
MISCELLANEOUS

. . . Many are those who think that the teaching of human rights
should not be aimed at vindicating this or that regime. Human
rights should not be a ground for hostility between countries with
different political or economic conceptions or systems. Knowledge
of human rights should not separate States and men, but bring
them closer together. Respect for human rights should unite them.

It can never be said too often that human rights and the rights
of peoples are one and the same; there are no two justices, one for
individuals and one for States; nor is there a national justice and
an international justice. Mankind being one, there cannot be
different kinds of justice for different classes of men.

We may therefore observe that the only valid ethic is that
which draws its strength from the hearts of men.

Polys MODINOS
Assistant Secretary-General of the Council

of Europe

UNESCO PAST AND FUTURE

The Junior Red Cross Newsletterr has published summaries
relating to the 27 persons who have received UNESCO grants for
leading members of the Junior Red Cross. What has become of these
young leaders and how has their interest developed in the humanitarian
ideal after a number of years ? The outlook is promising, for all of them
still have this ideal at heart and are disseminating the knowledge they
were able to acquire thanks to the study grant. The issue in question
of the Newsletter starts of with an article in which Mr. C.A. Schussele,
Director of the League's Junior Red Cross Bureau, on the occasion
of UNESCO's 20th anniversary, which was commemorated last
November in Paris, recalls the bonds uniting that organization and our
movement.

1 Geneva, No. 4, 1966.
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" UNESCO was created officially in Paris on November 4th 1946
and the Constitutive Act of this great specialized Organization of
the United Nations for Education, Science and Culture was signed
by 20 Nations.

Today, 120 Nations are members of UNESCO, its sphere of
activity has been considerably enlarged, its main purposes are known
to everyone and the last General Conference of UNESCO, which
has just been held in Paris, still further extended the scope of the
Organization. It went so far as to comprise, on the educational level,
the problem of organizing leisure; on that of culture, the protection
of the cultural heritage of mankind; and lastly, on the general plane,
the need to contribute ever more efficaciously towards greater under-
standing between peoples and towards the maintenance of peace.

It may be useful to recall here, among the great achievements of
UNESCO—to mention but a few examples—the Major Project on
Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values, the
worldwide literacy campaign, the creation of a European Centre
for Nuclear Research, not to mention the tremendous efforts made
to bring about improvements in education in and outside school,
in the conditions of teaching staffs and in the status of women.
Many other achievements might be mentioned, the most spectac-
ular perhaps being the campaign for saving the Nubian monu-
ments . . .

. . . It is impossible in so short an article to describe every aspect
of this collaboration. We have, therefore, naturally chosen that
relating to education and youth, with particular reference to leader-
ship training.

For the past 14 years, UNESCO has made available travel and
study grants to youth organizations or bodies interested in youth.
Thus, since 1953, the League of Red Cross Societies has received
27 grants from UNESCO for the benefit of 27 national Red Cross,
Red Crescent, and Red Lion and Sun Societies.

As a token of gratitude to UNESCO, we have wanted to show
that these travel grants have not been in vain, that the national
Societies which received them have derived valuable encourage-
ment and very real help from them, and that, in short, these 27
grants have greatly contributed towards the promotion of the
ideals common to UNESCO and to the Red Cross.
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In the electric atmosphere of today's world faced with pro-
blems of great magnitude, the League and UNESCO must set on
foot programmes and activities commensurate with the needs.
Where Youth is concerned, the responsibilities of the two bodies are
far-reaching, especially in those countries which have recently
acquired their independence. The International Conference on
Youth, held at Grenoble in 1964, opened up wide vistas for fruitful
collaboration in the sphere of education outside the school. It was,
to some extent, an echo of the World Conference of Educators, held
at Lausanne in August 1963 in the framework of the Red Cross
Centenary celebrations, which also outlined new and compre-
hensive prospects for the Junior Red Cross.

It is our earnest hope that this collaboration, which is manifest
not in words but in deeds, will be maintained and strengthened so
that the young people of today may find, in a true peace and in a
positive and constructive world, the means whereby they may
attain complete fulfilment and make a useful contribution towards
the great community of tomorrow."

The future is of course conditioned by the past, but today more than
ever UNESCO is concerned with what is called " operational action ".
New questions arise and Mr. Rene Maheu, Director-General, replies
in a manner testifying to the evolution of the organization since 1946.1

In the course of the twenty years which have elapsed since the
organization's foundation, the progress of history has been con-
siderably accelerated. In particular, decolonization has meant
accession to sovereignty for a number of countries. These notable
changes in international relations have made the extent of needs
among the less fortunate peoples more obvious. Throughout the
world—on the government level as well as among the public—
there is an ever clearer understanding of the importance of those
fields within UNESCO's purview which contribute to economic
progress, social justice and peace. As a result, the organization, with
a membership of 30 States at the time of its foundation and 120
today, has acquired considerably increased responsibilities and

xSee Les Nouvelles littiraires, Paris, November 3, 1966.
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resources. Today the UNESCO programme has allocated top
priority and two thirds of its resources to education and science,
including technological applications, as factors promoting develop-
ment.

Mr. Maheu then described how he forecast the future of the organiza-
tion.

By promoting development, UNESCO, which is humanitarian
by vocation, has found itself in direct contact with the stark reality
of the human condition today. For two thirds of humanity, that
condition is misery. From these hard facts, although they constitute
a test, the Organization has drawn and continues to draw a realistic
and enterprising spirit which denotes a new outlook.

What the human condition today calls for most urgently, and
in certain respects most dramatically, is widespread and improved
education throughout the world and the extension and application
of science in developing countries in order to promote their pro-
gress. There is no doubt that the spread of knowledge and techno-
logy offers advantages which cannot be ignored at a time when the
struggle against under-development is a race against time. But just
as important, to my mind, is the establishment of an infrastructure
encouraging and contributing to indigenous development, the only
type which will enable countries distressed by their backwardness
to achieve true independence and self government. By its efforts
towards this goal, its mission of spiritual liberation, UNESCO
contributes to the history of the nations.

The facts point towards this perspective. This is shown in the pro-
gramme for 1967-1968, drawn up by the 14th Session of the UNESCO
General Conference to which added lustre was given by the Organiza-
tion's 20th anniversary:

This programme, which in the words of the UNESCO Director-
General is characterized by the two functions " growth" and
" standardization", displays both a concern for stability and
continuity and a keen appreciation of certain new necessities. The
priority already granted to education and science is maintained.
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The programme's expenditure growth rate is restricted to 7.9%.
Unprecedented in the Organization's history is the fact that the
programme and corresponding budget for an amount of 61,506,140
Dollars were adopted unanimously.

Also unique is the fact that the General Conference, looking
beyond the 1967-1968 programme, made known its intention of
conferring greater cohesion on future programmes, of planning
them on a longer term basis and of directing them towards broader
activity to promote cultural and human values. It was, in partic-
ular, of the opinion that " UNESCO should concentrate more and
more. . . on plans for action going beyond the scope of the pro-
grammes and budgets for a specific period of time ". In the cultural
field, especially, it was proposed that a long-term study be under-
taken on ways and means of " enabling man to benefit ever more
fully from his cultural heritage and to participate in all cultural
activities.. . ".

A study of the various sectors covered by the programme reveals
the dual concern to continue those activities which correspond to
already recognized priorities, on the one hand, and to welcome new
projects which might give wider scope in the future, on the other.

In the field of education, recognized priorities concern: educa-
tion planning, as an integral part of general plans for economic
and social development; training and refresher courses for school
teachers and improvement of conditions for the teaching pro-
fession ; the literacy campaign; the use of new methods, particularly
audo-visual, in teaching; extramural education for young people
and adults; education for women and girls. In addition, increased
attention will be given to guidance in education, access to higher
education, education for retarded children, and international
understanding.

In the natural sciences, the most important projects concern
physiology, conservation of natural resources and the application
of the sciences to development. In particular, UNESCO, in co-
operation with the International Biology Programme, will endeav-
our to draw up an inventory of the earth's biological resources,
taking into account the needs arising from today's demographic
expansion. It will continue the activities which have been under-
taken since 1965 within the framework of the International Hydro-
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logy Decade, with special attention to the problem of water pollu-
tion. In addition, it will continue promoting and co-ordinating
oceanographic research. In future, UNESCO will step up its aid to
member States for planning in political science, teaching and
scientific research development, the training of scientific workers
and the setting up of " institutions for the advancement of science ".

Concomitantly with its investigation into research trends in the
social and human sciences, UNESCO will increase its attention to
the application of these sciences. For example, studies will focus
on the connection between education development and demo-
graphic evolution as well as on the socio-cultural problems of the
impact of science and technology in contemporary society. As a
sequel to the Major East-West Project, which has now been brought
to a successful conclusion, a programme of studies of various cul-
tures will be undertaken, namely Oriental, African, Latin Ameri-
can, and other cultures, in view of the world-wide significance
attached to them. In the field of protecting the cultural heritage
of humanity and concomitantly with its action to preserve the
Nubian monuments, UNESCO will encourage, in particular, the
co-ordination of efforts to repair the damage caused by recent
flooding to the Florentine and Venetian art treasures. It will
encourage tourism as a factor for the safeguarding of culture and
for economic development.

In the field of information, in the widest sense of the term—
dissemination of knowledge and international circulation of ideas
by modern communications media—the Organization's intensified
activity will be particularly noticeable as far as documentation is
concerned—whether to assist States to improve their services or
to advance the cause of international co-operation. A programme for
book promotion will be launched for the benefit of developing
countries whilst UNESCO's interest in communication by satellite
for educational purposes will take the form of a pilot study project
covering a very wide area.
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