of Quong Khien
where there were 24,000 refugees. Another visited several camps near
the Cambodian border in the provinces of Prachinburi, Sissaket and Surin.
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These refugees also receive material assistance, mainly from the Thai
Government, helped by the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees. The
International Red Cross, in both Geneva and Thailand, is in close touch
with the UNHCR and with the Intergovernmental Committee for Euro-
pean Migration which is more particularly concerned with refugee
emigration.

Timor

Since the end of August, with the cooperation of the Australian Red
Cross, the ICRC has been protecting and assisting victims of the con-
flict taking place in the Portuguese area of Timor. The ICRC delegate,
who made contact with the parties to the conflict and made the first
visits to prisoners on both sides, was joined by three more delegates early
in September.

Prisoners. — In the past few weeks, further visits were made to pri-
soners. About 700 men of the TDU (Timor Democratic Union) in the
hands of the FRETILIN (Revolutionary Front for the Liberation of
Timor) were visited.

On 10 September, an initial repatriation took place under ICRC
auspices. Twenty-eight Portuguese soldiers, liberated by the FRETILIN,
were transported from Dili to Darwin in a plane provided to the ICRC
by the Australian Government. From Darwin, they were returned to
Portugal. On 22 September, an ICRC delegate visited 23 Portuguese
prisoners who were being held by the TDU.

Medical teams. — The Australian Red Cross medical team, consisting
of a surgeon, a general practitioner, an anesthetist and a nurse, restored
to activity the hospital at Dili, where they found some 300 wounded per-
sons when they arrived at the end of August. They installed a blood bank
and opened a clinic for out-patients. About 150 patients a day come for
treatment.

Two members of the same team went on a mission to the interior and
two other doctors sent by the Australian Red Cross went to work in the
town of Baucau.

Tracing Agency. — The ICRC delegation at Dili received many appeals
for information about missing persons. An agency service is now being
set up. Meanwhile, exchanges of messages have begun between members
of separated families.

Refugees. — Some inhabitants of the Portuguese zone crossed the
border during the fighting to take refuge in the Indonesian zone. The
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Indonesian Red Cross has asked for help from the International Red
Cross in assisting these people, many of whom are destitute. One of the
ICRC delegates, on 20 September, crossed into the Indonesian zone to
work out, in co-operation with the National Society, ways and means of
helping the refugees.

Finance. — On 5 September, the ICRC sent an appeal to 21 National
Societies and Governments. As of 23 September, a total of 530,000
Swiss francs had been pledged or received.

Middle East

Several transfers of persons took place under ICRC auspices during
September.

On the Qantara road, at UN Point 512, six such operations took
place, enabling 2,890 young Palestinians who had spent the summer with
their families in Gaza to return to Cairo for their studies. In addition,
331 persons who had come to Gaza to visit relatives returned to Cairo.
In the other direction, 655 persons entered occupied territories in Gaza
and Sinai to visit their families.

At Quneitra, on the occupied Golan heights, on 10 September, six
persons crossed to rejoin their families in Damascus, as well as two
Palestinian students going to the University of Damascus.

Over the Allenby Bridge, on 19 September, 24 young Palestinians from
Gaza crossed into Jordan, before proceeding to Algeria to continue
their studies.
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