
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

India and Pakistan

Application of the Geneva Conventions. — With the end of the
Indo-Pakistan conflict, one can observe with satisfaction that the
two parties, in accordance with their undertaking, applied the
Geneva Conventions and accepted the ICRC's intervention.
Humanitarian provisions were thus generally effective on either
side of the lines.

The ICRC sent delegates to the spot and they carried out their
role on both sides simultaneously on behalf of three types of
victims; prisoners, interned civilians and displaced persons.

Prisoners of war. — The delegates of the ICRC visited prisoner
of war camps on both sides. They were able to note, thanks to these
visits and by talks without witnesses with the prisoners, that,
generally speaking, conditions of detention were correct and the
provisions of the Third Geneva Convention (relative to the treat-
ment of prisoners of war) were on the whole respected.

Through its delegates, the ICRC attempted to obtain nominal
rolls of prisoners captured on both sides. These lists as laid down
by the Third Convention form the best method of ensuring the
safety of prisoners, the detaining Government thus recognising its
responsibility towards enemies it has captured.

The ICRC delegations acted as neutral intermediary on either
side, in order to enable the National Red Cross Societies of India
and Pakistan on several occasions to provide relief to prisoners
of war (clothing, games, books, etc.) and arrange for the exchange of
parcels on the frontier. The delegations also intervened with the
authorities of the two countries with a view to obtaining minor
improvements in detention conditions.

The ICRC's Central Tracing Agency also played its traditional
role in the transmission of capture cards and prisoners' mail.
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Interned civilians. — Since December 1965, the delegates of
the ICRC in India and Pakistan have had access to civilian intern-
ment camps, in order to assure themselves of the proper application
of the provisions laid down in the Fourth Geneva Convention of
1949 (relative to the protection of civilian persons in time of war) ;
the ICRC forwarded their reports to the two governments concerned.

In one civilian internment camp in Pakistan the ICRC made
a distribution of clothing.

Refugees. — From the beginning of hostilities, non-combatants
on both sides fled the fighting areas in hundreds of thousands,
creating, often in a few hours, a general exodus towards the interior
of their own countries and a flow of destitute refugees in India as
well as in Pakistan. Furthermore, in the part of Kashmir under
Pakistani control, the local population had to receive more than
100,000 Moslem refugees who, within the space of a few months,
crossed the cease-fire line.

The International Committee, in order to obtain the means
to come to their aid, appealed to the National Red Cross Societies.
Relief sent to the Pakistan and Indian Red Cross consisted essen-
tially of food (powdered milk, cheese), clothing and blankets and
was distributed in co-operation with the ICRC delegates in the two
countries.

Repatriation. — As a result of the agreements signed in Tashkent
by India and Pakistan, the governments of these two countries
have recently made an exchange of their respective prisoners of
war. This repatriation generally took place in the presence of ICRC
delegates.

Single delegation for India and Pakistan
The favourable unfolding of events has enabled the ICRC to

establish a single delegation for India and Pakistan. Mr. Max
Stalder, delegate, left Geneva on March 17, 1966 for Karachi. He
will thence proceed to New Delhi.

Vietnam

Swiss Red Cross Medical Team. — The offer from the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross to send a Swiss medical team
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to Vietnam was accepted by the Vietnam Republic. From January
30 to February 21, 1966, Dr. Ulrich Middendorp was in South
Vietnam as a doctor delegate for the purpose of studying how
medical assistance could be brought to the victims of the war.

On the basis of his report, the Swiss Red Cross decided to send
an eleven member medical team to Kontum (High Central Pkt-
teau), where it will take over from a Philippine team in the pro-
vincial hospital. Preparation and finance have been taken care of
by the Swiss Red Cross. The ICRC representatives in Saigon will
give the Swiss doctors all the support they might need.

Dr. Peter Stuckelberger, head of the Swiss medical team, and
Mr. Willy Randin, administrator, arrived in Saigon on April 7. The
remainder of the team followed later, arriving on April 14. There
is already a nineteen member medical team from the Red Lion
and Sun of Iran operating in the Mekong delta.

The relief programme in South Vietnam. — The relief programme
undertaken by the ICRC is now well under way. Supplies are
regularly delivered to provincial centres and rapidly distributed,
thanks to the joint efforts of the ICRC delegates and the Vietnam
Red Cross.

3,000 blankets purchased in Japan by the ICRC were air-
freighted to Qui-Nhon and Da-Nang on February 16, for distrib-
ution to refugees and to the civilian hospital serving these two
provinces in Central Vietnam.

On February 17, Mr. Andr6 Tschiffeli, ICRC delegate, handed to
the civilian hospital in Da-Nang 50 bottles of blood plasma donated
by the Netherlands Red Cross. A similar quantity will shortly be
delivered to another hospital, but it is not yet known to which.

The Norwegian Red Cross, acting on behalf of the Norwegian
Committee for Assistance to Vietnam, donated to the Vietnam
Red Cross 800 cartons of milk, in addition to the 480 which had
already been received. These are generally distributed in insti l
utions such as hospitals, baby clinics and orphanages. Rice however
is still the staple commodity most in demand. 500 tons have been
offered by the Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany and
other shipments have already been delivered. The delegates how-
ever are considering henceforth buying it locally.

195



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

For handicapped civilians. — On learning that the National
Disabled Centre would not become operative for civilian war
disabled for several months (so that disabled people must still be
sent back home or to refugee camps without being fitted with
artificial limbs), the Vietnam Republic Red Cross and the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross decided at the beginning of
this year to set up an improvised hospital ward in the Society's
headquarters in Saigon.

At present there are nineteen patients undergoing treatment
and there is a waiting list pending the extension of the reception
centre ; this extra accommodation will be possible thanks to the
" War on Want " organization which has offered the Vietnam Red
Cross a hut. This, now being converted and fitted out to receive
forty inmates, is on the same plot of land as the Red Cross pre-
mises.

With the provision of adequate vocational training in mind,
the ICRC delegation is still seeking an instructor in mechanics
both for inmates of the Vietnam Red Cross hospital and for the
Rehabilitation Centre patients in Saigon, where there are work-
shops available for courses in tailoring, printing and automobile
mechanics.

It is the ICRC's intention to devote a large part of the available
relief funds for South Vietnam to this emergency programme in
favour of civilian war disabled.

Yemen

In the course of the last few weeks the ICRC delegation to the
Yemen has been called upon to continue giving assistance to
political refugees, particularly to female members of the Yemeni
Royal family in Sanaa. The ICRC delegates thus contributed to
maintaining a link between these detainees and other members of
their family living outside the Yemeni Arab Republic.

In addition the delegates obtained permission for 35 people
to leave the Yemen in order to join their families in Jeddah.

They were also required to intervene again in favour of prisoners
who were recently taken captive.
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ICRC President's Voyage in Central America

In the course of his voyage in Central America,1 the President
of the ICRC, Mr. Samuel A. Gonard, accompanied by Mr. Serge
Nessi, delegate, visited Honduras, Guatemala, Salvador, Nicaragua,
Costa-Rica and Panama. He was warmly welcomed by the Direc-
tors of the National Red Cross Societies, by Heads of State and by
Ministers.

Mr. Gonard was able to observe that the National Red Cross
Societies of these countries are developing their actions, parti-
cularly in the field of first-aid and assistance to victims of the
natural disasters which continually affect these regions, frequently
with extreme violence. It was indeed these disasters which induced
the National Societies to organize an inter-state emergency assist-
ance programme, thereby contributing to the strengthening of the
already traditional spirit of solidarity.

The President of the ICRC also observed that the National
Societies are working actively to make known to the public and
especially to youth the principles of the Red Cross and the provi-
sions of the Geneva Conventions.

The ICRC President and Mr. Nessi completed their voyage
with a few days in Venezuela and in Jamaica.

President Gonard was received in Caracas by the President
of the Republic and the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Accompanied
by the President of the Venezuelan Red Cross, Mrs. Alvarez, he
visited the Society's nursing school, the 160 students of which later
do in-service training for 3 years and acquire experience of their
future tasks in the adjoining hospital. The Red Cross Society in
Venezuela also carries out various social assistance functions.

In Jamaica, the ICRC President was received by the Governor-
General and accompanied by the leading members of the National
Red Cross he viewed some of the social work to which the Red
Cross personnel is devoted. He also had an opportunity to see
children's hospitals and the Rehabilitation Centre run with both
efficiency and kindness by the directress and head doctor.

1 See International Review, March 1966.
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