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A month in Jerusalem

The Red Cross extends its aid to several countries of the Near
East where the war wrought much havoc. The ICRC has established
delegations there and also sub-delegations in certain places. To give
our readers a picture of Red Cross work " on the ground ", we describe the day to day activity of one of these. We therefore put
questions to Miss L. Reymond, who stayed in Jerusalem until July
20, 1967, and lived through that period of great anxiety for the
inhabitants of the old city and its outskirts.
What mission did she have when she left Geneva on June 15 ?
This was to co-operate on the spot with the work of the Central
Tracing Agency. She took with her for that purpose several hundred
requests for inquiries from different countries and made by persons
who had communicated direct with Geneva in order to obtain news
of relatives living in the fighting areas.
After making contact in Tel Aviv with the head of the ICRC
delegation in Israel she went to her post, the old city of Jerusalem
now under Israeli control.
There she met another delegate of the ICRC, Dr. Hans Bernath,
himself assisted by his wife whose knowledge of Hebrew and Arabic
was to prove most valuable. For, it will be seen, it was through
direct contact with the local population that the Red Cross worked
at the outset.
Dr. Bernath, of Swiss nationality like all representatives of the
ICRC, has been an honorary delegate of the Geneva Institution for
the past eleven years, after having already undertaken the duties
of delegate during the 1948-49 Palestine war. Furthermore, as
doctor at the Arab hospital in Nazareth, he knows the country very
well.
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The ICRC delegation had premises in Jerusalem where Arab
civilians could ask for message forms, submit requests for the
tracing of missing persons and be informed of the procedure to be
followed for members of their families who had left the west bank
of the Jordan, during the fighting in June, to return there. A
secretary, also of Swiss nationality, worked on a permanent basis
at the delegation.
Long investigations were often necessary to find, as far as
humanly possible, the persons for whom searches were being made.
We would mention that inquiries on persons finding themselves
on Israeli territory (limits before June 5, 1967) were passed to the
Magen David Adorn Society in Tel Aviv, which then transmitted to
Geneva the results it was able to obtain.
At the same time, another task was successfully accomplished.
This consisted of receiving civilian messages (forms of 25 words
with Red Cross title-headings) and transmitting them either to
Geneva, after sorting their destination and censorship, or else
direct to the addresses in areas under control. In this case, it was
necessary to find trustworthy people who would undertake to hand
over these messages themselves in towns and villages. Advice also
had to be given to those writing these messages.1 More often than
not the delegation received these civilian messages direct from
ICRC delegates in the Arab countries, during encounters which took
place regularly on Allenby Bridge over the Jordan or elsewhere
between the representatives of the ICRC in Israel, Syria and
Lebanon or in the United Arab Republic.
One figure will be sufficient to show the extent of these transmissions. At one single time, 60,000 messages collected by the
Red Crescent in Jordan arrived from that country through the
ICRC delegate in Amman. It should be added that about 200,000
civilian messages have been received by August, 1967, for transmission to the old city of Jerusalem, the Gaza area, occupied
territory in Syria (Kuneitra) and also to the west bank of the
Jordan.
The mission in Jerusalem had yet a third task to perform.
Miss Reymond and Dr. Bernath on three occasions dealt with the
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Plate. — Advice is given to those writing the ICRC messages.

Jerusalem — Advice is given to these writing the ICRC messages.
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repatriation to Jordan of children who had been in religious
boarding-schools in Bethlehem and in the old city of Jerusalem,
whose families were in Jordan.
Lists of children had to be obtained, drawn up on the basis of
the parents' requests and which were submitted for approval by
the Israeli Government. The school directors were then informed of
the day on which the children, with the help of the ICRC, could
travel with a view to their shortly rejoining their parents.
A first operation took place in the following manner. The
ICRC delegates went to fetch the children who were taken to
Tel Aviv airport by Magen David Adorn buses. The ICRC aircraft
bearing the red cross emblem then transported them to Amman
where the Jordan Red Crescent took them in charge. They were
accompanied throughout the journey by representatives of the
International Committee, responsible for the smooth running of
the operation. This was the first journey, carried out on June 21,
in which 36 children took part.
Two further repatriation operations took place, one on June 28
(116 children) and the other at the beginning of July (17 children).
Vehicles of the Magen David Adom were again made available,
not on these occasions to the airport, but to Allenby Bridge.
Roll-calls were made by the ICRC delegates who entrusted the
children to the care of Mr. Nessi and Mr. Troyon, the ICRC representatives in Jordan, who helped them to cross the bridge and
installed them in Jordan Red Crescent vehicles waiting for them
on the other side of the river. A certain number of Jordanian
civilians whose situation was particularly desperate obtained, as a
result of ICRC representations, permission to accompany them.
It should also be mentioned that some of the children on arrival in
Amman were transported to Lebanon.
It can be seen that Red Cross action under war conditions often
consists of improvisation and demands highly alert imagination.
This work is necessary, if only on a modest scale, to bind wounds
and allay anxiety.
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