
BOOKS

hand, splendidly recreated the particular climate then prevailing,
which alone can explain the disappointments of the founder of the
Red Cross, and why the visionary which he was had to expatriate
himself. Finally, she recalls what the award of the first Nobel Peace
Prize represented and that Dunant never lacked the affection of
his own family or of his few friends. Mrs. Libby is therefore right
in concluding her excellent work with the words which Clara Barton
wrote to the " prophet of peace " : " None of us living today will
ever comprehend the full value of the thought you gave to the
warring world ; but if the seed is sown somewhere and garnered
in other fields by reapers yet unborn, its worth is all the greater,
and in centuries to come the name of Henry Dunant will be written
higher in the scroll and in broader letters than today."

M. I.

G. DEL VECCHIO : « HUMANITE ET UNITE DE DROIT » l

Professor Giorgio Del Vecchio, former Rector of Rome Uni-
versity, has published under this title a series of essays on legal
philosophy with conclusions which included a tribute of praise to
the Red Cross idea.

These studies are of general interest, for they broach such
problems as " The bases of comparative law and basic legal princi-
ples " and " The rights of man ". Of special interest to us, however,
is the section dealing with " The history of the Red Cross " and
" The problem of peace and war in modern times ".

The author recalls the fundamental importance of Rousseau's
ideas for the establishment of humanitarian law. Apart from the
writings of the philosopher of Geneva and the work of another
Genevese citizen, Henry Dunant, after the battle of Solferino, he
describes the merits of another precursor of the Red Cross, Ferdi-
nando Palasciano, who was born in 1815 at Capone and who was
" the first to realize the necessity of a genuinely technically effective
and legally recognized medical organization for assistance to the
war wounded ".

1 Librairie generate de 4roit et de jurisprudence, Paris, 1963, 312 p.
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After examining the progressive extension of the Red Cross and
humanitarian law, the author concludes : " In origin and structure,
the Red Cross is a concrete example and a particular confirmation
of some truths already demonstrated in abstract terms : the link
and relationship between moral values and the law. There is no
doubt that this institution has moral and legal significance with
a close connection between the two. The logical relation linking
these two criteria did not prevent the manifestation—on a moral
plane at first—of humanitarian aspirations, as has often happened ;
but going no further than the moral level they were ineffective
and aimless. Effectiveness and aims were only verified when legal
expression was given to these aspirations. Law, setting the limits
to demands and obligations, and enforcing their observance, is
necessary for the maintenance of order in society; but if it is not
inspired with the eminently moral spirit of charity, law is empty,
rigid and cold."

H. C.

F. M. DE LASALA SAMPER : «LA PROTECCION A LOS HERIDOS,

ENFERMOS Y NAUFRAGOS DE LAS FUERZAS ARMADAS EN CAMPANA » x

The University of Saragossa, under the active direction of
Professor Luis Garcia Arias of the General Palafox Chair of Studies
in the rule of war, published in 1959 the thesis by Professor Jose'
Antonio Pastor Ridruejo on the protection of the civilian population
in time of war2. It has just produced that of Professor aggregate
of international law Fernando Maria de Lasala Samper, on the pro-
tection of the wounded, sick and shipwrecked of the armed forces
in the field.

This new publication, which cannot be too highly recommended
to readers of the International Review, thus adds to the commentary
on the Fourth Geneva Convention of August 12, 1949, that on the
First and Second Conventions. Furthermore, we are shortly expect-
ing to see the appearance of the commentary on the Third Conven-
tion.

1 Published by the University of Saragossa, Saragossa, 1964, 408 p.
* An analysis of this work was published by the Revue Internationale in

June 1960.
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