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PROGRESS IN DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE OF
THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

Dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions is not
merely a long-term task—it is a permanent one. One age group
succeeds another ; generation succeeds generation ; the students
become teachers and forgotten lessons of the past fade into the
background of a past which is itself forgotten.

It is nevertheless gratifying to note that an effort is being made
everywhere, or almost everywhere, and although it may not have
attained the desired magnitude, it nevertheless shows that minds
are awake to reality.

In West Africa, courses on the Red Cross and the Geneva Con-
ventions are about to become general in primary schools. In Sierra
Leone, Gambia, Togo, and Dahomey, the ministers of national
education have advised the International Committee of the Red
Cross of their decision to include in the school programmes from the
autumn of 1967 onwards, courses on the Red Cross and the Geneva
Conventions. This is one of the best news items which the ICRC has
ever received in connection with the dissemination in time of peace
of knowledge on the Geneva Conventions. Similar efforts are in
progress in Ruanda, at the official college in Kigali, and in Liberia,
where the objective of the first phase is to acquaint teachers with
this subject.

In Latin America, this subject was examined thoroughly during
the Inter-American Junior Red Cross Seminar which took place
at Quito from October 27 to November 4, 1966.

In the Middle East, the remarkable results achieved by the
Lebanese Red Cross have already been described in a previous
issue of this Review. In Turkish schools, it is the Red Crescent itself
which teaches the Conventions.

In Europe, Norway may be taken as an example. The Norwegian
Red Cross has undertaken the widespread teaching of the Geneva
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Conventions in schools by audio-visual methods; a thousand
slides have been distributed with accompanying comments.
Denmark, for its part, has distributed a hundred thousand copies
of the illustrated brochure published by the ICRC.

The ICRC has received the assurance that, on the university
level, the Geneva Conventions will be the subject of courses at the
Kyoto University (Professor Takemoto) in 1967. Similar news has
reached it from Sussex University (Professor Draper) in Great
Britain. In both cases, the courses will be distinct from other fields
of international law. In addition, in 1965, Professor G. I. A. D.
Draper gave a course on the Geneva Conventions at the Hague
Academy of International Law. A seminar on international law at
Harvard in the summer of 1966 also included a study of humanita-
rian law, directed by Professor R. R. Baxter. The International
Council of Nurses, for its part, has introduced knowledge of the
principles of the Geneva Conventions as a requirement in its code
of ethics.

On a decision of the General Assembly, the United Nations has
set up a special technical assistance committee to promote the
teaching, study, dissemination and wider understanding of interna-
tional law. There is no doubt that when this committee's work is
completed, it will facilitate the necessary dissemination of know-
ledge on the Geneva Conventions.

/ . de P.
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