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ICRC Medical Assistance Programme

On several occasions in 1970, International Review published
news of an International Red Cross medical mission to the Amazon,
and in June 1971 it gave extracts of the report drawn up by the three
doctors who carried out that mission. Now we give details on the
preparation and launching of an ICRC medical assistance programme
for the benefit of the Indians of the Brazilian Amazon region.

On 23 and 24 May, the Co-ordinating Committee of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross Amazon Programme held its
first official meeting at ICRC headquarters in Geneva, with rep-
resentatives from donor countries, the Brazilian Red Cross, the
FUNAI (Fundacao Nacional do Indio), the ICRC and the League
of Red Cross Societies: General O. Bandeira de Mello, President
of the FUNAI; Admiral E. Beauclair, President of the Brazilian
Red Cross; Dr. Sadock de Freitas, Director of the Assistance
Department of the FUNAI; H. H. Prince Henrik of Denmark,
Director of Danish Red Cross Foreign Relations; Mr. Arne Fremm,
Danish Red Cross Secretary-General; Mr. Asbjorn Olsen, Director
of Swedish Red Cross International Relations; Miss Vasconcelos
and Mr. Biirki, representing respectively the Portuguese and the
Swiss Red Cross Societies. The League of Red Cross Societies was
represented by Mr. Gomez-Ruiz, "desk officer" for the Latin America
sector, and the ICRC by its President, Mr. Marcel A. Naville, its
delegate-general for Latin America, Mr. S. Nessi, and Mr. G.
Palmqvist, Executive Secretary for the Amazon programme.

In his opening address, Mr. Naville thanked the Brazilian
authorities and Red Cross for their support of the "Amazon"
programme. He stated that although the programme was not a
traditional ICRC task, it was necessary. The Red Cross hoped,
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however, that the programme would be taken over by the Brazilian
authorities in the not too distant future.

General O. Bandeira de Mello expressed the gratitude of the
Brazilian authorities and affirmed their full support for the Red
Cross programme for the benefit of the people of the Amazon. He
also described, and illustrated with colour slides, the work of the
FUNAI throughout Brazil.

Dr. Sadock de Freitas described the medical work carried out
by the FUNAI, while Admiral Beauclair stressed the importance of
the ICRC's project both for Brazil and its Red Cross Society. He
assured the Committee of the co-operation and financial support of
the Brazilian Red Cross.

Mr. Nessi, chairman of this first meeting, spoke of his recent
mission to Brazil and of the decisions reached jointly with the
FUNAI and the Brazilian Red Cross to launch the programme.

The discussions which followed dealt inter alia with the recruiting
of medical and technical personnel, the purchase of equipment and
medicaments, and the problem of telecommunications.

Already a team is being formed. It will comprise a doctor, a
male nurse, a nursing assistant, a pilot and a co-pilot to fly the
team's "Islander" aircraft, the same model as those used by the
FUNAI. The team will be trained for several weeks in Geneva and
in Brasilia before going—probably in August—to the Amazon.

No dates have yet been decided for the departure of other teams.
Their departure will depend mainly on the construction schedules
of the boats they will require.

Financial contributions to the programme have been received
from Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Sweden and Switzerland.

After the discussions, the President of the ICRC was elected
"honorary chairman" of the Amazon Programme Co-ordinating
Committee.
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