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HENRY DUNANT UND SEINE EVANGELISCHEN
FREUNDE IN SCHWABEN UND IM ELSASS

by

ALFRED QUELLMALZ

This is the title of a 60-page monograph on Henry Dunant and
his friends of Swabia and Alsace, which appeared in the « Blatter
fur Wiirttembergische Kirchengeschichte », Stuttgart. This study,
which has also been printed as a separate publication, contains
interesting information — some previously unpublished — on a
period in his life which has remained more or less obscure. The
author has based his article on numerous documents found in
Stuttgart.

It thus throws light on the role played by Dunant's companion
in misfortune, George Henry Nick, the son of a Stuttgart doctor.
Had it not been widely held that Nick was one of the main causes
of Dunant's financial setbacks in Algeria ? It must be admitted,
states Mr. Quellmalz, that following the Italian campaign, Nick
must have felt bitterly his companion's absence from Setif. Instead
of being by his side, Dunant was fully absorbed in his new human-
itarian preoccupations and for months on end was in Geneva,
writing what was to be the book A Memory of Solferino. True,
an admirable "work, destined to be a sensation throughout "Europe,
but Dunant's absence from Algeria undoubtedly contributed to
Nick's isolation and to the weakening of their partnership.

It is significant that whenever Henry Dunant was passing
through a difficult phase in his existence, he sought sanctuary in
Wiirttemberg. When he was compelled to resign from the Inter-
national Committee, it was to the earliest Red Cross Society,
founded in December 1863, in Stuttgart, that he turned for consola-
tion and comfort. The Kingdom of Wiirttemberg's delegate to the
International Conferences of October 1863 and August 1864 was
the Reverend Christoph Ulrich Hahn, President of this first Red
Cross Society, and it was on his proposal that Henry Dunant was
elected Honorary President of that Society by unanimous decision
of the Central Committee.
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Dunant returned to Wiirttemberg in 1876 on the winding up
of the « World Alliance for Progress » which he, together with some
outstanding personalities of the day, had founded in Paris. And
yet, he had expected this movement to meet with a success similar
to that of the Red Cross. Alas, it went the way of others of his
ideas, laudable as they were ; but the time was not ripe to accept
all the noble projects which he nourished in his heart.

He maintained close contacts with such men as Hoffmann,
Paulus and Hardegg, who had founded an evangelist movement in
Stuttgart which was later to become the Temple Society, and he
drew up a document on Wiirttemberg colonisation in Palestine.
These facts were mentioned in an article by Mr. Manfred Miiller
which was reproduced in the May 1959 issue of the Revue Inter-
nationale ; Mr. Quellmalz gives us additional information on the
subject.

He reveals numerous details of interest concerning people and
events in Swabia at that time. Thanks to a friend of Dr. C. U.
Hahn's, the Reverend Rudolf Wagner, Dunant found refuge under
a hospitable roof. However, the author seems to take the view that
Dunant's poverty was not so extreme as it is generally made out
to be. We can however conclude from Dunant's own accounts and
his correspondence that his distress was so great that to accept
hospitality at Wiirttemberg must have been the only course open
to him, weary as he was and bitter at heart, in order to seek new
strength and continue the struggle for humanity.

Thus it was that during a further short stay in Stuttgart, at a
time when he was beset by material difficulties, he found in Rudolf
Miiller a truly devoted friend. This was a providential meeting,
for his recent wanderings in Italy and Alsace as well as the failure
of plans considered to be over-ambitious had made Dunant bitter
and vulnerable. His friend took up the reins and by pressing on to
success, remedied the situation. This period of Dunant's life is well
documented and clearly shows how important for him was the
staunch and active support of his friends in Swabia.

M. I.

613


