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Vietnam

Geneva Conventions. — When in June 1965 the ICRC addressed
an appeal to the belligerents on the subject of the Geneva Conven-
tions for the protection of the victims of war, the Republic of
Vietnam replied that it proposed applying these international
treaties to which it is a Party (as is the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam and the United States of America). It has accordingly had
disseminated amongst its armed forces a summary of conduct to be
observed towards prisoners, in accordance with the Geneva Con-
ventions. Similar instructions have been given to the American and
Allied forces.

Prisoners of war. •—• The Government of the Republic of Vietnam
has furthermore decided to accord the status of prisoner of war to
all combattants captured under arms during the course of military
operations. It is estimated that there are at present 2500 prisoners
of war held in the three camps which were opened for them in 1966
at Da-Nang, Plei-Ku and Bien-Hoa.

Visits to camps. — The ICRC has received permission from the
Saigon authorities for these camps to be visited, to which teams
consisting of a doctor-delegate and another doctor have had access
since the autumn of 1966. Representatives of the International
Committee are able to talk without witnesses and in most cases
without interpreters with prisoners of their own choosing. On the
completion of each visit, which also includes hospitals in which
wounded and sick prisoners of war are undergoing treatment, they
make known their observations, and, if necessary, their suggestions
to the camp commandant and the South Vietnam authorities. A
report is subsequently forwarded to the Detaining Power.
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With the President and Director-General of the Nicaraguan Red Cross (on left)
the delegate of the ICRC visiting political detainees in a prison in Managua

(February 1967).



c
...

c
In Geneva —The Secretary-General of the Tunisian Red Crescent (left) handing

over to the ICRC medicines for the Iatter's distribution in the Yemen.

Photograph Jean Zbinden, Geneva

Laos — The ICRC delegate distributing blankets and mosquito nets to refugees
and the homeless.
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Sorting centres. — Delegates also have access to sorting centres
to which members of the forces of the National Liberation Front
of South Vietnam are sent immediately after capture, as well as
civilian suspects. These centres have been established by the
authorities of the Republic of Vietnam. Other visits have also been
made to American, South Korean and Australian sorting centres.

North Vietnam prisoners. — Several visits, furthermore, have
been made to 19 North Vietnam seamen captured on July 1, 1966,
by American naval forces. Reports on these visits have, in this case,
been handed to the Detaining Power and the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam in Hanoi. A nominal roll has also been forwarded to the
North Vietnam Government which has demanded the release of
all Vietnamese held in South Vietnam and especially of North
Vietnamese captured at sea North of the 17th parallel and brought
as prisoners to the South. The ICRC has undertaken searches to
trace these North Vietnamese prisoners.

Lists. — The ICRC's Central Tracing Agency has, in addition,
received from the Saigon authorities five lists totalling about 800
prisoners of war. Further lists are awaited.

Prisons. — In November 1966 the ICRC delegates were author-
ized to visit penal establishments distributed throughout the
territory of the Republic of Vietnam. They also went to several
re-educational centres.

In all, visits in December covered some 15,000 prisoners of war
and detainees in 20 places of internement or detention. They are
being continued at present.

For Children in Need.—A generous donor has remitted to the
International Committee of the Red Cross a gift of 130,000 Swiss
francs to be used for the benefit of destitute children in the Republic
of Vietnam.

After an on-the-spot examination of the various projects
proposed for the utilization of these funds, the ICRC decided to
make the following distribution: a credit of 50,000 Swiss francs
to the Da Nang orphanage for the extension and refitting of its
premises; 50,000 Swiss francs to the new orphanage at Cantho,
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which also provides a home for many orphans and abandoned
children.

The balance will be used to set up and operate for six months
several milk distribution centres which the Red Cross of the
Republic of Vietnam, assisted by the League of Red Cross Societies,
is at present organizing in the poor quarters of Saigon. The ICRC
has just despatched 38 tons of powdered milk to Saigon; 28 tons
will be allocated to this programme.

Laos

In co-operation with the Laotian Red Cross, the ICRC delegate,
Dr. Jiirg Baer arranged for relief distributions in Houa Khong
Province in the North-east of the country where large numbers of
refugees have been reported. Some 4000 find themselves completely
destitute. Blankets, mats and mosquito netting have been distrib-
uted amongst them.1

The resumption of hostilities in South Laos having resulted in
a further sudden flood of refugees into Sedone Province, the delegate
of the ICRC has made arrangements for immediate aid to be brought
to them through the provincial committee of the National Red
Cross.

Relief distributed has been provided from donations by National
Red Cross Societies and the ICRC.

South Arabia

The Head of the International Committee's Mission in the Arab
Peninsula, Mr. Andre" Rochat, went to Aden where he spent 10
days in February.

In agreement with the authorities, he made further visits to
places of detention for persons apprehended on account of the
events.

1 Plate. The ICRC delegate distributing blankets and mosquito nets to
refugees and the homeless. .
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Yemen

The International Committee of the Red Cross is continuing
its medical activities in the Yemen where four of its teams are
established in the North-east. These are located respectively at
Amara, Herran, El Hazem and in the outskirts of Ketaf.

In February the ICRC distributed food, medicines, a variety
of equipment and relief provided from a German donation.

In the same month, Mr. Andre1 Rochat, Delegate-General of
the ICRC in the Arab Peninsula, visited Cairo and Riyadh for a
series of talks with the two governments concerned.

Relief distribution.—In March, 1967, the ICRC delegation
distributed in North Yemen medicines and blankets provided
from a donation of Misereor, a German denominational Association,
representing a value of about 30,000 DM. These relief supplies
were handed over to the delegates by a German journalist,
Mr. Harald Vocke, who also presented them with a cash donation
for the purchase of food. Purchases were made in Najran and the
delegates distributed relief to the Yemeni population in need.

The ICRC delegation also took delivery of a consignment of
medicines offered by the Tunisian Red Crescent (see separate
article). This relief has been routed to areas in the Yemen where
the ICRC medical teams are working.

Release and evacuation of detainees.—Following on negotiations
with Mr. Andre" Rochat, head of the International Committee of
the Red Cross delegation, the Government of the Arab Republic
of the Yemen has given its agreement for the release and evacuation
of 44 women and children, members of the old ruling house, who
had been under house arrest in Sanaa since 1962. The ICRC made
arrangements for their journey via Asmara to Saudi Arabia where
the other members of the Royal House are staying.

Nicaragua

The International Committee directed its delegate general,
Mr. Pierre Jequier, in the course of a general mission in Central
America, to go to Managua in order to contact the Nicaraguan Red
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Cross and together with it enquire into the plight of persons detained
as a result of the events of January 22 this year.

Upon his arrival in the capital, on February 6, the delegate was
granted an audience by the President of the Republic, Mr. Lorenzo
Guerrero. He was accompanied by Mgr Donaldo Chavez Nunez,
President of the Nicaraguan Red Cross.

The President of the Republic congratulated the Nicaraguan
Red Cross for its work in the course of the recent disturbances in
the capital and he authorized the ICRC delegate to visit detainees
who were arrested at that time.1

The ICRC representative's observations during his visit to
two prisons in Managua were contained in a report which he sub-
mitted to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Most of these detainees have since been released.

Guatemala

After his mission in Nicaragua, Mr. Pierre Jequier went to
Guatemala where he was received by Mr. Armado Amado, President
of the National Red Cross Society. He attended a meeting of this
Red Cross Society's Steering Committee.

The delegate was also the guest of Dr. Emilio Poitevin, the
Minister of Public Health and former President of the Guatemalan
Red Cross, of which he is now the Honorary President.

Dr. Poitevin played a very active part in the initiative leading
to the construction of the new headquarters of the Guatemalan
Red Cross which were inaugurated a few months ago.

Haiti

The Haitian Red Cross Society has just informed the ICRC of
its reorganization programme. This will include, inter alia, a
" Medico-Social Action Committee " and a " First-Aid Training
Committee " which is planning to undertake in the near future a
vaccination and first-aid teaching campaign.

1 Plate. The delegate of the ICRC visiting political detainees in a prison
in Managua.
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In order to assist the revival of this Society, the ICRC despatched
to Port-au-Prince on February 26 and March 3 and 15, medical
supplies, syringes and vaccines to a value of some 20,000 Swiss
francs.

Sudan

The International Committee's Delegate General for Africa,
Mr. Georg Hoffmann, has just left for the Sudan. His mission is to
enquire into the prevailing situation and needs in the Southern
region of the country where disturbances are occurring. Plans for
this mission had been made in co-operation with the Sudanese
Red Crescent when he was in Khartoum at the beginning of the
year.

South Africa

In agreement with the South African Government the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross will shortly undertake a new
tour of inspection in prisons and other detention centres in the
Republic of South Africa. This mission has been entrusted to
Mr. G. C. Senn, ICRC delegate in Africa, who has already arrived
in the country. The previous visit to detainees in this country by
a representative of the ICRC was in 1964.
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