
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

INTERNATIONAL MEETING ON HUMANITARIAN LAW

An international meeting on humanitarian law on 21 and 22 June
at Turin, organized by the International Institute of Humanitarian Law
of San Remo, discussed two questions directly related to the work of
the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts. The
first of these dealt with the problem of the sovereignty of states vis-a-vis
international relief activities; the second with the protection of refugees
in periods of armed conflict.

A constructive and interesting discussion led to the adoption of two
resolutions. The resolution concerning relief activities called upon the
States signatory to the Geneva Conventions to observe strictly their
responsibilities under the relevant provisions of the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 12 August 1949 for the protection of civilians in time of
war and appealed to them to take the necessary measures to permit
international co-operation in this respect.

The resolution devoted to the protection of refugees asked the
Governments taking part in the Diplomatic Conference to support the
adoption of articles in the draft Protocols additional to the Conventions
relating to the protection of refugees and children and of the articles
concerning the reuniting of dispersed families. The text of the latter
resolution is as follows:

The International Meeting on International Humanitarian Law at
Turin, 21 and 22 June 1975, under the auspices of the International Insti-
tute of Humanitarian Law.

Having followed with particular interest the results of the two sessions
of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law applicable in armed conflicts (Geneva,
February-March 1974 and February-April 1975),
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MISCELLANEOUS

Aware of the necessity of effective international protection of refugees
in all circumstances,

Recalling the resolutions adopted during the meetings of experts of
the International Institute of Humanitarian Law (San Remo, 1973, and
Florence, 1974) on the reunion of dispersed families,

Recognizing the role of governmental and non-governmental organi-
sations and particularly the role of the International Committee of the
Red Cross regarding the reaffirmation and development of international
humanitarian law,

Congratulating the International Committee of the Red Cross entrusted
with the task of drafting the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions
of 12 August 1949,

Taking cognizance of the reports of the Meeting on the protection of
refugees in the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions on the
protection of war victims,

Invites the Governments participating in the Diplomatic Conference on
International Humanitarian Law to support the adoption of the articles of
the Protocols concerning the protection of refugees and children and also
the articles dealing with the reunion of dispersed families,

Invites the International Institute of Humanitarian Law and also other
appropriate institutions to promote lectures on the international protection
of refugees and stateless persons in the teaching of international humani-
tarian law.

Some fifty experts took part in the meeting, in their private capacities.
The ICRC was represented by Mr. C. Pilloud, Director, Mrs. D. Bujard,
Chief of the Legal Division, and Mr. M. Veuthey, assistant to the
Director of the Department of Principles and Law.

D. B.
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