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THE ACTION OF THE ICRC IN THE CONGO

The International Committee of the Red Cross has been working
actively to come to the help of the apparently numerous victims of
the troubles in the Congo. Its efforts have been concentrated
particularly on bringing assistance to the civilian population of
Stanleyville and the other regions opposed to the Government in
L6opoldville. However, the extreme confusion "which has been
prevailing generally has given rise to some very complex problems.
It was for instance difficult even to make contact with the leaders
of the insurrection.

In its last number, the International Review published the
appeal launched on September 18 by the ICRC to all wielding
authority in the Congo ".

It would seem that this appeal was heeded, for a few days
later, theJECRC was successful in obtaining the agreement of all
the parties concerned—after its delegates had carried out long and
difficult negotiations—to the delegation of a mission to Stanley-
ville, the centre of the insurrection.

As soon as these authorizations were obtained, the ICRC made
arrangements for a special flight by DC4, a plane able to land on
a short runway. This aircraft was painted white and bore the sign
of the red cross. On board were six delegates, five of them doctors.
These were Mr. G. C. Senn, Drs. Jean-Maurice Rubli, Wolfgang
Schuster, Edwin Spirgi, Markus Knoblauch and Hans Kummer.
The aircraft also transported six tons of relief supplies including
foodstuffs, medical and surgical equipment. Its first destination
was Bangui, in the Central African Republic, adjacent to the
Congo, after having touched down en route at Tripoli and Fort
Lamy. On September 25 the aircraft landed in Stanleyville, where
the ICRC representatives were met by Mr. Gbenye, head of the
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Government of that region, and Mr. Soumialot, Minister of Defence.
The two political leaders thanked the delegates from Geneva for
having come to carry out their humanitarian task at a difficult
time for the benefit of their country. Long discussions took place ;
the relief material was landed from the aircraft and delivered to
the beneficiaries, notably the hospitals.

• The medical supplies were greatly appreciated, for when the
I delegation arrived, pharmaceutiqal reserves in Stanleyville province
I had been completely depleted.
S The IGRC doctors had long discussions with their colleagues
• on the spot, in particular with two doctors delegates of the World
\ Health Organization. Together they examined the medical situation
I in Stanleyville and the adjoining regions and they drew up a list
i of the supplies which were necessary, apart from the material
; brought in by the aircraft chartered by the ICRC.

The following day the plane took off from Stanleyville,*returning
to Bangui with some 800 family messages from civilians resident
in Stanleyville. These messages were forwarded immediately to
the addresses. A few days later, the DC4 went to Bujumbura in
Burundi, which provides a better operational base for any action
on a wider scale in the Congolese territory held by the insurgents.

The ICRC delegates are maintaining contact with the Stanley-
ville leaders with whom they hope to reach an agreement with
the aim of achieving various humanitarian objectives, such as
medical relief, food distribution, evacuation of civilians where
necessary for reasons of health or age, as well as assistance and
protection in various forms.

*
* *

The DC 4 aircraft with which the International Committee of
the Red Cross recently carried out a humanitarian mission to
Stanleyville, seat of the rebellion against the Congolese Government
in Leopoldville, is still stationed in Bujumbura, capital of the
kingdom of Burundi. From this base the ICRC delegates remain in
contact with the rebel leaders, in particular with Mr. Gbenye.
They are awaiting the authorization of the latter to return to
Stanleyville, in order to continue their work in giving assistance
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to the civilian population and to set into operation certain practical,
humanitarian measures foreseen during their initial conversations
with the rebel authorities. They are ready to intervene as rapidly
as possible if they receive the necessary facilities.

Whilst the ICRC mission was in Stanleyville, some eight
hundred persons entrusted personal messages for their families to
the Genevese delegates. Replies to these messages have come in
great number, together with many requests for enquiries.

Since the exchange of correspondence between persons isolated
by events and their families is one of the specific tasks of the ICRC
in time of conflict, the delegates set up a temporary agency in
Bujumbura to carry out this work.

Mr. Moise Tshombe, prime minister of the Congo, has asked
the International Committee of the Red Cross to send an impartial
observer whose task it would be to verify that, whilst fighting the
rebels, his government is respecting the humanitarian standards
of the Geneva Conventions. In his message to the president of the
ICRC, the government leader in Leopoldville confirmed his intention
already stated in a recent public declaration, to limit the activities
of his air force solely to military objectives and, in general, to
respect hujnan lives in conformity with the requirements of the
Geneva Conventions. He stated once again that he does not wish
to launch attacks against towns and large communities, thereby
endangering the civilian population.

The Congolese prime minister has invited the ICRC to " desig-
nate an observer to come immediately to Leopoldville, in order to
observe and verify that my government is acting in conformity
with my declaration." He gave the assurance that all facilities will
be granted to this observer in the accomplishment of his mission.

Mr. Tshombe added : " In the same way, I earnestly request
you to make every effort also to send an observer to Stanleyville
for the same purpose, and to verify that the rebel authorities are
also acting in conformity with the specifications of the Geneva
Conventions ".

In his reply to Mr. Tshombe, the president of the ICRC,
Mr. S. Gonard, thanked him for his declaration which he noted
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with satisfaction. As regards the invitation to send an observer,
he recalled that the ICRC has already designated Mr. Arnold
Melcher, as representative to the Congolese government.

The president of the ICRC added : " Mr. Melcher's role as
observer will be to give advice or suggestions on the steps foreseen
for the implementation of the Geneva Conventions by the Congolese
government which is, alone, responsible for the practical application
of these measures. Furthermore, the ICRC representative will
readily undertake to visit prisoners detained through the conflict ".

As far as sending an observer to Stanleyville was concerned,
Mr. Gonard mentioned that the ICRC has been making every
endeavour, for several weeks past, to obtain the necessary facilities
for a mission of this kind.

Thus, since the end of September 1964, the ICRC and its
delegates have not ceased from making urgent representations to
the Stanleyville authorities in order to be able to continue and
extend their humanitarian mission. So far these have been un-
successful until the beginning of November, that is to say until
the appearance of the present number of the International Review.
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